Bahraini paper calls for reconciliation with Qatar 

MANAMA (AFP) — A Bahraini newspaper close to the 
government on Sunday called for an end to the bitter war 
of words with neighbouring Qatar over a territorial dispute 
between the two Gulf states. "The conflict should be 
solved wisely, away from one-upmanship and arguments,'' 
said the Akhbar A1 Khaleej daily. The paper said the two 
countries should not allow "enemies to undermine their 
relations and question the links between their peoples." 
The cal! for calm comes after months of threats and 
recriminations between the two countries over Qatar's 
claim to the disputed Hawar Islands in the Gulf. Bahrain 
boycotted the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Summit 
between Dec. 7 and 9 in Qatar over the decades-old dis- 
pute. and tension between the two countries was raised 
another notch when Bahrain announced on the eve of the 
GCC meeting that it had arrested two alleged Qatari spies. 
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U.S. increases pressure 
on Israelis, Palestinians 


Ross urges Arafat to sign Hebron deal 
and Netanyahu to drop settlement plans 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
The United States stepped 
up the pressure on Israelis 
and Palestinians alike Sun- 
day with a new round of 
mediation by Mideast trou- 
bleshooter Dennis Ross 
aimed at reviving the 
stalled peace process. 

Tensions caused by the 
stalemate were highlighted 
when a bomb exploded 
early Sunday outside a 
West Bank settlement and 
three firebombs were 
thrown at an army position 
and Jewish settlers' homes 
in Hebron. No injuries were 
caused by the attacks, the 
army said. 

Mr. Ross arrived late Sat- 
urday for a 4S-hour mission 
as the envoy of President 
Bill Clinton and immedi- 
ately got to work transmit- 
ting strongly worded mes- 


sages from the U.S. leader 
to both Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu 
and Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat, officials 
from both sides said. 

Officials were publicly 
tight-lipped about the con- 
tents of Mr. Ross' talks. 

Bur Israeli press repons 
quoted Netanyahu aides as 
saying Mr. Clinton's mes- 
sage strongly urged Mr. 
Arafat to accept a compro- 
mise deal on Israel's long- 
overdue troop withdrawal 
from the West Bank city of 
Hebron. 

At the same time. Mr. 
Clinton pressed Mr. 
Netanyahu to back off his 
explosive decision to 
expand Jewish settlements 
in Palestinian areas. 

I Continued on page 7) 


Arafat updates King 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein on Sunday received a 
telephone call from Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
during which they discussed the latest developments 
in the peace process They also discussed the contacts 
between the Palestinians and the Israelis and the 
Palestinians and the United States. 

The Jordan News Agency, Petra, said King Hussein 
and Mr. Arafat stressed the need for Jordan and the 
Palestinian National Authority (PNA) to pursue con- 
tacts and to exert all possible efforts to end the dead- 
lock in the Palestinian-Israeli track and to ensure the 
implementation or all accords signed by the two sides 
including the agreement on Israeli redeployment in 
the West Bank town of Hebron. 

In the Gaza Strip, Mr. Arafat meanwhile received 
Minister of Youth Mohammad Daoudiyeh and a del- 
egation accompanying him on a visit to the Palestin- 
ian territories. 

During the meeting, Mr. Arafat expressed his keen 
interest in strengthening relations between the Pales- 
tinian National Authority and Jordan, particularly in 
sports and youth affairs. 


State plans company to market produce 
and acquire advanced agro-technology 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti on Sunday 
announced plans to create 
a company for marketing 
agricultural products and to 
help transfer modern agri- 
culture-related technology 
to Jordan. 

Such a company could be 
helping the farmers to 
utilise water with greater 
efficiency and ensure larger 
outputs. Mr. Kabariti said at 
a meeting in his office wiih 
representatives of Jordan 
Valley farmers. 

After listening to the 
views and demands of the 
farmers as well as their com- 
plaints. Mr. Kabariti said the 
government was concerned 

Russia 

opposes 

foreign 

military 

presence 

in Gulf 

TEHRAN tAFP) — Russ- 
ian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov said 
here on Sunday that his 
government was opposed 
to the growing U.S. and 
allied military presence in 
the Gulf, saying it was 
incompatible with peace 
and stability. 

Tt is in the interest of 
Iran and Russia not to have 
more foreign military pres- 
ence in the Persian Gulf so 
that peace and stability is 
maintained." he said in a 
joint press conference with 
his Iranian counterpart Ali 
Akbar Velayati. 

The United States and its 
main Western allies have 
increased their military 
presence in the Gulf since 
the 1991 Gulf war to pro- 
tect the Gulf states against 
alleged threats from Iraq 
and Iran. 

'Mr. Primakov. who 
arrived here Sunday for a 
two-day visit, said his 
country welcomed any 
improvement of relations 
between Iran and its .Arab 

(Continued on page 7} 


over these issuer and deter- 
mined to take possible mea- 
sures in cooperation with 
farmers to find appropriate 
solutions. 

The prime minister said 
there was need for Jordan to 
open new markets for its 
products abroad and expand 
the existing markets by 
exporting high quality prod- 
ucts. Jordan hopes to 
achieve that goal through 
bilateral protocols with dif- 
ferent nations, he said. 

“We believe that all issues 
related to fanners and farm- 
ing are basic strategic prob- 
lems at the political and 
security levels and the gov- 
ernment is giving due atten- 
tion to farmers’ complaints 


LIMA (Agencies) — 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoro pre- 
dicted on Sunday a resolu- 
tion to the Peruvian hostage 
crisis was still a long way- 
off. as Peruvian President 
Alberto Fujimori called on 
Marxist rebels to release 
their captives and surrender 
their weapons. 

Pope John Paul II criti- 
cised the guerrillas and 
urged the gunmen to 
release the hostages in time 
for Christmas. 

Mr. Hashimoto recalled 
Foreign Minister Yukihiko 
Ikeda" on Sunday morning 
after nearly three days of 
fruitless non-stop diploma- 
cy, reflecting the lack of 
substantive talks, but gave 
his support to Mr. Fujimo- 
to's tough stance. 

“A considerable time 
would be needed to resolve 
(the crisis)," Mr. Hashimo- 
to told reporters. 

Mr. Fujimori, in his first 
public statement since 
guerrillas from the Tupac 
Amaru Revolutionary 
Movement iMRTA) raided 
the residence during a 
cocktail party on Tuesday, 
told the group to lay down 
their arms and free the 
hostages. 

“In titis way the possibili- 
ty of force being used by 
the Peruvian state will be 
ruled out and from there, 
with all guarantees, a way 
out can be studied.” he said 
in his speech, broadcast to 


and trying to address them.” 
Mr. Kabariti said. 

Farm equipment can be 
provided at reasonable 
prices through the Jordan 
Valley Farmers Association, 
he said. 

Mr. Kabariti said the gov- 
ernment was seeking an 
equitable and fair solution to 
the problem of farmers' 
deubts. 

The government will help 
farmers to remain close to 
their lands as this will help 
the country to receive finan- 
cial assistance from world 
organisations and donor 
nations on the one hand and 
increase food production on 
the other, he said. 

He said Jordan can reach 


the nation late on Saturday. 

Well-known for his stron- 
garm tactics. Mr. Fujimori 
in his speech refused to 
give in to the MRTA's 
demands that he free more 
than 400 of their jailed 
comrades. 

“It is clear that the freeing 
of those who perpetrated 
murders and terrorist 
attacks is unacceptable 
according to current Peru- 
vian law and for reasons of 
national security.” a stern- 
faced Fujimori said. 

Mr. Fujimori's harsh 
words left die hostage crisis 
in stalemate on its fifth day. 
but Mr. Hashimoto threw 
Japan's full support behind 
his tough line, smoothing 
over earlier diplomatic dif- 
ferences between Lima and 
Tokyo on how to handle the 
crisis. 

“We think we are at a 
stage where we shift our 
demands from the safety of 
the hostages to the immedi- 
ate release of the hostages,” 
Mr. Hashimoto said. “It is 
the Tupac Amaru Revolu- 
tionary Movement's turn 
to respond.” 

The rebel group, which 
has threatened to kill the 
hostages if the government 
does not release jailed com- 
rades, had no immediate 
response lo fujimori’s pa>- 
posal. 

Mr. Ikeda, who has been 
in Lima to help with negoti- 
ations, said: “The proposal 
as a whole is the appropri- 


vvorld markets with its prod- 
ucts if its exports are of high 
quality and packaged and 
graded in accordance with 
internationally accepted 
standards. Jordan has no 
alternative but to adopt 
modem and sound methods 
in producing and exporting 
its products to the world, he 
added. 

The meeting was attended 
by deputies Ali Shatti and 
Haiti Abbadi from the Jor- 
dan Valley district. Both 
expressed hope that the gov- 
ernment will give due atten- 
tion to the farmers’ problems 
and complaints over the 
marketing of their products 
and in rescheduling their 
debts. 


ate solution to a peaceful 
resolution to the crisis and 
the preservation of the lives 
of the hostages." 

He added that in a second 
meeting with Mr. Fujimori 
at government palace, the 
president seemed more 
confident than their First 
encounter. 

“Although there is no 
change in his resolve to 
break the stalemate, I felt 
that in the earlier meeting, 
he seemed undecided about 
what exactly to do. But 
tonight, although he looked 
weary from concentration, I 
felt a sense of confidence 
from him that a way out 
will definitely open up.” 

Britain's Independent 
Sunday newspaper reported 
that the Marxist rebels were 
demanding a huge ransom 
from Japanese companies, 
including Mitsubishi, NEC 
and Toyota, in return for the 
release of some hostages. 

The paper quoted a Euro- 
pean diplomat as saying the 
MRTA was seeking several 
billion dollars from Japan- 
ese corporations whose 
executives are among the 
hostages. 

But a senior Japanese 
Foreign Ministry official in 
Tokyo dismissed the report 
as baseless. “We haven’t 
heard anything at all about 
demands for cash from 
companies involved, or 
anyone else,” he told 

(Continued on page 7) 


Hashimoto predicts no quick end to 
Peru hostage crisis, backs Fujimori 



Princess Rahma is engaged to Alaa Batayneh 


By Jennifer Hamarneh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Royal 
Court yesterday announced 
the engagement of Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Rahma Binr A1 Hassan to 
Alaa Aref Barayneh. 

His Majesty’ King Hus- 
sein attended the engage- 
ment ceremony, held at the 
residence of Their Royal 
Highnesses Crown Prince 
Hassan and Princess Sar- 
vaih. 

Also present for the cere- 
mony were His Royal 
Highness Prince Moham- 
mad. several members of 
the royal family. Minister 
of Health .Aref Batayneh 
and Mrs. Batayneh. parents 
of the groom-to-be, mem- 
bers of the Batayneh family 
and close friends of both 
families. 

Princess Rahma is the 
eldest daughter of Crown 
Prince Hassan and Princess 
Sarvath. 

Born in Amman on 
A ug. 1 3. 1 969, Princess 

Rahma completed her pri- 
mary education in Jordan 
and her secondary educa- 
tion at Britain’s Sherborne 
School for Girls. 

She is a graduate of Trini- 
ty College and holds a 
bachelor’s degree with hon- 


ours in Oriental studies and 
a masters degree in inte- 
rnational relations. 

The Princess has worked 
with the U.N. Commission 
of Experts which was 
formed to investigate 
human rights violations in 
former Yugoslavia, and cur- 
rently works at the office of 
the Crown Prince. She has 
represented Prince Hassan 
at several forums both in 
Jordan and abroad 

Princess Rahma is presi- 
dent of the Princess Rahma 
Society for Heritage 
Revival/Ma’an as well as 
the Jordan Youth Building 
the Future Club and the Jor- 
dan Gymnastics Associa- 
tion. 

The Princess is fluent in 
Arabic and English, speaks 
Spanish and French and has 
a reading knowledge of 
Turkish. 

Alaa Batayneh was bom 
on 'June 6. 1969 and gradu- 
ated from the De La Salle 
School in Amman. 

He obtained a bachelor's 
degree in electrical engi- 
neering and a masters 
degree in management 
information systems, both 
from George Washington 
University in Washington, 
D.C. 

Following his graduation, 
he worked in London for 


two years for Recal Avion- 
ics. Mr. Batayneh now 
works with the private sec- 
tor in Jordan. 

King Hussein congratu- 
lated the young couple 
wishing them a happy and 


prosperous life. 

Prince Hassan and 
Princess Sarvath said they 
were delighted to share the 
happy news with fellow 
Jordanians and thanked 
them for their good wishes. 


Opposition demands 
freezing of Israel ties 


Efforts under way to 
convince Saraireh to 
withdraw resignation 


By Sa’eda Kilani 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Members of 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment protested on Sunday 
against what they termed as 
Jewish attempts to domi- 
nate the Kingdom and 
called on the government to 
stop the process of normal- 
isation of relations with 
Israel. 

At the beginning of the 
session, deputies from 
opposition groups in partic- 
ular, contended that Israelis 
and Jews were threatening 
the political and social sta- 
bility of the Kingdom and 
warned the government 
against condoning their 
activities. 

Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) deputy Suleiman 
Sa’ad said that while the 
government should take a 
stand against Israel’s “lack 
of commitment" to the 
accords it has signed with 
Jordan, it is permitting “the 
Jews to continue planting 
the seeds of corruption in 
the Kingdom." 

According to the deputy, 
an Israeli team is shooting a 
documentary in Jerash 
about Solomon's temple 
that also shows obscene 
scenes. 

“In the name of all citi- 


zens in Jerash Governoraie, 
I call on the government to 
order the shooting 
stopped,” said Mr. Sa’ad. 

Centrist Deputy Anwar 
Hadid complained that 
guides in the historic vil- 
lage of Uram Qais are prop- 
agating unfounded Jewish 
and Israeli theories. He 
quoted Jordanian women 
resident there as having 
overheard one guide telling 
Israeli tourists that Umm 
Qais was part of the “king- 
dom of Israel” and that its 
archaeological sites were 
part of the Israeli land. 

Opposition Deputy 
Nazeeh Aramarin called on 
the government to sum- 
mon Jordan's Ambassador 
to Israel Omar Rifai and to 
stop the normalisation 
process with Israel because 
ofl “Israel’s ungrateful poli- 
cy and its disrespect of the 
signed agreements." 

Israel’s policies “are a 
threat to our national secu- 
rity. The Talmud, fascist 
Likud policy aim at, God 
forbid, implementing the 
alternate homeland (propa- 
gating r the theory that Jor- 
dan is Palestine theory),” 
he said.* “The government 
should freeze the normali- 
sation process." 

(Continued on page 7) 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Efforts to 
convince Minister of Post 
and Telecommunications 
Jamal Saraireh to withdraw’ 
his resignation from the 
Cabinet continued Sunday 
but informed sources said 
these efforts were dead- 
locked due to Mr. 
Saraireh ’s insistence not to 
reverse the decision he 
took Saturday. 

An official source con- 
firmed that several of Mr. 
Saraireh’s colleagues in the 
Cabinet and Parliament 
were mediating between 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and Mr. 
Saraireh but could not say 
whether he expected these 
efforts to succeed. 

The government has 
made no official comment 
on the resignation. 

Mr. Saraireh submitted 
his resignation from the 31- 
member Cabinet on Satur- 
day in protest against what 
be described as the prime 
minister's “haughty atti- 
tude and disrespect for his 
colleagues.” He said he 
supported the government's 
policies but differed with 


Mr. Kabariti over his style 
in dealing with Cabinet 
members. 

A source close to the 
prime minister, however, 
rejected Mr. Saraireh's 
charges, insisting that Mr. 
Kabariti deals with his min- 
isterial team “with respect 
and appreciation." The 
source expressed “astonish- 
ment'' at the accusations of 
Mr. Saraireh who “has 
repeatedly said he support- 
ed the prime minister." 

“If it is true that Mr. 
Kabariti deals with Cabinet 
members in the way Mr. 
Saraireh described, how 
come it took him ten 
months to resign?" said the 
source who asked not to be 
named. 

Tbe official source told 
the Jordan Times that the 
resignation was a surprise 
to the Cabinet since Mr. 
Kabariti and Mr. Saraireh 
“were on good terms and 
had never clashed. “ The 
source said the prime min- 
ister appreciates the “excel- 
lent job" Mr. Saraireh has 
done at the Ministry of Post 
and Telecommunications, 
but said that “nothing can 

(Continued on page 7) 


Politicians see peace treaty and new world 
order posing crucial questions to Jordan 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

.AMMAN — The emerging 
regional and world orders 
and Jordan’s signing of the 
peace treaty with Israel are 
posing crucial questions for 
the Kingdom’s political and 
intellectual elite, political 
activists agreed at an 
Amman forum. 

The activists, represent- 
ing all shades of die Jordan- 
ian political spectrum, were 
addressing a six-day con- 
ference entitled “A Dia- 
logue of, Options” organ- 
ised by the Jordan Writers 
Association (JWA). 

Amgag : those addressing 
the conference on Saturday, 
the First day, were Isa 
Madanat, leader of the Jor- 
danian Unionist Democrat- 
ic Party, Thouqan Hindawi, 


senator and former minis- 
ter, Taher Hikmat, senator 
and a former minister, and 
Labib Kamhawi, a political 
science professor and vice- 
president of the Arab 
Organisation for Human 
Rights (AOHR). 

The - speakers discussed 
the possible scenarios 
which are currently facing 
the Jordanian state as a 
result of the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace agreement 
which, in the view of some, 
was in fact moving the 
Kingdom away from being 
part of the Arab World into 
a new vague concept, of a 
wider Mideast. 

Mr. Madanat asserted that 
Israel was deviating from 
the spirit of the peace treaty 
it signed with Jordan by 
propagating the “Jordan-is- 
Palestine” theory through 


its settlement policy in the 
Palestinian territories. 

Mr. Madanat was implic- 
itly voicing the Jordanian 
fears that expanded Jewish 
settlements meant a “trans- 
fer" of the Palestinians 
from the West Bank to Jor- 
dan, thus posing a serious 
threat to the stability of the 
Kingdom. 

Mr. Hindawi said that the 
peace treaty with Israel 
gave Jordan international 
recognition of its border 
and, as such, it was impor- 
tant for the Kingdom to 
have signed the treaty. 

However, he said, the 
normalisation of Jordanian- 
Israeli relations posed a 
serious threat to Jordan. 

"It is not a military threat 
that Jordan faces from 
Israel,” said Mr. Hindawi. 
“The threat ties in the con- 



j umcr /ATI 

countries and our cultui 
and identity is under threi 
of an Israeli invasion." 

The Israeli threat, sai 
Mr. Hindawi. means no 
mal relations with Israi 
and “cold and abnormal 
relations with the Ara 
World. In light of the bar 
economic conditions, th 
current rate of unemplo> 
mem. poverty and the attr 
rion of the middle class, th 
Kingdom could not poss 
bly stand as an equal par 
ner to Israel within fly 
relationship. 

The “cultural threat*' W ; 
discussed extensively h 
the speakers, who observe 

(Continued on page 7 ) 
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Israeli trade fair to 
go ahead in Amman 


Iraqi officials distribute new ration cards to Baghdad residents on Sunday. Iraq has said 
that food imports under its oil-for food deal with the United Nations would enable it to 
boost the monthly food distribution (Reuters photo) 

U.S. aid agency hands out relief supplies in Iraq 


BAGHDAD iRl — A non- 
governmental U.S. relief 
agency on Sunday deliv- 
ered blankets, medical sup- 
plies and powder milk to a 
number of hospitals in 
Baghdad. 

The aid group, from the 
National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.. said it had so far pre- 
sented sanctions- hit Iraqis 
with relief supplies worth 
more than $7 million since 
it started operating in the 
country six years ago. 

Mel Lehman, the group's 
information director, said 
he and another U.S. col- 


league. David Weaver from 
the*Church World Service, 
chose to be in Iraq during 
Christmas to feel the suf- 
fering of the ordinary 
Iraqis. 

Mr. Lehman said the 
group coordinated its activ- 
ities with Iraq's Red Cres- 
cent Society and its Iraq 
operations were under a 
licence from the U.S. gov- 
ernment. 

He said the group concen- 
trated on the supply of life- 
saving medicine to Iraq. 
"Iraqi hospitals are running 
short of such medicine." 
he said. 


Four more U.S. citizens 
were in Baghdad late last 
month to protest against 
U.N. trade sanctions 
imposed for Iraq’s 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

The citizens, members of 
a Chicago-based group, 
said their Baghdad visit 
was not sanctioned by the 
U.S. government and was 
in defiance of a warning by 
the Treasury Department of 
stiff penalties and long 
prison terms if they went 
ahead with iL 

They had brought relief 
supplies worth 510.000 
with them. 


Israeli officers 'protect' themselves with notes 


TEL AVIV (.AfP) — Senior Israeli officers 
have begun taking notes at meetings with 
government officials to protect themselves 
from any controversies or conflicts of inter- 
est. Israeli public radio reported on Sunday 

Israeli military officials said they take 
written notes at "all high-level meetings” 
because of the growing mistrust between 
themselves and Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanjahu’s government. 

In an unprecedented move by an Israeli 
premier. Netanyahu cited last week details 
of his meeting with the head of the internal 
security agency Shin Bet to diminish his 
responsibility in the opening of an archaeo- 
logical tunnel in September in Arab East 
} lent. 

» lie tunnel sparked the worst clashes 
between Israelis and Palestinians in more 
*>-.m 30 years, leaving 86 dead. 


According to Mr. Netanyahu, the tran- 
script of the meeting proved that security 
officials recommended that the controver- 
sial tunnel be opened. The officials, howev- 
er, have denied it. 

The prime minister’s spokesman, Shai 
Bazak, confirmed that senior officers were 
taking notes at their meetings with political 
officials, but added that “the practice was 
nothing new.” 

However, a former senior officer in mili- 
tary' intelligence said the new practice rep- 
resented a “real fracture” between the army 
and political leaders. 

"It is serious that officers fear expressing 
themselves and must keep an account of 
their meetings to protect themselves in case 
of a problem” reserve army general Doron 
Tamir said on the radio. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Organisers of 
an exhibition of Israeli 
products in Amman are 
going ahead with the event 
after a three-week post- 
ponement despite opposi- 
tion from Jordanian politi- 
cal activists and business- 
men associations. 

A circular sent out by the 
organisers. International 
and National Expo Corpo- 
ration (INEC). to news 
organisations inviting their 
representatives to cover 
the event, said the trade 
fair will open on Jan 6 and 
last until Jan. 9. 

Contacted by the Jordan 
Times. Fakhri Nasser, 
chief executive of INEC, 
declined to give further 
details of the event saying 
he would hold a press con- 
ference “at the end of this 
month to announce all 
details.” 

The Israeli trade exhibi- 
tion, the first to be held in 
Jordan after the Kingdom 
and the Jewish state signed 
a peace treaty in October 
1994, has drawn strong 
criticism from opposition 
parties and business organ- 
isations. 

Opposition parties base 
their argument on their 
rejection of normalisation 
of relations with Israel and 
contend that the trade fair 
would only serve Israel’s 
business interests of get- 
ting into the Arab market 
Business organisations 
argue that the time is not 
opportune for an Israeli 
trade fair in Jordan, given 
the stalled implementation 
of Israeli-Palestinian 
agreements. They also say 
that a strong message 
should be sent to hardline 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu that 
he could not hope for eco- 
nomic benefits of the 
peace process while he 
continues to refuse 'to 
acknowledge and respect! 
Palestinian rights. 

Opposition in Parlia- 
ment. led by the Islamic 
Action Front (LAF) party, 
has called on the govern- 
ment to cancel the Israeli 


exhibition. 

The government asserts 
that trade fairs, whether 
Israeli or otherwise, are 
the affairs of the private 
sector and points out that 
the Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty provides for trade 
ties between the two coun- 
tries. As such, officials say, 
the government has left it 
to the private sector to do 
whatever it finds fit to 
develop trade with Israel. 

The Ministry of Industry 
and Trade said early this 
month that it had issued 
neither a permit nor a 
refusal for the event, 
which, it added, was 
beyond its realm and juris- 
diction anyway. 

The organisers contend 
that the Amman event 
could help send a strong 
message to Israeli busi- 
nessmen that trade rela- 
tions with Jordan and other 
Arab countries depend 
upon their government 
meeting the requirements 
of peace. 

Three Israeli firms were 
among 70 companies 
which participated in an 
Amman exhibition this 
month of sophisticated 
equipment and light 
weapons for use by special 
forces. The Israeli partici- 
pation drew strong criti- 
cism from the opposition, 
but the event went ahead 
anyway. 

The Israeli trade fair, 
expected to be attended by 
manufacturers of textiles, 
jewelry, light electronic 
equipment etc., was sched- 
uled to be held in mid- 
December. 

But two days before the 
event was to open, the 
organisers announced a 
three-week postponement, 
which, they said, was war- 
ranted by the high number 
of Israeli firms wishing to 
take part Before the post- 
ponement, : the organisers 
said at Tehst 80- Tsnieli 
companies were tti-partici- 
pate in the event. 

It was not immediately 
known how many would 
actually take pan in the 
Jan. 6-9 exhibition. 


UNHCR to leave Kurd refugee camp within month 


GEN EVA (Ri — The Unit- 
ed Nation 1 ; refugee agency 
UNHCR said on Saturday it 
would phase out within one 
month operations at a Turk- 
ish Kurd refugee camp in 
northern Iraq which Turkey 
says is a guerrilla base for 
Kurdish Tebels. 

The Just food and 
kerosene deliveries to the 

troush camp, which hous- 
es about 14.000 refugees, 
was made last weekend, it 
said in a statement. 

The agency announced 
earlier that it would disband 
the ctimp because its work 
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20:00 Documentary — Disas- 
ter Chronicle 

20:30 Cinema, Cinema 

21:10 The Lazarus Man 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Best Seller — 

Devices & Desires 

23:15 Police drama — The 

Knock 

PRAYER TIMES 

05:05 Fajr 

06:27 i Sunrise) Duha 

11:34 Dhuhr 

14:18 Asr 

16:41 Maghreb 

18:04 .‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 

632785. 


was blocked by "activists" 
preventing refugees from 
going home. 

Turkey has long sought 
the camp's closure, charg- 
ing that it was a base for 
operations by the indepen- 
dence-seeking rebel Kur- 
distan Labour Party lPKK>. 

“The humanitarian and 
non-political nature of the 
camp has been compro- 
mised to such an extent that 
UNHCR is no longer in a 
position to provide services 
at this location." die 
refugee agency's statement 
said. 


Sl Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunication 

Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Saocta Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Tel. 77 1 75 1 . 
Amman International Church 

Tel. 327 1 26 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 81 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Metearolng 
Temperatures are expected to 
rise slightly with skies partly 
cloudy and winds northwester- 
ly moderate. On Tuesday, tem- 
peratures are expected to rise 
further with warm weather 
conditions prevailing. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

MinJMux. temp. 


But it said it would con- 
tinue to provide assistance 
to the refugees. “We are not 
abandoning the refugees, 
most of whom are women, 
children and old men. They 
will not be forced back to 
Turkey.” said the agency's 
bead. Sadoka Ogata. 

“UNHCR will assist on 
an individual basis those 
who opt to stay in nonhem 
Iraq. But we can nojonger 
assist a camp where people 
are deprived of their basis 
freedoms and which has 
become politicised to an 
unacceptable extent.” 


Local authorities are pro- 
viding transport to move 
the refugees from Atroush 
to transit sites at Muqibla 
and Balqus where they will 
be assisted for up to one 
month while they make 
their decisions, the 
UNHCR said. 

It said it would tell the 
refugees of Turkish govern- 
ment assurances that they 
would be welcomed if they 
wish to return home. It said 
Ogata expected the safety 
of the refugees to be fully 
respected by all parties dur- 
ing the transfer operation. 


Atrush camp. 60 kilome- 
tres from the Turkish bor- 
der, was set up for Kurds 
fleeing Turkey in 1994 into 
northern Iraqi territory con- 
trolled by the Iraqi Kurdis- 
tan Democratic Party. 

Kurdish villagers in 
southeast Turkey are caught 
in the middle of a guerrilla 
war between Turkish troops 
and PKK rebels fighting for 
autonomy or independence 
from Ankara. More than 
21,000 people have been 
killed in the 12-year con- 
flict. 
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CHRISTMAS SPIRIT: Sister Palmira, a Catholic nun who lives in Vatican City m 
Rome and is visiting the Holy Land for the first time, touches ffiel 4 -pomtsdverstar 
which marks the spot where Jesus Christ was bom as she and another totmstreach^ 
inside the small niche in the 'grotto' of the Church of the Nativity in BeWetaion , 
Sunday. Candles bum on either side of the star embedded in a marble floon Chns- 
tians are flocking to the town of Jesus' birth to celebrate Chri stmas < Reuters photo) | 

Stranded Palestinian children 
to go back to school, U.N. says 


SALLOUM (AFP) — Pale- 
stinian children trapped with 
their refugee families in a 
tent camp on the Egyptian- 
Libyan border for 15 months 
are set to go back to school to 
make up for two lost years of 
education. 

Some 250 Palestinians 
expelled by Libya last year 
are stuck at the border with 
Egypt with nowhere to go 
because they lack the proper 
documents. 

“Until now our main con- 
cern was to provide these 
people with humanitarian 
relief aid but now we want to 
launch an educational pro- 
gramme for the 71 children 
under 16 who have been 
deprived of schooling for 
two years running,” said 
Antonio Kamil, a senior offi- 
cial with the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). 

—WqVe^have received many 
-urgent': requests from the 
-mothers of these children” to 
get them back to school, said 
Bassima Nafadi. a UNHCR 
spokeswoman in Cairo. ■ 
Earlier this month, the 
U.N. Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) in charge 
of Palestinian refugees sent a 
delegate. Ahmad Meheissen. 
to the 50-tent camp to select 
candidates for the back-to- 
school programme. 

Mr. Meheissen was look- 
ing for university graduates 
among the refugees who 
could be trained by UNRWA 
experts to teach children in 
the camp. 

“UNRWA is ready to send 
the necessary the material for 
this project,” said a U.N. del- 
egate who declined to be 
identified. 

“The children will be able 
to chose from the Palestinian 
or Egyptian curriculum and 
pass their exams at the end of 
the year under the aegis of 
the UNRWA.” the delegate 
said. 


Mr. Kamil said that two 
new families of refugees 
expelled by Libya in recent 
weeks have joined the tent 
camp, which is now also 
home to a citizen from Mali, 
another from Nigeria and a 
Somali. 

Last year Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi ordered 
the expulsion of some 30.000 
Palestinians in a bid to show 
the “failure"’ of the 1995 
autonomy accords which the 
Palestinians signed with 
Israel. 

At the end of October 
1995. Qadhafi allowed the 
Palestinians to return but 
around 300 stayed in the tent 
camp hoping that they would 
be allowed into Egypt or the 
autonomous territories. 

Cairo refuses to let them in 
because they do not have 
proper documents or hold 
travel documents which have 
expired. 

“This situation means that 
several Palestinians are ' 
unable to renew their Egypt- 
ian travel documents.” Ms. 
Nafadi said. 

In the desert, where tem- 
peratures vary between 
freezing and scorching, the 
refugees try to earn a meagre 
living selling tomatoes or 
sandwiches to travellers 
between Libya and Egypt. 

Others are involved in 
smuggling operations, work- 
ing for both Libyans and 
Egyptians. 

18 stuck on Turkey-Libya 
border 

Eighteen Palestinians 
stranded on the Turkey-Syria 
border for over two months 
after their expulsion from 
Libya on Sunday asked 
Ankara to help send them 
home, the Anatolia news 
agency said. 

“We are helpless here. Jiv- 
ing in dreadful tents." Saleh 
Assad Dib. head of the IS 
Palestinians, including ! I 


children, told the agency in 
the no-man’s land between 
the two countries at the Cil- 
vegozu border gate. 

“We are asking the Turkish 
government to relieve us 
from our plight and send us 
home.” said Mr. Dib, a for- 
mer teacher who said he was 
expelled from Libya with his 
family in October after 23 
years working there. 

“After leaving Libya we 
arrived in Turkey, hoping to 
travel to Palestine by road 
and passing across Syria." he 
said. “However, the Syrians a 
did not let us enter and we ^ 
were also not allowed to 
return to Turkey. 

“We have managed to live 
until now. thanks to the help 
of Turkish customs officers 
and truck drivers passing 
from the no-man’s land.” 

Mr. Dib said, "we have been 
! eating what they>givej’ii. ^ j 
1 n ^Turkish and Syrian autbos- 
; hies have made no statement 
6ri why the three Palestinian 
families were forced to stay 
in the no-man’s land. 

Invitations continue 

Meanwhile Libya contin- 
ued to invite “productive" 
Arabs to emigrate to the 
country, promising work, 
ownership and travel rights 
and permanent residency sta- 
tus. 

A Libyan statement pub- 
lished in advertisement form 
in Kuwait’s A1 Rai Al Aam / /f _. 
newspaper said Libya need- 
ed immigrants “to take part 
in building the ideal Arab 
society on the land of all 
Arabs (Libya).” 

Libya’s economy is stag- 
nant partly due to sanctions 
imposed by the United 
Nations against the oil-rich 
state since 1992 over sus- 
pected Libyan involvement 
in the bombing of a Pan Am 
flight over Scotland in 1988 
which killed 270 people. -- 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Amman 06/15 

Aqaba 10/22 

Deserts 05/17 

Jordan Valley 12/21 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 14. Aqaba 21 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 82 per 
cent. Aqaba 53 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Arman Al Muhtaseb 875748 
Dr. Arafat AlAshhab 602507 

Dr. Jamal Jbarah 847351 

Dr. Abbas Al Hakim 
...885446 

Ferdows pharmacy ....778336 
Al Asema pharmacy.. 637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy ..623672 
Al Salam pharmacy... 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy (44945 

Shmeisani pharmacy .637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy 

Nsuib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dc GhaaTa’amneh 25 msn 

Al Quds pharmaev <— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Hiial A I Sayyid 986702 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 6611 II 


Gvil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency .....199 
Rescue fcfce — 192. 6211 11,637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security DepL 63032 1 

Hotel Complaints. -605800 

Price Complaints - 66 1 1 76 

Wto & Sewerage Gxipbirts JBPJ467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assi stance ) - —.121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repari5 623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan - 7741 1 1 

Water Authority -680100 

J. Electricity Authority —.815615 

Electric Power Co — 636381 

RJ Right Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITAL 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre — 81381202 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. ,-,642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity --642362 

Malhas. J. Amman .636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani — -607071 
Shmeisani Hospital ........,,669131 

Univeisiiy Hospital - -845845 


AJ-MuasherHospitaJ -667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali .664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

Al-Bashir. — .775111/26 

Army, Marka £91611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital -602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 


Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
t 52700) 

ARRIVALS 


Zarqa 

- -(09)983323 

National Hospital 

_ (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital...- (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
fflQWQftQQn 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 
(01)775555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
. ..(02)272275 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
-(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Hospital 


( 03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200-5. where it should 
always be verified. 


07:15 

08:35. 

08:55 

Sanaa (RJ) 

09:00 

09:00 

09:50 

10:05. 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

..Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:15 

16:20 

New Delhi (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

16:25 . 

I xindnn iRh 

16:45 New York Amsierdam 
(RJ) 

22:15 Dhaka. Abu Dhabi tadd) 
(RJ) 

23:10 Frankfurt (add) (RJ) 

23:20 ..Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

00:15 Bangkok. Jakarta (RJ) 

00:30 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta. 
Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 

07:45. 

09:30.. 


12:00.. 

Doha (Q7) 

12:40.. 

Bahrain (GF) 

15:05 . 


21:00. 
21:40 . 
22:45 . 
00:30. 

...Paris, Damascus (AF) 

.Tel Aviv (LY) 

Athens, Beirut tOA) 


Amsterdam. Damascus 


«KL) 

05:05 London (KJ) 

Royal Wings tRW) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba (RW) 

-0:50 Aqab’a ( RW I 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

09--50.. CassablancalRJi 

11:00..... Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

14:15 Cairo (RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

14:30 Frankfurt (RJ) 

17:00 Banskok. Jakarta (add) 
(RJ) 

20:00 Abu Dhabi. Sinsapore 
(add) (RJ) 

20:00 Kuala Lumpur (add) 
(RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21:15 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

23:00 Damascus (RJ) 

23:15 Tozear (add) (RJ) 

23:50 Abu Dhabi fRJ) 

06: 15 Frankfurt (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

07:35 Beirut. London (BA) 

07:45 Beirut (ME i 

* 0: -° Cairo (MS) 

13:00 Doha (Q7) 

* 3:30 Bahrain (GF) 

^ :50 Vienna (OS) 

-l’* 00 Khartoum (SD) 

Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:55 ....Damascus. Paris (AF) 
02:30 Amsterdam (XL) 


03:0° Beirut. Athens tOA) 

07:30 London (KJ) 

07:35 Damascus. London 
(BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
09:50 Marka Airport (from 
QAlAuRW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dbp- Ammm — &OOujtt. every Monday 
Arc DarrErtus — 5:00 pjn. every fvfcoctoy 

Ctep- Damascus — 7i30am. every Sunday 
Air .Amman 500 pm evwy Sunday I 


Urper/lower price in fils per kg • 

Apple 700/500 

Banana .550/550 

Banana (imported) ..850/600 

Cabbage .. <oy an 

Carr ^ -J 260/120 

Cauliflower. 130/100 

Cucumber (large) 120/80 

Cucumber (small) JiiO/160 

Eggplant. 140/80 

GarIic .850/600 

Grape fruit .150/100 

, Lcmon ......390/250 

Marrow (large) 80/40 

Marrow (small j 130/100 

Onion (green) ....160/100 

Onion tdry l 170/S0 

0ran ?e ....560/400 

Pepper (hot) __24(W50 

Pepper (sweet) 1190/100 

Potato 260/160 

s P>nach ..150/100 

String Bean- 370/300 

Tomfl to -350/100 


Iece mb, 
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AMMAN (Pctm) — HRH 
Prio^c Ati Ben ,\\ Hussein 
uxlay celchraiea his 21%t 
bfrthxiay. 

He was bom lo His 
Majtfsiy King Husscm .aid 
the !a(£ Queen Alia on Dee. 
23. W75 and received h:s 
deroeniary. jtiiiior and scc- 
iwuiary education at die 
Islamic Sei entitle College 
and iaier at rhe Amcrcbn 
School and the 
imenuitionai BaecaLiureatc 
School in Amman. 

Prince Ali w as enrolled at 
the Salisbury School in the 
United States where he 
completed his secondary 
education and graduated in 
June iy**3. 

In 1^94 Prince Ali joined 
Sandhurst Military College 
where he won the Brunei 
Medal of Distinction and 
graduated with honouts. 

He joined the special 
forces corps of the Jordan- 
i.«.n Armed Forces, wok 
pan in several military 
[raining courses and 


W^HAT’S 
QOING QN 


FILM 

* *'De Gaulle -Malraux. 
portraits cruises" at the 
French Cultural Centre. 
Jabal Wcibdeh at 8:30 
pm. 

CHRISTNL4S 

EVE 

r Christmas eve 
eucharisT at the Church of 
the Holy Redeemer un 
Tuesday *24 December ai 
11:00 p.m. (Tel. 813759). 

LECTURE 

> ‘'Partnership. Archi- 
tectural Heritage and Her* 
itage Tourism** by Leen 
Fakhouri at the Friends of 
.Archaeology Centre (Tel. 
696682) at 6:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* "Special show and sale 
of Christmas crafts at the 
Jordan Crafts Centre 
lAlaydi), Jabal Amman. 
Second Circle (Tel. 
644555). until Dec. 31. 

* Christmas special at 
the Jordan River Designs 
showroom ( hand-made 
ornaments and decora- 
tionj, Jahai Amman. First 
Circle fTel. 6 1308 1/2). 
until Dec. 31. 

* Works by Spanish 
painter Clara Amado at 
Insiituto Cervantes. Jabal 
Amman until 15 Jan. 

* Exhibition of colour- 
ful gifts and crafts 
designed by Andrea Alalia 
at the Jordan Design and 
Trade Centre of Noor AI 
Hussein Foundation, Wadi 
Saqra Street (Tel. 
699141/2), until Jan. 10. 

* Works by several 
artists entitled “The Artist 
and the Environment" by 
several artists at Alia An 
Gallery, Jabal Amman, 
until Dec. 30. 

* Water colour works by 
Jabhar Mijbil entitled 
"Declared Hunches" at 
Orfali Art Gallery, Grant 
Utheina. until Dec. 25. 

* Works by ten contem- 
porary Indonesian artists 
entitled "From Scripts to 
Abstraction" at the Jordan 
National Gallery of Fine 
Arts (open daily except 
Tuesdays), until Jan. 12. 

* Painting exhibition by 
Hind Nasser at the Jordan 
Ans and Crafts 
Ccmre/Artisana. Jabal 
Amman t.Tel. 647S5S). 
until Jan. 10. Also dis- 
playing a regular exhibi- 
tion of arts and crafts and 
Christmas items. 

^Display of Christmas 
gift items at the Bani 
Hanuda House, Jabal 
Amman (Tel. 658696/7) 
until Jan. 2. 

* Works by Rula AI 
Shuqairi at Darat AI 
Funun, Jabal Weibdeh. 
until Jan. 4. Also display- 
ing works by contempo- 
rary Arab arirsts. 

* Works on the life of 
AncW Marlaux at the 
French Cultural Centre, 
Jabal Weibdeh, until Dec. 
24 . 




received iraiuine m free- 
fall jump: tie !!*»ni .nr.Tuti 
j-» well .i^ in J:*, iny. 

In Sept 1**95 Prince Ali 
v.;*s ::Jmf!teJ i*» Pnnceton 
Lrmer'.nv m the L ni ted 


Stale*, where he currently 
studies political science 
and history. 

Prince Ali is the honorary 
president of the Prince Ali 
club for the deaf and mute. 


AMMAN 'JT.j — The 
Spcukci ot ifie Lower House u) 
Ibrlinmeni S.uul Huyel Sruur 
Sunday affirmed that Parlia- 
iik'iil w*'uld. ihruujih laws .aid 
Icgishijiii). Mippun u i mien's 
eiTons which, he said, aim !u 
serve national interests. 

Addressing a delegation. 

representing the Mafiaq goier- 
nonite's branch of the Jordan- 
ian Women's Union, Mr. Srotir 
said that ilk- philosophy and 
strategy formulated and udupl- 
ed by the union promise a 
brighter luiurc. 

He fun her staled that 
endeavours lo pruiuoic die role 
of women in various fields is 
appreciated by the public. 

Because Jordanian women 
enioy full political rights and 
free education, he said, they 
;ue capable of exercising their 
distinguished role towards 
enriching the democrat ie 
process side by side with men 

During a workshop, ctraired 
h\ Mr. Sroui, on Dec. in ihe 
House speaker urged women 


activist*, iv* funvjrU a proposal 
fur new legislation oi amend- 
meats to existing laws enn- 
ccming women to Parliament 

‘'Hopefully, your reounineii- 
Jations will help us. in Parlia- 
ment, lo accelerate effoils in 
acctitnplishinu legislation to 
ensure women their legal 
rights." Mr. Sruur told ihe por- 
ticipjnt.s in the meeting enti- 
tled "Women in Penal Legisla- 
tion." 

He listened to tlie delega- 
tion's requests, ideas, an * on- 
line ol the union's regional 
activities and their aspirations 
and objectives. 

Mr. Saiur lauded the union's 
endeavours and its drive to 
involve women in ihe v arious 
social, political and ecunomic 
activiiies in the Kingdom. 

The delegation members 
presented their union's 
demands and proposals l*>r 
impioving tlie aatusoi women 
and expressed their apprecia- 
tion ot Parliamentary backing 
fur women’s aspirations. 



Speaker of the House Sand Have! Srour Sunday meets with the Mafrutj guvernnrale 
branch of the Jordanian Women's l nion to discuss legislation or women's issues. The 
meeting was also attended bv Deputy Abdul Majid AI Aqtush at right (Islamist. Mad- 
abai (Petra photo) 


Jordan, Palestine attempt to resolve trade barriers 


AMMAN *J T.i — A J*»r 
dam.in-Paicstiiu.in tcvlitu- 
cal ciiii'iiviiiice .Sunday 
v •Hit cited in 4iiu::.ifi and 
according :l* *hc head of 
the Jordanian -idc. Secre- 
tary General of the Min- 
istry of Industry and 
Ti;t*!c Dr. Mohammad 
Sni.idi and his Palestinian 
counterpart Samir 

Huleileh, agreement was 
reached m principle on 
defining obstacles which 
impede trade across the 
bridges of the River Jor- 
dan. 

Tlie imped: men: s were 
outlined that the (wo sides 
could later discus such 
obstacles as well as iheir 
possible resolutions with 
Israeli authorities. 

"The issue ai hand h;Ls 
nothing to do w ith lists of 
commodities to be 
exchanged or customs 


lees lo be imposed but 
rather is connected with 
obstacles, which, once 
removed, would boost 
trade between Palestine 
and Jordan." Dr. Smadi 
said. 

Last inonlh, during a 
visit to Jordan, the head of 
a Palestinian economic 
and trade delegation said 
that the Palestinian Trade 
Promotion Corporation 
had issued $20 million 
worth of licences to 
im port products from Jor- 
dan hut has only been able 
to buy $3 million u'unli of 
goods from the Kingdom. 

He said dial Israeli 
restrictions at the bridges 
were barring the flow of 
goods between the two 
sides. 

Dr. Smadi affirmed that 
in the past few weeks Jor- 
dan and Israel have 


agreed to solve u number 
of issues pertaining to 
trade amn.ip Jordan, 
Palestine and Israel. 

One of these problems is 
the hack-in-hack sj stem 
of transporting Jordanian 
exports though crossing 
points in the Jordan Val- 
ley and Wadi Aruba, he 
said. 

On Dec. 13. Minister of 
Transport Nasser Lawzi 
stated that Israel agreed 
to allow Jordan to trans- 
port cement and oil direct- 
ly lo the occupied territo- 
ries and that these ship- 
ments are expected to 
begin by January I, 1997. 

The new arrangement is 
pan of an accord between 
Jordan and Israel regard- 
ing the replacement of the 
back-to-back system of 
transport which formerly 
emailed long delays and 


inspections as well as the 
reloading of goods onto 
Israeli vehicles at the bor- 
der. 

Some of these problems 
have been resolved but in 
the next 10 days Jordan 
hopes rn eradicate all 
uther problems impeding 
trade, Dr. Smadi said. 

He confirmed that Jor- 
dan and the Palestinian 
National Authority are 
now involved in gradually 
increasing the number of 
commodities traded 

between them until they 
reach a free trade without 
customs duty. 

"We have agreed, in 
principle, to add more 
commodities to the lists of 
goods to be traded and the 
two sides are comparing 
the list with that agreed 
upon between Jordan and 
Israel and between Pales- 


tine and Israel . 

Mr. Huleileh released a 
statement after the meet- 
ing. describing the talks 
as positive and practical 
and that u was the firs! 
such meeting between the 
two sides since the Jur- 
dan-Palesiine trade agree- 
ment was signed one and 
a halt years ago. 

Expressing hope that the 
meeting would yield fruit- 
ful results for the Jordan- 
ian and Palestinian busi- 
ness communities. Mr. 
Huleileh maintained the 
importance of periodic 
meetings. 

He said that the techni- 
cal committee will resume 
meeting in Amman next 
month, expressing hope 
that more agreements 
would be finalised before 
the end of January. 


TN BRIEF 


Prime minister discusses projects with ICARDA JUST signs agreement with Iraqi university 


AMNlANf Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul* Karim Kabariti Sunday received 
Directur General of the International Centre for Agricultural Research in Dry’ 
Areas t ICAR DA) Adel Billaji ;ind the two discussed agricultural cooperation 
between Jordan and ICARDA. The meeting wys also attended by Minister of 
Agriculture Mustafa Slincikal, who. in *a separate meeting with Mr. Billaji, dis- 
cussed ICARDA plans to implement joint projects in the ureas of agricultural 
research, water harv est, and field crops. 


RAMTHAl Petra) — Jordan University of Science and Technology GUST \ 
and the Iraqi Mustansirieh University Sunday signed an executive pro- 
gramme of cultural and scientific cooperation. The two universities have 
agreed to seconding teaching staff from one university to the other and will 
participate in conferences and seminars organised by both. The pro- 
gramme also provides for the exchange of visits by heads of scientific 
departments and teaching staff, and student delegations. 


Two women killed in alleged ‘crimes of honour’ 


By Rana KusSeini 

Special tn ihe Junimi Tunes 

AMMAN — Madaha authorities 
Sunday reported that j 22-vear-old 
man was apprehended Thursday for 
killing his aunt in the Thcihan town 
of Madabu for her alleged involve- 
ment in "immoral aflairs." 

Ra'ed Murad Sa’eed turned him- 
self in shortly after he reportedly- 
shot and killed his 23 -year-old aunt 
Recnt Su'eed in her fathers house, 
according to official sources. 

Alt official, who preferred 
anonymity, said the suspect told the 
authorities that he killed his aunt to 
defend his family's honour as she 
went out with a man. 

According to the source, the vic- 
tim, a third-year student at M’ut.i 
University met a man who worked 


as a bus driver two months prior to 
the incident who wanted to marry 
her. but her family refused. 

"Instead, Rcctn was engaged to 
one of her cousins," the source told 
the Jordan Times Sunday. 

Two days prior to the incident, the 
source maintained, the victim met 
with the man that she wished to 
marry*, "her family knew about it 
and urged Ra’ed lo kill her to 
cleanse their honour." 

On the morning, of the incident, 
the source added, the suspect mon- 
itored the victim’s house, and when 
her mother left the house and she 
was* alone, he entered and began to 
argue with her. 

"I Ra'ed | asked Recm about her 
alleged affair and she told him that 
ii was none of his business, he 
became angry, drew a gun ;uid shot 


her three times in the head and 
chest," the source said. 

Also in Irbid, a 35 year-old 
divorced woman was shot and 
killed by her brother last week in a 
building in Shahid street in down- 
town Irbid, according to an official 
source. 

According to the source, the 
woman was shot three times in the 
chest by her brother for alleged 
adultery. 

He turned himself into police 
immediately following the incidenL 

Officials would not release names 
nor any information regarding the 
motives of the murder odier than “it 
was a crime of honour.” 

Police said they were investigat- 
ing both incidents. 

The two women killed last week, 
briims the number of women 


reportedly killed in "honour 
crimes" in the Kingdom since Janu- 
ary to 14. 

Meanwhile, Madaba police are 
investigating lire death of two peo- 
ple, found in a car which had slid in 
a steep valley near Ma'ccn Spas 
Friday, official sources said. 

"Preliminary investigations indi- 
cate that the owner of the ear might 
have forgotten to pull the hand- 
brake in his ear and therefore his 
vehicle, which w as parked near the 
edge, rolled down and rested in the 
valley." the source said. 

The owner of ihe car. in his early 
40s and the other passenger, a 
womar in her early 30s. were not 
identificu by officials. 

Police said they were investigat- 
ing the incident. 
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'Hair samples do not 
match in criminal case’ 


By Rana Husseini 

' y . i d :kc /;■»-. An: Vwf.v. 

— ft .rimiiul Ijhu- 
i. expert in die 

>n tw»» meti. uong the 
e.’Jth penally. Sunday fold the 
Cnmtn.il Court th.«i hair sam- 
rie* !• *u »d in the victim'-. 
• Eii'iit K.I i.i shram i hand was m*l 
ilia! i*f .iny ol'llie dciandanis. 

The iv.u. bcltinging to a 
gr**up ni 12 people oi whom 
two have been acquitted, 
known as "Ldwan Mills." are 
being reined ai the Criminal 
Court, alter the Court of Cassa- 
tion examined their case and 
returned it to the Criminal 
Court in April asking for a 
retrial. 

I mad and Axed Smadi. along 
wish a third defendant KhaJer 
Mubarak, were inund guilty 
of robbing and murdering Mr. 
Khashram, 7U. in his 
Shmcisani home on Nov. 22. 
iv»92. 

Cupuin Uliana Haddadin of 
the Criminal Laboratory, testi- 
fied that she examined hair 
samples taken from the defen- 
dants and compared it to those 
found in Mr. Khashram's 
hands, but slated that the 
results "based on probability" 


md:...:eil rh.it ihe hair samples 
did n<u m.iica 

"My repon is based **n pr<>b- 
jhiliiy and not tni Jeliime 
results, and tin: pr**habil:t\ is 
that the hair t*'und m the xie* 
uni's hand is not identical." she 
told (he court. 

Tlie Hi, all l ruin the same 
family, received prison sen- 
tences ranging from Id years 
t*» the death penally . tor com- 
mitting a total nf 25U crimes, 
including murder, armed rob- 
bery. theft, kidnapping and 
fraud. 

W hen asked by Cnmin.il 
Court Prosecutor Ali Abu 
Hjeleh whether there were tul- 
licles on i he hair samples she 
tested, which are vital in deter- 
mining blood type, the expL-n 
could not confirm if t'ullicles 
existed. 

At the end of court session. 
Mr. Abu Hjeleh asked the court 
to give the prosecution witness 
lime to check ihe lah records to 
determine if hair follicles did 
exisi. The court, headed by 
Judge AhJul Ruhman Tawliq 
which included Judges Ismael 
Hmouz and Mifich Mubeidm. 
agreed and set Jan. n to hear 
the second testimony u| Capi. 
Haddadin. 
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Taleban claim Afghan 


opposition attack repulsed 


KABUL (AFP) — The Ta- 
leban militia has repulsed 
an attack by opposition for- 
ces in the strategic Tagab 
Valley northeast of Kabul, 
Taleban-controlled Radio 
Shariat reported Sunday. 

The report said rival for- 
ces launched an attack on 
the Islamic militia at 9:00 
p.m. (1630 GMT) Saturday, 
but no ground was lost and 
20 opposition soldiers were 
taken prisoner. 

The Tagab Valley runs 
north from the town of Sa- 
robi. 70 kilometres east of 
Kabul, with the southern 
part controlled by the Isla- 
mic militia and the north by 
forces loyal to the ousted 
government's military 
Commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 

The valley is currently the 
only open road link between 
Taleban and opposition- 
controlled areas, with other 
highway closed by fighting 


or blocked by snow and ice. 

Fighting in the district is 
said to have been mainly 
minor skirmishes so far. but 
an AFP correspondent trav- 
elling through the valley Sa- 
turday reported increased 
military presence of both 
rival factions. 

The Taleban — who con- 
trol Tagab village, the dis- 
trict centre — have brought 
up a number of tanks and 
rocket launchers. 

Mr. Masood’s forces were 
seen digging in on hilltops 
and assuming positions in 
mud buildings up to two 
kilometres from the village. 

No independent confirma- 
tion of the Radio Shariat 
attack report was immedi- 
ately available, but a 
spokesman for Mr. Masood 
said Saturday that there 
would be an increase of 
opposition “harassment" of 
the Taleban in Tagab in the 
coming weeks. 


Mr. Masood has enlisted 
the support of ex-riva 
Commanders Zardad, Cha- 
man and Qalam. who previ- 
ously controlled Sarobi 
before it was overran by the 
Taleban before they took 
Kabul in September. 

A spokesman for Mr. 
Masood said the comman- 
ders would be returning to 
the valley in the next few 
days to renew contacts and 
build up forces for a major 
assault on the Taleban. 

The Tagab Valley was the 
scene of heavy fighting 
between rival factions in 
1993 and 1994. causing up 
to 60,000 civilians to flee 
the area to camps near the 
Pakistan border. 

Many of those who fled 
have now returned to the 
mainly agricultural district, 
but aid workers fear 
renewed fighting could lead 
to a new flood of displaced 
persons leaving the area. 


21 militants reported killed in Algeria 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Algerian security forces 
killed 21 armed Islamic mil- 
itants near here Saturday, 
the Liberre and L'Authen- 
tique newspapers reported 
Sunday. 

A total of 1 8 members of a 
rebel faction of the Armed 
Islamic Group (GIA) were 
killed after a five-hour gun- 
battle at Haouch El Mekhfi. 
near Meftah. 30 kilometres 
southeast of Algiers. 

The militants were hiding 
out io a bunker dug under 
horticultural glasshouses, 
its entrance hidden behind 
refuse and scrap iron. 

The rebel faction was led 
by Miloud Hobbi, also 
known as Hassan Abou El 
Walid, who announced a 
split with the GIA leader- 
ship in July. 

Abou El Walid was not 
among the dead, but two of 
his top lieutenants were 
killed in the clash. 

Security forces also reco- 
vered two Kalashnikov as- 
sault rifles, around 15 pis- 
tols and a number of gre- 
nades. 

Also Saturday, security 
forces killed three Islamic 
militants near a cemetery in 
the southwest Algiers sub- 
urb of Beni-Messous. The 
militants were armed with 
automatic pistols. 

The GIA has claimed res- 
ponsibility for many of the 
attacks carried out since Is- 
lamic extremists took up 
aims against the military- 
backed regime in 1992. 

More than 50.000 people 
are believed to have died in 
the fighting. 

Meanwhile, a bomb ex- 
plosion killed a secondary 
school girl and wounded 
another Saturday outside a 
school in the coastal pro- 
vince of Tipaza, 60 kilome- 


tres west of Algiers. Alge- 
rian security forces said. 

A statement by the official 
Algerian News Agency 
(APS) said security forces 
reported the explosion oc- 
cured at 12.10 a.m. (1110 
GMT) in the town of Dou- 
aouda . 

Muslim guerrillas have 
been blamed for the deaths 
of 49 civilians this month in 
the neighbouring province 
of Blida. including 20 bus 
passengers. 

Another 60 civilians died 
in November in Blida and 
Algiers in guerrillas raids 
and bombings, including 10 
killed by a car bomb in 
Algiers's southwestern sub- 
urb of Birkhadem. 

In Washington, the U.S. 
Immigration and Naturali- 
sation Service Saturday 
confirmed that it has de- 
tained an Algerian Islamic 
militant who was reportedly 
seeking political asylum in 
the United States. 

INS spokesman Russ Ber- 
geron. confirming a report 
in Sunday editions of the 
Washington Post, said An- 
war Haddam was arrested 
on Dec. 6. a day after the 
expiration of the “parole" 
status that allowed him to 
remain legally in the United 
States. 

Mr. Haddam. who came to 
the United States in 1992 
and has since served as a 
U.S.-based spokesman for 
Algeria’s Islamic Salvation 
front, had applied for politi- 
cal asylum, according to the 
post. 

Mr. Bergeron, citing U.S. 
privacy laws, could not con- 
firm that Mr. Haddam had 
been seeking asylum, but 
said his “petition" had been 
denied by an immigration 
court on Oct. 3. He also 
could give no reason why 


the petition was denied. 

Mr. Haddam was among 
18S Islamic militants who 
won seats in Algeria’s legis- 
lature in the first round of 
an election in December 
1991. The Algerian army 
then intervened to cancel a 
runoff in January 1992. pre- 
venting a victory by the 
Islamic Salvation Front, 
also known as the FIS. 

The government outlawed 
the group and jailed or 
exiled its members, includ- 
ing Haddam. 

Haddam initially fled to 
France, which expelled him 
in 1992. He faces arrests if 
he returns to either France 
or Algeria. 

Mr. Bergeron said Mr. 
Haddam had appeared 
twice before an immigra- 
tion court but .tis case had 
been continued. 

Eventually, an immigra- 
tion court will have to de- 
cide whether Mr. Haddam 
should be expelled, he said.' 

Mr. Haddam is married 
and has four children, three 
of whom are U.S. citizens 
because they were bom 
here. Mr. Bergeron said. 

Mr. Haddam is renewing 
his request for political asy- 
lum from his cell at an ins 
detention facility, the Post 
reported. 

It said he had also been 
served with a civil lawsuit by 
seven Algerian and French 
plaintiffs who are seeking 
unspecified damages for 
"crimes against humanity, 
war crimes, and other gross 
human rights and humanitari- 
an law violations." 

The plaintiffs accused Mr. 
Haddam and the FIS of in- 
volvement in assassina- 
tions. torture, hijacking, 
sexual violence against wo- 
men and sex-based apar- 
theid. the Post reported. 


Car bomb injures one in Belfast 
amid fears of Christmas violence 


BELFAST (AFP.) — A car 
bomb blast in a Catholic 
area of Belfast Sunday 
wounded a nationalist lea- 
der, two days after an at- 
tempted murder claimed by 
the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA), heightening fears of 
an escalation of violence. 

Initial police reports said 
the blast in the Ardoyne dis- 
trict of northern Belfast, 
occurred outside the home 
of Eddie Copeland, who is a 
well-known nationalist lea- 
der. 

Mr. Copeland had just left 
his home and got into his 
car when the bomb, be- 
lieved ro have been placed 
beneath the vehicle, explod- 
ed. He was taken to hospital 
with leg injuries. 

“I think it is potentially 
the beginning of a spiral." 
David Ervine. leader of the 
Progressive Unionist Party, 
close to the loyalist militia, 
said after Sunday’s attack. 

On Friday, the IRA 
claimed responsibility for 
an attack in a predominant- 
ly nationalist area of West 
Belfast in which a police- 
man was shot and slightly 
injured. 

The claim came just as the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary 
(RUC) warned the public to 
be on the alert amid fears of a 
renewed IRA bombing cam- 
paign in the province during 
the Christmas period. 


“Police are warning the 
public to be particularly 
vigilant in light of recent 
terrorist activity.” an RUC 
statement said. 

It was “especially con- 
cerned that there is a threat 
facing the community" after 
the discovery of several 
arras caches as well as the 
thwarting of a IRA opera- 
tion on the border between 
Ireland and the province. 

The IRA, which seeks to 
unite Northern Ireland with 
the Irish Republic, ended a 
17-month ceasefire in Feb- 
ruary with a London bomb 
that left two dead, and has 
since carried out a series of 
attacks both in mainland 
Britain and in Northern 
Ireland. 

Its political wing, Sinn 
Fein, has been barred from 
ongoing multi-party talks 
on Northern Ireland's furore 
until the ceasefire is 
renewed. 

The latest attacks have 
raised fears that loyalist pa- 
ramilitaries. who draw sup- 
port from the Protestant 
community and are cam- 
paigning for the continu- 
ance of British rule in the 
province, will also call off 
their ceasefire. 

On Sunday, more than 
1,000 people marched 
through the streets of Bel- 
fast calling for peace. 
Among the demonstra- 


tors. Catholic and Protestant 
alike, were several Northern 
Irish singers. 

One of them Brian Ken- 
nedy, bom in a Catholic ..a 
tionalist district of West 
Belfast, said a mark of 
progress was that he did not 
believe such a demonstra- 
tion would have been possi- 
ble. 20jears ago. 

‘“One oTthe' great things is 
it brings people together for 
a while.” he told reporters. 
“It's particularly important 
for children from different 
communities. If they spend 
more time together then 
there's hope." 

Lord Mayor of Belfast. 
Councillor Ian Adamson, 
added: “People are still ask- 
ing for peace, demanding 
peace, and 1 know that in 
the end they will get it.” 

However, organisers said 
they were disappointed at 
the relatively small turnout. 

“It's a big disappointment. 
I would have thought more 
people -would have come. 
The events of the last few 
days are so depressing I 
think they have lost their 
enthusiasm for peace," 
Peter McQuade said. 

Mr. Copeland was shot 
and seriously wounded by a 
British soldier during the 
funeral of Thomas Begley, 
an IRA extremists blown up 
by a bomb he was carrying 
in October. 1993. 



Security forces, perched on roof-tops, fire a water cannon at revolting prisoners in Jessore Sunday. At ieast four 
prisoners and one policeman were killed during a raid which ended the prisoner's week-long mutiny (Reuter photo) 


5 die as Bangladesh police end prison revolt 


DHAKA (R) — Security 
forces opened Fire and used 
teargas, water cannon and a 
bulldozer to storm a prison 
in Bangladesh Sunday, cru- 
shing a revolt by inmates in 
fighting which left at least 
five dead, police said. 

More than 200 other pris- 
oners and nearly 100 police- 
men were injured when se- 
curity forces raided the pri- 
son in Jessore early Sunday, 
crashing through prison 
gates and a barricade erect- 
ed by inmates before round- 
ing up some 2.700 muti- 
neers. 

The raid ended the week- 
long uprising, the Iasi ‘ of 
four which broke out across 
the country in the past 


week. 

Police said one police 
officer was among the dead. 
At least 30 security men 
were admitted to hospitals. 

"Armed prisioners shot 
dead Com. .able Rafiqul 
Islam.” Police Superinten- 
dent Ali Imam Chowdhury, 
who led the 3-1/2 hour 
operation, told Reuters. 

Police recovered one re- 
volver. one home-made gun 
and huge number of spears, 
knives and Iron rods from 
the prisoners. 

He said: "Police did fire 
shots but not all the deaths 
came from our Firing. We 
found one prisoner hanged 
by the mutineers suspecting 
him a government informer. 


"We swung into action 
only after the prisoners de- 
fied our last-minute call to 
surrender.” Mr. Chowdhury 
said. 

The prisoners set piles of 
blankets on fire to block the 
entry of about 1.500 armed 
police into the jail. 

The Jessore prisoners be- 
gan their revolt Monday, set- 
ting off unrest in three other 
prisons, including the high- 
security Dhaka Central Jail. 

Witnesses said hundreds 
of anxious relatives crowd- 
ed outside the prison and 
many of them seen wailing. 

The mutiny was triggered 
by the release of 90 prison- 
ers under an amnesty mark- 
ing the country’s 25th inde- 


pendence anniversary Mon- 
day. Prisoners, angered at 
being excluded from the 
amnesty, demanded free- 
dom while others sought 
better treatment and food. 

On Friday, prisoners in the 
Dhaka Central Jail rebelled 
but were overpowered by 
guards after a brief fight in 
which 15 guards and 35 in- 
mates were injured. 

The revolt in northwestern 
Tangail town by prisoners 
who kept six guards and offi- 
cials hostage ended peaceful- 
ly Thursday after a local poli- 
tician persuaded them to re- 
turn to their cells. A mutiny in 
southern barisal jail Thursday 
was suppressed within an 
hour by security forces. 


Gingrich 

admits 


misleading 

House 


ethics panel 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
U.S. House of Representa- 
tives Speaker Newt Ging- 
rich admitted Saturday he 
had submitted erroneous 
information to the House 
Ethics Committee, as 
charged by the panel, but 
said he had not intended to 
mislead it. 

"With great sadness, I 
have filed an answer which 
admits to that violation.” 
Mr. Gingrich, second-in- 
line to succeed the presi- 
dent. said in a statement 
about filing false informa- 
tion. 

He said he regretted hav- 
ing "brought down on the 
people's House a contro- 
versy which could weaken 
the faith people have in 
their government.” 

"In responding to com- 
plaints in this matter, I did 
not manage the effort in- 
tensely enough to s thror- 
oughly direct or review 
information being submit- 
ted to the committee on my 
behalf. 

"In rav name and over 


my signature, inaccurate, 
incomplete and unreliable 
statements were given to 
(the) committee, but 1 did 
not intend to mislead the 
committee." Mr. Gingrich, 
a Georgia Republican, said. 

T accept responsibility 
for this, and I deeply regret 
it," he added. "I did not 
seek persona] gain, but my 
actions did nof reflect cred- 
itably on the House of 
Representatives." 

His statement was re- 
leased at the same time as 
the Ethics Investigative 
Sub-committee issued a 
statement of alleged viola- 
tions against Mr. Gingrich, 
who is seeking to become 
the first Republican to be 
reelected House speaker in 
68 years. 

At the centre of the ethics 
probe was the use of tax- 
deductible charitable con- 
tributions to a college 
course Mr. Gingrich taught 
from 1993 to 1995. Federal 
tax laws bar the use of tax 
deductible contributions to 
further a partisan political 
agenda. 

House Republican leaders 
rallied around Mr. Gingrich 
with an eye to minimising 
any damage to his prospects 
for reelection as speaker 
when the new Congress con- 
venes on Jan. 7. 


Lebed calls on Yeltsin to resign 


MOSCOW (AFP) — For- 
mer Russian security chief 
Alexander Lebed said Sun- 
day that President Boris 
Yeltsin was too ill to govern 
and should quit, as the 
Russian leader prepared to 
return to the- Kretolra lifter- a ! 
six-month absence! for heart 


surgery. 

"The president is too ill to 
run the country. It is time 
for him to resign and go and 
rest," Gen. Lebed said in an 
interview with Moscow 
Echo radio. 

Gen. Lebed said Mr. Yel- 
tsin, who Underwent a quin- 
tuple heart bypass operation 
on Nov. 5. was “quite sim- 
ply a very sick man." 

"When there is a very ill 
man. at his side there is a 
regent who is running the 
country'. He is a man that no 
one has ever elected and 
that no one will ever elect. 1 
am categorically opposed to 
that." Gen. Lebed said. 

Gen. Lebed was referring 
to the highly influential 
head of the presidential ad- 
ministration Anatoly Chu- 
bais, who is said to have 
gained influence since Mr. 
Yeltsin’s illness. 

Gen. Lebed's comments 
came as Mr. Yeltsin pre- 
pared to head back to work, 
insisting his recovery was 
complete. 

"The convalescence is 
over. I will be back at work 
in the Kremlin at 9:00 a.m. 
Monday,” Mr. Yeltsin said 
in a televised address to the 


nation Friday, adding: “The 
country needs an active and 
energetic president." 

The Russian leader was 
due Sunday to move from 
his residence at Zavidovo. 
100 kilometresnorthwest of 
tf# .capital, to his dacha at 
Gorky-9, 20 kilometres 
west of Moscow, from 
where he will commute dai- 
ly to the Kremlin. 

Gen. Lebed said, howev- 
er. that he had “knowledge 
of a file" which made clear 
the convalesence was not 
over, but gave no derails. 

Gen. Lebed’s remarks 
were denied Sunday by 
those close to Mr. Yeltsin. 

“I believe the doctors, 
who tell us the president 
will maintain his ability ro 
work and will be active for 
10 years,” Sergei Filatov, 
the former head of the pres- 
idential administration, 
said. 

The president's circle 
hope the return to the Krem- 
lin will put an end to ru- 
mours about Mr. Yeltsin’s 
health. The Russian leader 
already has key events sche- 
duled, including meetings 
with his German, French 
and U.S. counterparts over 
the next three months. 

It is not the first time that 
Gen. Lebed has questioned 
the Russian leader's ability 
to work. 

On Friday, the German 
ZDF Television channel 
broadcast an interview in 
which he said Mr. YeJtsin 


had begun drinking again. 

“We have reason to think 
that the (presidential) elec- 
tion will take place before 
2000 ... the president has 
started drinking again, and 
he is forbidden to drink,” 
Gen. Lebed said. . 

Mr. Yeltsin was elected in 
July to a second terra, until 
2000. but poor health has 
kept him out of the Kremlin 
for the last six months.' 

He appointed Gen. Lebed 
head of the Security Coun- 
cil after the popular Afghan 
veteran came third in the 
first round of presidential 
elections with 15 per cent of 
the vote. 

Opinion polls now sug- 
gest that Gen. Lebed, who 
was fired in October, is the 
most likely candidate to win 
backing for a bid to succeed 
Mr. Yeltsin. 

He looks set to keep up 
the pressure in the coming 
weeks. On Thursday he is 
scheduled to mark his return 
ro active politics with an- 
nouncement of the creation 
of a new political party. 

He is also due to say 
whether or not he will run 
for governor in his strong- 
hold of Tula. 200 kilometres 
south of Moscow. 

Gen. Lebed's doubts about 
Mr. Yeltsin's health were 
echoed in opposition ranks. 

Nationalist deputy Sergei 
Baburin told Echo Moscow: 
“For the moment I have no 
proof of the president’s abil- 
ity to resume his functions.” 


Russian minister: Cold war is not over 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
Defence Minister Igor 
Rodionov said in a televi- 
sion interview broadcast 
Saturday that the cold war 
with the United States was 


not over. 

“I think the cold war is 


not yet over, to a certain 
extent,” Mr. Rodionov told 
Russian Television in an 
interview recorded as he 


returned from meetings at 


NATO Headquarters in 
Brussels Wednesday. 

“There exist two coun- 
tries, Russia and the United 
States, with powerful nuc- 
lear potentials capable of 
destroying the globe and 
turning each other into 
dust " he said. “Is there a 
100 per cent guarantee that 
a possible conflict can be 
avoided?' 

At a news conference 
Wednesday, Mr. Rodionov, 
saying NATO's plans to 
enlarge eastwards were un- 
acceptable, declined a 
NATO offer to exchange, 
military officers as a first 
step to a radical new rela- 
tionship between the for- 


mer cold war adversaries. 

“The position is as fol- 
lows. NATO enlargement 
to the east is unacceptable 
to Russia." Mr. Rodionov 
said. 

“We don’t understand 
why other countries are 
being taken on board and 
Russia is being ignored." 
he said, warning exclusion 
could mean “a return to the 
bad old days of the cold 
war.” 

NATO had hoped that 
Mr. Rodionov would take 
the first concrete step to- 
wards a charter after Fo- 
reign Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov said last week 
Moscow was ready to talk 
despite opposition to 
NATO's eastward enlarge- 
ment plans. 

In Saturday's television 
interview, Mr. Rodionov 
said that NATO members 
wanted to expand the al- 
liance as a curb against 
Russia. 

‘They thought. OK, Rus- 
sia is weak economically, 
and from the military point 
of view, and its geography 


is changed, and it has more 
internal problems now and 
fewer allies, if any, so we 
can carry on with a policy 
of force,” he said. 

“Some countries, espe- 
cially former Soviet allies, 
asked (to join NATO), so 
they thought how can we 
turn them down? Let’s 
accept them, and also, just 
in case, enlarge our mili- 
tary power and move clos- 
er to the Russian border. 
Who knows how the new 
Russia will develop?" he 
said. 

Russia is deeply opposed 
to NATO plans to open 
talks at a July 8-9 summit” 
in Madrid next year to' 
admit a number of former 
Communist countries from 
Eastern Europe. The most 
likely are Poland. Hungary 
and the Czech Republic. 

Mr. Rodionov was retired 
from military service earli- 
er this month by President 
Boris Yeltsin to become 
Russia's first civilian de- 
fence minister. 


Kashmir 


militant: 


Western 


hostages 

killed 


NEW DELHI (R) — The 
Indian Express newspaper 
reported Sunday a jailed 
member of the K ashm i ri 
militant group that kidnap- 
ped four Western hostages 
had told Indian interroga- 
tors they were killed last . 
December by their captors. 

The “confessions” of Na- 
sir Mehmood, described by 
the Express as a financial 
chief of Kashmir’s Harkat 
ITl Ansar group, tallied 
with fears expressed re- 
cently to Reuters by Wes- 
rera diplomats searching 
for the tourists. i 

Indian officials say the 1 
militants who kidnapped 
Britons Keith Mangan and 
Paul Wells, American Do- 
nald Hutchings and Ger- 
man Dirk Hasert in the : 
Pahalgam region of Kash- 
mir in July 1995 were • 
members of the Pakistan- 
based HarkaL 
Two other men were ta- 
ken hostage at the same 
time. John Childs, an Ame- 
rican. was allowed to es- 
cape after a couple of days 
as he had a bad leg and 
became a burden to his 


captors. 

Hans Christian Ostro.a 
Norwegian, was killed in 
August. 1995, after one of 
his captors was overcome 
by anger with Ostro's re- 
peated attempts to escape. 
Mr. Mehmood said. 

Mr. Mehmood said the 
remaining four hostages 
were killed after Indian 
security' forces killed one 
of the main members of the 
A1 Faran — the name given 
to the shadowy guerrilla 
group that abducted the 
tourists on holiday in : the 
.! Himalayan state of 
‘ Kashmir and Jammu. 

k AI Faran is believed to be 
connected to Harkat, but 
Harkat has denied any ties 
to A1 Faran. 

“Under these circum- 
stances. and perhaps keep- 
ing in mind that the A] 
Faran had already given a 
press note to the effect that 
the array had taken away 
the hostages, Sikander (the 
codename of a captor) or- 
dered me execution of the 
four remaining hostages," 
Mr. Mehmood said. 

“Accordingly, the for- 
eigners were killed on Dec. 
13. 1995. in the Magam 
area of Kokamag and bu- 
ried in the jungles there. 
“The exact location where 
they were buried was kept 
a secret as was desired by 
the group," he said. 

Western diplomats speak- 
ing privately said they 
feared the four hostages 
were killed in December 
last year after A1 Faran mil- 
itant and key captor Abdul 
Hamid Turki was killed by 
Indian security forces. 

"Our fear is that they are 
not alive,” one diplomat 
said. ‘They were most like- 
ly killed in December after 
one of the militants was 
killed." 

The newspaper report 
said Mr. Mehmood named 
five Pakistanis and a Turk 
as the main members of Ai 
Faran. 

Mr. Mehmood said Ostro- 
was shot by Turki. the 
Turkish member of Al 
Faran, who then beheaded 
the body. 

Mr. Mehmood in his 
interrogation said the had 
core group had disobeyed 
Harkat leaders in initially 
carrying out the kidnap- 
ping. but remained in coiS- 
tacr with the Harkat leadei- 
ship, including himself. ' 

Hg also described the 
Harkat leadership as beco- 
ming increasingly riven by 
-squabbling. 

Mr. Mehmood said the 
akistan government 
pressed the Harkat leaders 
in Pakistan to persuade Al 
Faran to release the hos- 
tages. 

But the local leaders re- 
fused to release the for- . 
signers unless the IndisoJ^ 
government released a 
number of Harkat leaders. - 
held in New Delhi's maxi- 
mum security Tihar« 

Mr. Mehmood is being 
held in Tihar. - •• 
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Serb Students keep up pressure; 
Milosevic organises counter-rallies 


BELGRADE t Agencies! — Dozens o! mi:* 
di-jits embarked on a long-distance match 
Wednesday in an effort to keep up pressure 
on Slobodan Milosevic eo recognise oppo- 
sition election vkiurics. 

Even while the Serbian president was tak- 
ing a conciliatory lice toward their de- 
n lands, his lieutenant* were organising 
o»unwr* rallies and using state media to at- 
t.iek his opponents as tools of - foreign pow- 
ers. 

Thirty-seven students inarched from 
Krugujevjc, 1 2(1 kilometres from Belgrade 
with an often letter they hoped to present to 
Mr. Milosevic. On Tuesday. 17 students 
arrived in Belgrade from Nis. r* ice as far 
from (he capital, and me: briefly with die 
Serbian president 

“We are on a w-.dk ui freedom and truth, 
and we are gome t*» Belgrade to help our 
icllow students/' said Miodrag Mistiimic. 
one of the marchers. 

Mr. Kugujevac. an industrial city. has 
been hit hard by unemployment and’ other 
economic woes during Mr Milosevic’s 
nearly 10 years in power. 

More protests hi students and the p»hu- 
cal opposition were planned in Belgrade 
Wednesday. Tuesday's demonstration drew 
the largest crowd in a month of protests — 
about 2uti,0U0 people. 

State TV Tuesday evening Lunched sLs 
fiercest a tuck to tlaie against the demon- 
sir.itors. broadcasting tootage of a pro-Mi- 
losevic rally in the eastern town i>t Majdan- 
pek. 

People interviewed pan* 'ted state media 
propaganda that the opposition was con- 
trolled by foreign powers. cuing the display 
of German and American flags at the 
Belgrade demonstrations. 

Two mure pro- Mi loses ic rallies were 
planned for Wednesday, in .Srcntska Mitro- 
vica and Vmnje. 

Protesters denied that they were being 
used by foreign powers to undennine 
Serbia. 

The Nis students gave Milosevic docu- 
mentation they said showed that election 
results in the city were falsified. The stu- 
dents said he promised to investigate the 
charges, without taking personal responsi- 


bility, 

A court in Nis late last week conceded the 
opposition victory there and ordered the 
!<>cal election commission which had 
declared Mr. Milosevic’s Socialists the win- 
ners to reissue the results . 

The Tanjug News Agency reported that 
Mr. Milosevic demanded that the Justice 
Ministry thoroughly examine the docu- 
ments and publish its findings. 

State TV. which is controlled by Mr. 
Milosevic, broadcast part of the meeting. 

"This state will not protect anyone who 
breaches the law,” he told the students, 
adding that they had ‘Secured legality" by 
coining to him. 

“Neither you nor I count the votes." he 
said. “All mistakes are passible." 

The capital is the most contested city, and 
Mr. Milosevic wants to keep control of it. 

Meanwhile, an international mission 
investigating Serbia's election fraud crisis 
wound up its work trailing hopes of a way 
nut to satisfy President Milosevic and his 
cheated opposition. 

Felipe Gonzalez, head of a mission from 
the Organisation for Security and Coope- 
ration in Europe (OSCE) said after talks 
w ith both sides that he w uuld make recom- 
mendations within a week. 

The Zajedno Coalition of opposition par- 
ties claimed it proved to the OSCE that it 
w as cheated of victory in Belgrade and 14 
other towns in local elections, unleashing 
five weeks of street demonstrations against 
Mr. Mrlrisct jc. 

Opposition sources said the Osce per- 
suaded Mi. Milosevic to surrender the 
towns, including Belgrade, but that he 
would exercise his right to call a fresh poll 
early in 14y7 to try to recover them for his 
ruling Socialists. 

Mr. Gonzalez, a former Socialist prime 
minister of Spain who saw Mr. Milosevic 
on his ow n. was bland about the outcome of 
the mission sent to dig Serbia out of live 
weeks of street demonstrations chut show 
no sign ol' diminishing. 

Buf an American member of the OSCE 
team, veteran diplomat Max Kampclmun, 
said die evidence it found of ejection fraud 
“seems to be impressive.” 


Pakistan premier concedes defeat 
in war on election corruption 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Pa- 
kistan's interim government 
has conceded defeat .in Us 
battle against "political cpjr- i 
ruption amongst thousands'll' 
candidates registered to con- ! 
test February 's general elec- 
tion. 

The caretaker Prime Minis- 
ter Malik Meraj Khalid said his 
administration had not found 
enough proof tu act against 
corrupt politicians, as Satur- 
day's registration deadline fur 


the Feb. 3 election passed. 

Addressing the Lahore High 
Court Bar Association Satur- 
day. the prime minister said 
corruption cases had been reg- 
istered and some top officials 
arrested, but courts had re- 
leased many for lack of evi- 
dence. 

Mr. Khalid was appointed 
by President Farooq .Ahmad 
Leghari to guide the country 
through new elections after 
the dramatic dismissal of 


Benazir Bhutto as prime min- 
ister on Nov. 5. 

Mr. Leghari accused Ms. 
Bhutto of corruption and mis- 
rule and ordered the interim 
administration to carry out -a 
purge. 

Press reports have made a se- 
veral accusations against poli- 
ticians, but Mr. Khalid said no 
proof had been left. In most 
eases records have been re- 
moved by government offi- 
cials, he said. 


Leading; AIDS 
researcher 
named Time’s 
Man of the 
Year 

NEW YORE tki — Time 
magazine named Dr. David 
Ho, a leading AIDS re- 
searcher. as its "Man of the 
Year" .Saturday. 

Dr. Ho, the scientific di- 
rector of the Aaron Dia- 
mond AIDS Research Cen- 
tre which has been in the 
vanguard of the battle 
against AIDS in the meJ- 
ieal community, pioneered 
die use of drug “cocktails” 
to combat HIV. providing 
the first glimmers of hope 
to people with AIDS lor 
better and longer lives. 

"When the history of this 
era is written, it is likely 
that the men and women 
who turned the tide on 
AIDS will be seen as true 
heroes ut the age." Time 
said in a statement. 

"For helping lit! a death 
sentcnee...on tens of thou- 
sands of AIDS sufferers, 
and fur pioneering the 
treatment that might, just 
might, lead to a cure. Da- 
vid Ho is Time's Man of 
the Year for 19%,” the 
magazine said. 

"Some people make 
headlines while others 
make history,” Time noted 
in its accompanying arti- 
cle. 

The past year has seen 
the greatest advancement 
in the medical fight against 
AIDS since the epidemic 
began 1 5 years ago. largely 
through die development 
of prorease inhibitors 
which when combined 
with other anti-HIV drugs 
often reduce the amount of 
virus in the blood to unde- 
tectable levels. 

"My colleagues and I ore 
greatly appreciative of this 
recognition,” Dr. Ho said 
in a statement. 

"While there is finally 
reason for optimism ... 
much work remains to be 
done. These advances rep- 
resent an improvement in 
treatment, not a cure. We 
have seen HIV stagger, but 
this tough foe has not been 
knocked down." Dr. Ho. a 
virologist und professor at 
Rockefeller University, 
said. 
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Chechen bomb blast kills 5 boys 


MOSCOW (AFP) — A 
bomb blast killed five boys 
aged between 10 and 12 
Sunday as they played in a 
village near the Chechen 
capital Grozny. First Depu- 
ty Prime Minivter Movlady 
L'dugm said. 

The remote-controlled 
bomb exploded by the side 
of a road in the village o! 
Berkat-Yun at 10 a.m. 
<07110 GMTi, the minister 
saiJ, quoted by Russian 
news agencies. 

’The bomb wj<> remote- 
controlled. it was a premed- 
itated explosion," Interfax 
quoted Mr. UJugov as say- 
ing. 

Sunday \ unyek follows a 
week of violence in the 
breakaway republic. 

The Chtrehen government, 
which is dominated by sep- 
aratists, has accused Rus- 
sian secret sen ices of try ing 
lo destabilise ihc country 
ahead of presidential and 
legislative elections on Jan. 
27. 

The vole is likely to return 
the separatists to power af- 
ter 21 months of war bet- 
ween Chechenya and Rus- 
sia, which ended with sig- 


nature of j peace treaty in 
August. 

Bui Mr. Idugox insured 
the recent una*st should not 
be allowed to torpedo the 
vote. 

"The election should take 
place on the scheduled 
date.” he said. 

Aslan Muskhadcv. former 
commander of separatist 
forces and prime minister of 
the coalition government, 
travelled to Berkai-Yurt to 
take part in funeral cere- 
monies for the dead chil- 
dren. who were buried on 
the day they died in accor- 
dance with Chechen tradi- 
tion. 

He also ordered Chechn- 
ya's Vice Prime Minister 
Ruslan Kutayev to take a I! 
necessary measures to en- 
sure ; he .safety of interna- 
tional observers and the 
Russian-speaking popula- 
tion. 

The new wav e uf \ iolenee 
began with the murder of 
six foreign Red Cross work- 
ers who were shot by 
masked gunmen in the hos- 
pital where they worked 
Tuesday. 

The follow ins* niuht. six 


Russian civilians were 
tailed, w ith no apparent mo- 
tive. by unknown assailants 
in two private houses in 
Grozny. 

Overnighi Friday ;o Satur- 
day . lour other Russian 
civilian* trom a -.ingle fam- 
ily were killed in their 
home, aiso in Grozny, again 
without obvious motive. 

The International Com- 
mittee of the ReJ Cross 
■ ICRCi and other huinam- 
larian organisations have 
'U spen Jed operations m 
Chechenya in the wake of 
Tuesday \ CaiTiage. 

On Sunday, representa- 
tives ul various Chechen as- 
sociations urged the interna- 
tional bodies to resume their 
humanitarian aid to the w ar- 
ia*. ageJ republic. ITAR- 
TASS ivews a-acne*. report- 
ed. 

In a statement addressed 
:o the 1CRC and the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees. the Chechen organi- 
sations denounced the "bar- 
barous" murder ot the si\ 
medical employees and 
vowed to Jo “everything 
possible to find and punish 
the euilrv Parties." 


The statement >md it rea- 
lised the anxiety of interna- 
tional organisations for their 
stall, hut said their with- 
drawal was extremely dam- 
aging for "thousands of ill 
people, isolated old people, 
orphans left without med- 
ical care, without food." 

In the face of v\ inter "that 
means death for mans of 
them." it warned. 

Mr. L dugov told Russian 
public television Saturday 
the introduction of Islamic 
Law was the only way to 
stamp out terrorism and 
crime, m an interview mon- 
itored by the BBC. 

Mr. Ldugov said the re- 
cent murders ot six Red 
Cross workers in Chechen- 
ya and the killings of Rus- 
sian civilians in the capital 
Grozny showed that a cam- 
paign of poliiL.il terrorism 
had been launched in the 
Caucasian republic. 

"It we want stability, if we 
want nonnal relations, if Rus- 
sia and our neighbours want 
stability in Chechenya now 
— then IslamiL Law is the 
only km capable .if ensuring 
stability and security for peo- 
ple." Mr. L dugov said. 


Rivals clash in Zaire; new government delayed 


KINSHASA iRi — Sup- 
porters ol two opposition 
leaders in Zaire clashed in 
the capital Kinshasa Satur- 
day as political leaders tried 
to hammer out a special go- 
vernment to handle a rebel 
war in the country 's eastern 
region. 

\\1ih tension running high 
in the capital over who 
should be the next prime 
minister. President Mobutu 
Sese Seko agreed to delay 
the formation of a crisis go- 
vernment to guide the coun- 
try in its war with Rwan- 
dan-backed rebels, state ra- 
dio said. 

Slate radio, quoting Mr. 
Mobutu's security adviser 
Honore Ngbanda. said 
Zaire’s bickering politicians 
had been given until early 
next week to nominate a 
government. 

"Marshal Mobutu respon- 
ded positively to a 48-hour 
extension of time requested 
by the politicians," the 


Voice of Zaire said as a 
Saturday deadline given by 
Mr. Mobutu passed. Puny 
leaders expect a new gov - 
emmeni to be in place by 
Monday. 

A spokesman for politi- 
cian Frederic Kibassa Mali- 
bu said two bodyguards of 
Mr. Kibassa. who heads a 
breakaway faction of the 
opposition alliance led by 
former Prime Minister Et- 
ienne Tshisekedi, were 
wounded in the clash in 
Limece district. 

Jostling over the post of 
prime minister has stoked 
tension in Kinsahsa since 
Mr. Mobutu returned this 
week from a long stay in 
Europe and called for a cri- 
sis team to tackle the rebels 
fighting in eastern Zaire. 

He appointed a new army 
chief and reorganised the 
military’ hierarchy to boost 
morale in his defeated army. 
But the political skirmish- 
ing in the capital appeared 


u> pi'w a new eri'is :m.iy 
from the batUelY.'iu. politi- 
cal analyst 'aid. 

Mr. T-»hisekc«Ji 's Mippmi- 
cvn have gr.cn a warning «.«i 
trouble in Kin-hasa if the 
radical opposition leader is 
nut brought back to the 
position of prime minister 
that he held brie 11 v. 

"Supporters of Mr. Tshise- 
kedi arrived this morning at 
their party headquarters for 
a meeting. But they u anted 
to prevent Mr. Kibassa's 
supporters from entering his 
i Kibassa’s! house which is 
situated just next door." 
spokesman Pruspere Ndu- 
me said. 

Witness Mubcnga Atnantl 
said Mr. Kibassa's body- 
guards responded by open- 
ing fire in the air. 

.As the 48-hour, deiuiling 
set by Mobutu for die new 
government passed, there 
was still heated Jebatc 
among political parlies tak- 
ing pan in meetings on who 


should ieaJ the cabinet. 

Supporters of Mr. Kibas- 
nj's taction of the l' DPS 
alliance of radical uppposi- 
lion panics have put his 
name forward as a candi- 
date. But incumbent Prime 
Minister Kengu Wa Dondo 
has support among many 
members of Mr. Mobutu's 
Popular Movement iMPRi 
who say Mr. Kengo repre- 
sents stability, political 
sources said. 

Other radical opposition 
groups and even some MPR 
members lined up behind 
Mr. Tshisekedi. who com- 
mands huge popularity 
among Kinshasa's teeming 
population of urban poor, 
the sources said. 

Mr. Tshisekedi *s UDPS 
has so far not taken pan ,in 
the political 'party consult^ 
lions initiated; by Mobutu 
Thursday, two days after 
returning home from four 
months of cancer surgery 
und rest in Europe. 
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Right move 

IT IS quite heartening that only one month after 
establishing that rented cars driven by young peo- 
ple are responsible for many fatalities on our roads, 
the Ministry of Interior issued new regulations 
aimed at limiting irresponsible behaviours by car 
rental offices and drivers. 

The ministry's move came in the wake of the 
shocking finding that 30 per cent of rented cars were 
involved in road accidents in the first eight months 
of this year. Much of the credit for highlighting the 
carnage caused by rented cars goes to the Jordanian 
Society For the Prevention of Road Accidents. 

The first step the authorities are taking in this 
regard is to curtail the number of rental offices. 
This, the authorities hope to achieve, by introduc- 
ing new conditions that all car rental offices would 
have to meet. The new regulations apply stiff penal- 
ties on offices which lease their vehicles to people 
who are less than 25 years of age even when they 
have valid driving licences. 

Given the proportions of the problem created by 
rented automobiles, the new’ conditions should apply 
to all people wishing to rent a car regardless of their 
citizenship. We certainly do not want to see a set of 
rules apply to Jordanian drivers and another to 
foreigners. Many of the rented cars involved in seri- 
ous accidents are driven by non- Jordanians. Such a 
category of drivers should come also within the 
scope of the additional rules. 

The moral responsibility for reducing the number 
of accidents though rests with car rental office own- 
ers. When 1,250 rental cars have been involved in 
road accidents in the first eight months of 1996, it 
becomes the direct responsibility of rental offices to 
exercise more discretion before they put dangerous 
drivers behind the steering wheels. Some legal mea- 
sures should hold rental places accountable when 
they are found to have exercised ill-judgement lead- 
ing to criminal negligence when renting their cars. 
Accountability is sure to make rental offices more 
discriminating when they lease their vehicles. The 
fact that there are so many people involved In this 
line of business indicates that the margin of profit is 
rather high even though so many of their cars are 
involved in major road accidents. This free-for-all 
market obviously calls for stiff regulations. The gov- 
ernment did right to step in at last to control it 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for AI Ra'i said Sunday that the internal 
problems plaguing Israel could steer it towards launch- 
ing war on the Arabs as a way out of the present situa- 
tion and in a bid. on the part of the present Israeli gov- 
ernment. to unify- the Israeli society. Fahed Fanek said 
Prime Minister Benvamin Netanyahu does not enjoy 
the support of the majority of his people: a recent pub- 
lic opinion poll in Israel showed that only 33 per cent 
have confidence in him. But. at the same time, the poll 
revealed that 63 per cent of the Israelis expect their 
government to wage war on the Arab countries, he 
noted. The writer said that Mr. Netanyahu’s procrasti- 
nation and delays in implementing the accords with the 
Palestinians and in reaching a settlement with Lebanon 
and Syria are motivated by his desire to unite the Israeli 
public behind him in the face of the common -Arab foe. 
Mr. Netanyahu hopes that enmity and hostility towards 
the Arabs can unite the people of the Jewish state while 
peace can only pave the ground for internal differences 
that divide them, according to the writer. He said the 
Arabs should not remain passive in the face of this sit- 
uation, but should rather strengthen their intrinsic force 
in the face of any eventuality. 

A WRITER for AI Dustour said in light of the present 
Israeli position, which poses a grave danger to Jordan 
as well as the other Arab countries, the government 
must adopt and practise new principles and stands at 
the political level. The government is invited to raise 
the subject of Israel's settlements at rhe national level 
and should direct the Jordanian public and the Arab 
World towards appropriate measures to counter the 
danger inherent in the Israeli settlements policy, said 
Taher Adwan. What Mr. Netanyahu is doing now is 
delivering a blow to all peace accords as his govern- 
ment is involved in building more settlements, judais- 
ing the Arab city of Jerusalem and refusing to comply 
with the requirements of peace, he noted. The writer 
said that Jordan should take the initiative in convening 
a meeting of Arab states, including Palestine. Egypt. 
Syria as well as Jordan itself, to discuss this Israeli 
challenge at the highest level because Mr. Netanyahu's 
present policies pose a direct danger to Jordan and the 
Palestinians and an indirect danger to other Arab states. 
What is needed from Arab countries, he suggested, is to 
translate statements of condemnation into practical 
plans to launch worldwide campaigns and to adopt a 
collective national stand that would deter Mr. 
Netanyahu from pursuing his present aggressive plans 
in the region. 


Economic Review 


Bv Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


What can one learn from a' Big Mac? 


THE AMAZING McDonald's has finally made it to Jordan and 
not a day too soon. It opened in Amman with a fanfare that over- 
shadowed the opening of other U.S.-bom food joints such as 
Pizza Hut. Subway and Kenny Rogers. The long lines of cus- 
tomers on opening day and the mile of cars with their passengers 
patiently awaiting for their turn in the drive-through line may be 
new to Jordan, but not to McDonald's. After all. a few years ago. 
when McDonald's first opened in Moscow offering the big Mac 
at a price that equalled the average monthly salary of a factory 
worker, it produced much noise in Western media and was even 
heralded as a sign of the victory of Western capitalism over 
socialism and planned economic systems. The large sales of 
McDonald's in London, a few years before the Moscow event, 
was seen to signal the success of the American free market sys- 
tem over the then labour-state-almost-socialist economy of 
Britain. The opening of McDonald's has always been viewed as 
the sign of capitalism or Americanism beating some monster or 
other “isnTI. 

However, the common thread among these events is that when 
McDonald's opened, there the unemployment rate was consid- 
erably high: Moscow and London were suffering from high 
unemployment rates, just like Amman. Therefore, people had 
little to lose by wailing, because their time was worth very little 
in the job market. In other words, people had little or zero oppor- 
tunity cost — the cost of forgone opportunity. This means that 
people whose time has very little relarive value are the ones will- 
ing to wait, which can be easily discerned from a quick investi- 
gation of the lines of customers waiting for entry to the "Golden 
Arches" of McDonald's. The majority of the clients were youth 
and teenagers at or below highschool age. housewives and chil- 
dren. which are segments of society that are not considered to be 
part of the labour force and therefore have little or no opportu- 
nity cost. 

But this is not all that an economist can say about the opening 
of a new McDonald's because McDonald’s ushers in a country 
the practice of quality and standard setting. It is true that a per- 
son can purchase the same exact McDonald's hamburger at any 
McDonald's around the globe. The customer is guaranteed the 
same taste and flavour. Quality standards are rigid and identical 
everywhere, which assures all customers of the outcome of their 
purchases. The sesame seeds, the bread bun. the meat patty, and 
the French fries will taste the same anywhere in the world, and 
that is an achievement by itself. The famous Big Mac has been 
used by economists to establish purchasing power parities (PPP) 
among nations, which is a way of viewing and comparing the 
different exchange rates, prices and interest rates across coun- 
tries. The idea is simple yet ingenious: since the Big Mac is 
identical in France to the one in London, one can easily estab- 
lish the value of the British pound relative to the French franc by 
measuring how much is paid in each of the two countries for the 
same product. (Almost three hundred years ago. Adam Smith 
said: “It is not for its own sake that men desire money, but for 
the sake of what they can purchase with it"). 

Why were the McDonald’s lines so long relative to other food 
franchises that opened in Jordan? Advertising. Every - time a per- 
son purchases a McDonald's product in the U.S., he/she is actu- 
ally advertising for the product in Amman. .And any lime 
McDonald’s corporau'on pays for an add somewhere in the 
globe, it is actually helping the sales of its product everywhere. 
Why? Because of standardisadon. 

But standards are hard to keep. And. indeed, quality assurance 
and standardisation will prove to be great additions to Jordanian 


business practices. As businesses and people learn the rewards 
of standardisation, they too will come to demand it in all prod- 
ucts and cause production quality to rise and never fall. The 
existence of such large chains will provide in time the know- 
how and learning-by-following to Jordanian businesses, big and 
small. 

McDonald's brought with it to Jordan the hourly wage-rate 
concept, whereby people work by the hour and are compensat- 
ed for their labour, measured by the number of hours rhey have 
worked. This is a genuine improvement, which, if employed in 
Jordan, would lead labourers to take less time for prayer, reduce 
absenteeism due to social events, such as attending the death or 
marriage ceremonies of relatives and friends during office 
hours, and make the appreciation of time more consistent with 
that of industrial nations. 

Also, the history of McDonald’s attests to the value of smart 
marketing and market segmentation techniques. In tight of the 
health awareness phenomena of the last two decades, the 
McDonald's meal, which is not the nuirition-conscious' healthy- 
choice. could have been dead commercially by now and 
McDonald's should have been wiped out two decades ago. It did 
not, though, because it introduced low-fat burgers, replaced lard 
with vegetable oil which is lower in cholesterol and introduced 
the playrooms and the Happy Meals for children. The last two 
items were major contributors to the survival of McDonald's as 
it became the place to take the kids. For a few dollars, one could 
take the kids to eat, play in a child-safe environment and even 
get a toy with their Happy Meal. Great marketing! 

In spite of all the above, the advent of McDonald's in Jordan 
has underscored a very important aspect: behaviour towards the 
customer. Jordanians hail from an authoritarian society that 
believes in power and control. Waiters, therefore, believe that 
the best way to act is like a police force and cause the customer 
to feel ill at ease. For example. I took my son a few days ago to 
celebrate his eighth birthday at McDonald's, a tradition that was 
started by his grandparents in the CJ.S. There, he was supposed 
to play with his friends, eat a clean, enjoyable meal and receive 
a gift in addition to the gifts he received from us. The pushing 
and shoving in the lines was somewhat annoying but not as 
annoying as the workers who banned the kids, including my son. 
from playing in the play room because another child's parents 
had reserved the room for their son’s birthday, a practice that is 
unheard of at any McDonald's in the developed world (devel- 
oped being the operative word here): playgrounds are public 
spaces available to all children who have purchased the product. 
They should not be reserved because reservation means exclu- 
sion. The rears and pains of children should never be caused by 
the mediocrity of behaviour, and never by a sophisticated, mod- 
em management. Upon calling the manager and displaying my 
disbelief and anger at such behaviour, the children were allowed 
to play for a few minutes only to be sent out a while later. 

Then, as we sat to eat our hamburgers and reminisce about the 
good old days, two waitresses approached us and told us that we 
had to move to another table because they wanted to cordon off 
the area where we sat in order to give another birthday party a 
sealed atmosphere. 

And there and then the thought struck me that yes. the Big 
Mac that I was holding was probably the same as the one 1 held 
in several other countries, but the enjoyment was gone because 
nobody seemed to have told these young managers that you do 
not displease several people to please one: that is bad for busi- 


Human Rights rilfe.- v 

The righttfT life 
starts with 
food and water 


Hebron — deciding the fate of the peace process 


By Michael Jansen 

IT IS noi surprising that on the eve 
of rhe visit by U.S. envoy Dennis 
Ross. Palestine President Yasser 
Arafat should state his hope that 
this time the U.S. will not be biased 
towards Israel in the ongoing nego- 
tiations on Israeli long-overdue 
withdrawal from the occupied 
Palestinian West Bank town of 
Hebron. Or that Arafat should state 
a preference for Europeun. over 
American, mediation. 

In the last round of discussions 
attended by Ross in October, the 
American adopted a completely 
biased altitude, backing up Israel in 
its demands on the Palestinians. 
And since then then: have been sev- 
eral key developments which would 
seem to indicate that the U.S. is no 
less biased today than it was in 
October, in spite of the fact that the 
American election season had 
passed with the incumbent presi- 
dent securing another four years. 
The Arabs, particularly Palestinian 
peace makers, had been counting on 
the Americans to use their leverage 
with Israel to secure the expansion 
of Palestinian self-rule in the West 
Bank, in accordance with the Oslo 
II agreement signed in Washington 
in September 1995. 

The foremost of these develop- 
ments was the weak U.S. response 
to Israel's decision, taken last week, 
to restore financial incentives to 
encourage Israelis to settle in the 
■occupied Palestinian territories and 
to subsidise those already settled in. 
The U.S. stance was merely that 
this decision was “unhelpful- and 
"complicating- at a very delicate 
phase in the peace process. A pre-s 
question compelled President Bill 
Clinton to agree that settlements 
were, indeed, "obstacles to peace" 
but not to do anything about trying 
to block Israel from setting up such 
obstacles. 

Clinton’s reaction to this clear 
Israeli provocation to the 
Palestinians was tempered by polit- 
ical possibilities, narrowed by the 
victory of ihe Republicans in both 
Houses of Congress in the 
November poll. The president's 
room for manoeuvre was squeezed 
even more tightly last week when 
the chairman of the Senate Fnreign 
Relations Committee. Senator Jesse 
Helms’, sent a letter of support to 
Israeli Prime Minister Benvamin 
Netanyahu, following a missive dis- 
patched by eight prominent politi- 
cians — including former scerc- 
’ taries of state James Baker. Cyrus 
Vance and Lawrence Eagleburger 
— calling upon him to abide by 


Israel's commitments in accords 
reached with the Palestinians and to 
end settlement. Although Helms' 
letter was designed to diminish the 
impact of the first epistle, it perhaps 
heightened awareness that there is 
something very wrong in 
Washington. 

On the other hand. Arafat more 
than ever, would like to see Europe, 
which has adopted a truly even- 
handed policy, become a full part- 
ner in the peace process. 

Europe must take over from 
Clinton and his second term admin- 
istration which is unlikely to be 
more firm with Israel than it was 
during his first term. This is 
because he is. personally, the most 
pro-Israel president who ever sat in 
the While House and because he is 
a prisoner of Congress (and of 
right-wing Republicans like Jesse 
Helms i which must approve his 
domestic agenda < and even his cab- 
inet and ambassadorial appoint- 
ments!. If Clinton is to score some 
successes during his second term, 
he must cooperate with the powers 
that be in Congress and the lobbies 
which call the shois in Congress — 
most particularly to Zionist lobby 
which is now- split bclwceo Likud 
and Labour, with the Likud having 
more influence wrrh rhe Republican 
congressional majority. 

A Palestinian source deeply 
involved in the peace talks told the 
Jordan Times that in October. Ross 
pressed the Palestinians to make 
concessions instead of insisting that 
Israel implement existing agree- 
ments. “The Americans only give 
us promises... We don't cull” the 
present contacts ’negotiations', we 
call them ‘talks’ because we are not 
negotiating but simply trying to 
make them implement what has 
been agreed. What we want is a 
timetable for Israel to implement 
whal has nol been implemented in 
the interim accords, withdrawal 
from areas B and C. the villages and 
countryside of die Wcm Bank. Their 
main demand is Tor us to provide 
security for their settlers...” 

Although boih Israelis and 
Americans continue to dwell on the 

"security aspects” of the Hebron 
redeployment, it is really this link- 
age which they cannot swallow. 
The Israelis, w ith the Americans in 
low. want to go directly to final sta- 
tus negotiations, suspended since 
May by Israel, in order to freeze the 
situation on the ground in the occu- . 
pied West Bank so that Israel can go | 
on building ns settlements in order 
to preempt (he outcome of the final 
status talks. 

If the new proposals, which 


Dennis Ross claims he is bringing 
to the talks this weekend, only con- 
firm Israeli demands, they will sim- 
ply add to the already “breathtaking 
pressure." to quote another 
Palestinian official, being exerted 
on the Palestinian side by U.S. and 
Israel. And if there is no linkage 
between the Hebron redeployment 
and an Israeli pullouL Hebron will 
become the first, and probably the 
Iasi, piece of Palestinian real estate 
to be turned over to the Palestinians 
by the Likud regime. 

This being the case, the remarks 
made by Israeli Prime Minister 
Benvamin Netanyahu's media 
adviser. David Bar Ulan, concern- 
ing the Israeli acceptance of a 
Palestinian state, must be counted 
on as mi much public relations non- 


sense. Or rather a public relations 
attempt. to camouflage what Israel 
is really doing on the ground in the 
West Bank. 

Since signing the Oslo ( accord in 
September 1993. Israel has seized 
another 300.000 dunums of 
Palestinian land in the West Bank, 
raising by ten per cent the 3 million 
dunums already expropriated out of 
5.8 million dunums making up the 
total area of the West Bank. If this 
goes on. there will be nothing in 
areas B and C to discuss ahout. it 
will all be tenlcd by (he Israelis. 

If the Americans and Israelis suc- 
ceed in pressuring President Yasser 
Arafat into capitulating over link- 
age. this week or later on. the 
Hebron deal could he the end «»f (he 
peace process. 


LETTERS 

Unacceptable distortion 

To the Editor: 

IN WHAT is obviously a cheap shot aimed at further distort- 
ing the Arabs ami their image, two Germans studying Arabic 
language in Jordan tried, in a letter to the editor. 
"Unacceptable glorification" (Jordan Times. Dec. 22, 1996), 
to portray Arabs as brutes who attempt daily “to glorify the 
killing of millions of people as a shining era in German histo- 
ry.” 

Goto Nordbunch and Thco Lalzel accused Arabs, all Arabs, 
of endorsing the killing of Jews at the hands of Germans 
under Hitler during the Third Reich. The two guilt-burdened 
Germans based their generalisation on a handful of experi- 
ences they say they have encountered in Amman. That is 
utterly unacceptable, it bespeaks ignorance and reveals a con- 
fused mentality trying to overcome its guilt by blaming it on 
others. 

Not ail Arabs are guilty of endorsing crimes against human- 
ity if a few among their ranks, driven by the crimes Israel has 
committed against their people, fail to sympathise with the 
suffering of the Jews who cause the suffering of their people 
in Palestine, Lebanon and occupied Syrian lands. 

There are Germans. Americans. Britons and others who glo- 
rify the killing of Arabs at the hands of Israeli Jews, using 
arms that Germany and the United Scales helped pay for. That 
is no grounds for seeing all Germans and Americans and 
Brutons as anti Arabs engaged in the glorification of inhuman 
acts. 

The two Germans say they are very sensitive to the acts of 
Hitler and the Third Reich. That is their problem, even though 
it was the Arabs who have ended up paying for Hiller’s 
crimes. Israel was established on Arab Palestine and not in 
Germany. The two German’s sensitivity to the guilt of their 
forefathers should not render them insensitive to other people 
and their suffering. The two Germans have obviously failed to 
understand the Jordan in which they say they enjoy living. 
Their letter is an insult to their hosts, a falsification of reality 
and an example of the superficiality and inherent bios with 
which many Westerners approach die Arab World. 

A, Hussein, 
Amman. 


By Waleed M. Sadi 

THE MULTI-miiiisten- 
al committee commis- 
sioned last month by 
the Minister of 
Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the 
Environment, Dr. Abdul 
Razzak Tubeishat, to 
examine the issue of 
food and water contam- 
ination in the country 
gave these items a clean 
bill of health. 

The report that was 
made public by the 
minister was based on 
“intensive" examina- 
tion of samples of 
foods, water, soil and 
even breast milk, con- 
ducted by several 
groups, including the 
Royal Scientific 

Society (RSS). the 
University of Jordan 
and the concerned min- 
istries. 

What prompted the 
tests was the years-old 
national scare about the 
condition of the foods 
we eat and the water we 
consume, brought about 
by excessive use of pes- 
ticides, insecticides and 
other chemicals which 
were feared to be car- 
cinogenic. This is not to 
mention the air we 
breathe. 

That fear was rein- 
forced when a brave 
female graduate stu- 
dent, specialising in 
biology at the 
University of Jordan, 
prepared a study, under 
direct supervision from 
the department of bio- 
logical sciences, that 
substantiated the long— 1 
held view that there is 
an unusually high 
residue of DDT in 
Jordanian mothers’ 
milk. 

The cause was the 
continued import of the 
banned DDT and the 
uncontrolled use of pes- 
ticides and insecticides 
throughout the country. 

I, and many like- 
minded concerned citi- 
zens, may not have the 
right to challenge the 
findings of the govern- 
mental committee or 
those of the Lfaiversity 
of Jordan, since they are 
technical in nature and 
cannot be disputed 
except by scientists 
well versed in the sub- 
ject of pollution and 
food contamination. 

Yet. 1 know whar 
everyone in the country 
already knows, that nei- 
ther the Ministry of 
Agriculture nor the 
Ministry of Health have 
exercised complete 
control over the deploy- 
ment of chemicals: 
farmers, for example, 
are known to have 
abused the use of pesti- 
cides, insecticides and 
hormones, with little or 
no effective supervision 
from the concerned 
authorities. Even more 
damaging to the gov- 
ernment's case is" the 
allegation that the coun- 
try continued to import 
DDT up to 1996. 

Against this back- 
drop. to state now in 
categorical terms that 
all is well with the food 
we eat and the water we 
drink may not corre- 
spond fully with reality. 

There is hardly a 
precedent for govern- 
ment agencies to admit 
wrongdoing, especially 
in the developing 
world. The temptation 
to^ whitewash everv- 
thing that might be 
wrong must be pre- 
sumed to exist in most 
countries, especially the 
ones whose democratic- 
process has yet to run 
ib? full course. 
Transparency and 
accountability are fea- 
tures of only fully 
grown democracies. 

TTte laboratory exami- 
nation conducted bv the ) 
University of JrirdatT 


student appears thor- 
ough and cannot be eas- 
ily" dismissed or 
brushed aside. There is 
no apparent evil moti- 
vation or biased per- 
spective on the part of 
the bold student who 
carried out her tests out 
of concern for health. 

If the ministries of 
agriculture and health 
still dispute the veracity 
or accuracy of the uni- 
versity's report, the 
only remaining course 
of action is to conduct 
another examination by 
a team of independent 
experts. 

The right to life super- 
sedes aft other human 
rights and must be pur- 
sued with vigour, hon- 
esty and determination. 
The sooner the govern- 
ment commissions this 
urgently called for 
study the better for all. 
concerned about the 
health of Jordanians. 

Instead of reporting 
just the results of its 
report on the subject, I 
think it would be infi- 
nitely more useful for 
the government to have 
the Initial report of the 
student, as well as the 
governmental report 
containing state rebut- 
tals. published in full in 
the Jordanian dailies 
and subjected to double 
checks not only by lay- 
men but also by scien- 
tists from the private 
sector. 

The fact that there is a 
dramatic rise in cancer 
cases in the country 
demonstrates that the 
-problem is-serious. As 
•'-we may or may not take 
comfort from the assur- 
ances that all is well 
with our food and 
water, our vigilance 
must never be relaxed 
and the issue should be 
kept alive and subject to 
periodic examinations 
by governmental and 
non-govemmental 
agencies. 

Above all, the govern- 
ment must show more 
sensitivity to people's 
concerns. Whenever 
there are conflicting | 
reports on health issues, i 
the worst must be pre- 
sumed to be closer to 
reality. It would be a big 
relief if the ministers of 
health and agriculture 
took time to make field 
trips to animal and agri- 
cultural farms on peri- 
odic basis to check if all 
is well and up to stan- 
dard there. 

Our authorities must 
demonstrate that they 
truly care about threats 
to life in Jordan, what- 
ever there sources are. 
The concerned people 
in government have yet 
to prove to the public 
that they are keeping a 
close watch over the 
foods we eat. the water 
we drink and the air we 
breathe. 

The fact that no offi- 
cial has called for a ban 
on imports of cars that 
use leaded gasoline is 
yet another proof of 
indifference to public - 
health. It would be rela- 
tively easy to shift to 
sate fuel if all newly 
imported vehicles were 
made to meet minimum 
international standards 
on safety. The fact that 
no official, high-rank- 
ing or otherwise, has 
even thought about tak- 
ing such an initiative till- 
now substantiates pub-‘ 
He fears that the gov- 
ernment does not care 
really enough about 
public health. The fact 
that food and drink 
street vendors go oft 
selling their products to 
unsuspecting public is 
an added proof, that 
there is a lot more that 
need to be done to give • 
fall faith and credit to • 
the most basic human 
right of all. namely, the 
nght to life. 


I 


Ce mb, 
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U.S. increases pressure on Israelis, Palestinians I Peace treaty, world order pose crucial questions 
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FoUuwing a tiro round of 
talks with Mr. Netanyahu. 
Mr. Ross met into Ihe early 
1 lours of Sunday will? Mr. 
Arafat and most of hjs 
senior negoiiaiur*. 

Mr. Arafat was publki> 
upbeat follow ini; ihe talk-i, 
calling them ’\ory e<»n- 
stnicrive and iruitlui." 

“We have to posh forward 
the peace process Ji> ail our 
means” he saul “\Vc hope 
dial we re.tch an aurecmcni 
ion Hehuml soon.” Mr. 
Ross was cureful to .is oid 
tucliing any ljl.se hopes, 
presenting his ia.sk as a 
f.a't -finding tour fur Mr. 
Clinton and L’.S. Secretary 
of State Wiirrcn Christo- 
pher. 

“The important thing I 
urn trying ui do is icener- 
gise the priKess, then go 
hiick in a couple of days to 
report to the president and 


secretary. " he said. 

Other Palestinian leaders 
were ojvuly wary ol (he 
new L’.S. initiative follow - 
ing j blunt stalemer.i hy Mr. 
Christopher Lm week 
blanuni* the Palestinians for 
the slaleinaie mcr Hehron. 

”l!ic Israelis liavc made 
some miv.es m conned 1011 
with Hehron. It is time Tor 
the Palestinians, fur Chair- 
man Arafat, to respond to 
those muses, to 1 ecipruc.il e 
those moves." Mr. Christo- 
pher had Mtid m antiiiunc* 
me Mr. Ross’ missiuil. 

ICtleslinians made clear 
this is nut how they v jew 
the situation. 

C'nder tJie Oslo interim 
self-rule accords signed hs 
Israel's picvious CaNuir 
government in l 1 #?. Israel 
should withdr.iw its troops 
from some K5 per cent of 
Hehron .-md hand municipal 
control over the whole city 
oi 120.000 to Mr. Aial.u's 


Palcsiiuj.iu National 

Authority. 1 PNA 1 . Israel 
was to keep hoops only m 
end.tu*s where some 420 
zealous Jewish settlers live, 

Bui since coming to 
power in June at the head of 
a right-wing government, 
Mr. Netanyahu lias insisted 
or. maintaining a broad 
mandate for his army in 
Hebron and un limiting the 
freedom of Palestinian 
police there. 

N'.ihi! Shaath, a senior 
Palestinian official, said 
Sunday that the new U.S. 
position amounted lu a 
"daugeriHis compromise" 
that rewarded Israel's 
tefusal to implement the 
Uslo .icc ends as signed. 

I he Palestinians : 11 c also 
demanding a precise 
timetable loi Israeli imple- 
mentation of other exten- 
sions of self-rule. Inn Israel 
has relused. 

After healing llie Pales- 


Hashimoto predicts no quick end to 
Peru hostage crisis, backs Fujimori 


reporters. 

"We have not received 
such demands here nor at 
headquarters in Japan," a 
senior Toyota representa- 
tive in Lima told Reuters. 

MRTA leader Nestor 
Ccrpa had earlier 
promised gradually to free 
all hostages not linked to 
ihe government. Rebels 
have released over UK) 
hostages since the stun of 
the crisis. AH of the 
remaining captives arc 
men. 

In Rome, the Pope told 
pilgrims in St. Peter's 
Square in his weekly 
Angelas message: "I can- 
not help but criticise such 
a cruel and immoral type 
of coercion." 

"Violence does not con- 
struct the future of a peo- 
ple." he added, speaking 
in Spanish. 

“1 hope with all niv 
heart that the people 
detained in the Japanese 
embassy (residence) in 
Lima can celcbraie Christ- 
mas in freedom together 
with vheir families?' he 
said. 

Inside the residence, vic- 
tims spent their fifth night 
sleeping on the floor in 
crumpled and smelly suits, 
suffering from stinking 
overcrowded toilets, poor 
food, stilling heat and 
overcrowding, red cross 
officials said. 

The latest in a scries of 
hund-writteu messages to 


I Continued from page I ) 


the outside, held up to a 
window ol the residence, 
read. "Mr. President, 
please order the restora- 
tion of water, light and 
telephone." 

it was nut clear whether 
Sunday's message was an 
appeal directly ” front die 
captives or was drafted on 
orders from the hostage- 
takers. 

Additional signs were 
placed at windows later 
Sunday, including one in 
Japanese, on the same sub- 
ject. 

The Lima government 
cut utilities to the com- 
pound Thursday in a hid 
to put pressure on the 
rebels. 

The captives include 
around a dozen ambas- 
sadors. numerous foreign 
officials and dignitaries 
and senior Peruvian gov- 
ernment officials. 

Thousands of Peruvians 
prepared to march thruugh 
the capital to the Japanese 
embassy residence to 
demand a peaceful and 
quick resolution to the 
standoff. 

The rebels released a 
group of 3S hostages on 
Friday. The freed captives 
read "a staled from the 
MRTA saying the "only 
possible solution ilo the 
crisis) is to meei our 
demands." 

In a communique from 
nirta headquarters, appar- 
ent !v written before Mr. 


Fujimori's speech, the 
rebel group warned that 
commandos had heen 
ordered to attack econom- 
ic and military targets 
around the nation if ihe 
government 1 micrcd a 
strike on die residence. 

The guerrillas are seek- 
ing the release of 453 of 
their comrades currently 
jailed by the Fujimori gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Fujimori's message 
came just hours after 
M RTA leader Nestor 
Ccrpa Cartolini said the 
commando was willing to 
release more hostages 
depending on the govern- 
ment's actions. 

The MRTA headquarters 
communique said, howev- 
er. that "the Peruvian gov- 
ernment. and some (other) 
governments are taking 
these shows offlcXlbiliiy 
as weakness which ... 
places the lives of their 
compatriots in danger.” 

This grave error com- 
promises the physical 
integrity of the prisoners 
of war,” according to the 
laxed statement sent to 
AFP minutes after the end 
of Mr. Fujimori's speech. 

It was the first time since 
Wednesday that the armed 
group referred to its initial 
threats to kill the hostages 
if their demands were not 
met. No injuries or casual- 
ties have been reported so 
far in the standoff. 


litiian side. Mr. Ross held .1 
rapid-file senes nf meet- 
ings with Israeli leaders 
Sunday, seeing Foreign 
Minister David I^vy and 
Defence Minister Yit/hak 
Mordecliai. 

He was due to meet Mr. 
Neuny .thu again later in 
the day and was expected to 
1 hen return to Ga/a City fur 
more talks with Mr. Arafat. 

At Ihe same lime chief 
Palestinian negotiator Such 
Lrakat met tup Netanyahu 
aide Yitzhak Molkho in 
Jerusalem for parallel talks, 
officials said. 

Israeli officials, mean- 
while. were uptimistie over 
Washington’s new tack. 

"I hope the Palestinian 
Authority will now under- 
stand that it does no good to 
stall in hopes of building up 
international pressure « >n 
Israel." Mr. Levy said. 

j Opposition 
demands 
freezing 
of Israel 
ties 

(Continued from page I) 

’Hie government did not 
react. 

Tlte atmosphere in the 
House was very calm un 
Sunday evening. Ministers 
seemed mellow and did nut 
reply lo any of the 
deputies’ questions. They 
were not either seen talking 
to each other and moving 
around as usual. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti stayed fora 
while and left. Only 20 
ministers front of the 31- 
metnber cabinet attended 
the session. 

The House did not 
address .the resignation of 
Minister of- Telecommuni- 
cations Jamal Surairch, did 
not attend Sunday's ses- 
sion. Sources said that 
some ministers, such as 
Minister of Higher Educa- 
tion Abdullah En sour, 
were at Mr. Saraireh’s 
house in an effort to dis- 
suade him from his deci- 
sion. 

The House endorsed 
agreements on oil explo- 
ration in Jordan; the first 
between ihe Natural 
Resources Authority 
(NRA) and Trans Global 
and the second between the 
NRA and ANADARCO. 
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thal only the Arabs were 
expected lo normalise ties 
but noi the other wav. 

■’Eliding the stale of war 
Joes not necessarily mean 
ending the struggle." said 
Dr. Kamhuw i. 

Dr. Kamhaw i stressed 
that a Mideast culture will 
take over ihe Arab culture, 
noting that ihe Islamic 
identity is being associated 
with ■■backwardness." 

Israel is sill! occupying 
Arab land and liut “signing 
of a documeill" dies not ill 
fact mean peace. Dr 
Katnhawi >uid. The situa- 
tion is still diifieuli and the 
panics which have signed 
the peace treaty are still 
demanding their rights, he 
said. 

Taber Hiknui. a former 
minister ol‘ justice, said 
hccausc the world has 
turned into a global village, 
cultural confrontation was 
bound to take place. 

Slates such as Jordan, 
with .1 .strong cultural her- 
itage as an Arab and Islam- 
ic country, need to main- 
tain its identity anJ stand 
up to the challenges by tak- 
ing prcc.iuiionaiy mea- 
sures. which are normaliv 


taken by other countries in 
same conditions, he said. 

"The kingdom look such 
a xiep in when :t dratt- 
ed the National Charier. I 
believe that u should 
reassess its current position 
in order to pinpoint strung 
and w e:tk points and be 
more flexible amid the fast 
international develop- 
ments." said Mr. Hikmat. 

Historian Ali Mahafzah. 
who tackled die "philoso- 
phy of the Jordanian siaie." 
stressed that political dis- 
course in the country 
ch.uigcJ every time to 
explain the different Jor- 
danian policies . 1 * ihe differ- 
ent stages of the Kingdom’s 
history. 

"The Kingdom does not 
hav e a philosophy." he 
stressed repeatedly. ’ 

From to 1967. Jor- 
dan adopted the Palestinian 
problem, based its legitima- 
cy on the Gre.it Arab 
Revolt, was an ally to 
Britain, believed and called 
for the unity of greater 
Syria. "This stand changed 
repeatedly.' he said. The 
Palestinian problem, from 
the !‘)f>7 war until 19S9. 
was addressed differently. 
After April 1989. national 
issues such as internal 


unity, freedom of the press 
and political panics were 
strong. After IW4, the Jew - 
ish state and Israel were 
relerrcd to parr of "the chil- 
dren of Abraham and us our 
cousins." 

The new "Mideusiem 
order" was the topic dis- 
cussed cm the second day 
of the symposium. 

Speakers included Taller 
Ma*ri. a deputy and former 
prime minister’ Hainad A! 
Farhun, a prominent politi- 
cian and Wusef A/er. gener- 
al manager of the Business 
Bank. They totally rejected 
the ''Midcast formula " 
Mr. Furhan named it the 
new "Svkcs-Picut" formu- 
la. 

The new “Mideastern 
order'* is currently in the 
making, they said. Mr. 
Ma.sri said the new staius of 
Jordan as j non-North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion 1 NAT0 1 ally of the 
L’.S. and unannounced 
negotiations between Jor- 
dan and Turkey will he 
accepted once there is a 
Palestinian state. "Other- 
w ise 1 cannot accept this 
new concept, because we 
will not be treated .is 
equals... The Oslo agree- 
ment is jn example of 


imposing the political ui!! 
of others on us." 

Foreign powers are pre- 
motiug "the new Midcast 
project" because it means 
open markets for their 
industries, said Mr. Farhun. 

"This new “Sykes-Picot" 
formula means destroying 
the possibility of one united 
Arab World because it is a 
combination of Arab and 
non-. Arab countries under 
one umbrella, he said. 

"There will no Linger be 
the Mashreq. As for the 
Maghreb countries they 
w ill be looking towards 
their non hem European 
borders." he said. 

Among the op: ions, the 
speakers said, there could 
be more positive inter- A;;:"' 
relations. The first step, 
they said, could be an open 
Arab market. 

“J 1 vrJ.u 1 and Palestine 
should start ihis trend 
They will be later followed 
by Syria. Iraq and 
Lebanon." said Mr. Aaer. 
.stressing liut only through 
such jn amingemenj can 
the Arab World be up to 
ihe new challenges of a 
new Mideast panne, ship 
with Europe and acce-sion 
t«< the Woi Id Tiade Ureara- 


Russia opposes foreign military presence in Gulf 
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neighbours across the 
Gulf, notably the I'nilcd 
Arab Emirates 1 UAE 1 . 

Iran and the UAE ore 
locked in a dispute over 
the three strategic Gulf 
islands of Abu Musa. 
Greater Tunb and Lesser 
Tunh and die issue has 
been stumbling block to 
improving relations 

between Iran and its Arab 
neighbours. 

Mr. Velayati said his first 
round of talks w ith Iranian 
officials were “direct and 
friendly'* and that they 
intended to boost ties in 
"all areas." 

He said that the discus- 
sions. included conflicts in 
Tajikisian and 

Afghanistan as well as that 
between Azerbaijan and 
Armenia ov er Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

Tlte ivvo sides also dis- 
cussed disarmament in the 
Gulf, the minister said 
without elaborating. 

Earlier. Mr. Velayati 
proposed "collective" 
cooperation with the 
Gulf Arab states and Iraq 
to maintain regional secu- 
rity. rather than turning to 
Western countries. 

“We offer collective 
cooperation with the 
regional countries of the 
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Persian Gulf and even Iraq 
to create a friendly atmos- 
phere and preserve securi- 
ty." Mr. Velayati said on 
the margins of a seminar 
on Gulf stability which 
opened here on Sunday. 

"The first step is to lake 
positive strides in a bid to 
create an atmosphere of 
trust so that foreign coun- 
tries would not have an 
excuse to intervene with 
their massive forces and 
create tension." he said. 

But the minister said his 
country was not opposed 
to cooperation between 
the Gulf Arab states and 
Western countries. 

Iran has repeatedly 
scolded. its Arab neigh- 
bours for allowing the 
presence of Western, 
notably U.S.. forces in the 
Gulf region. 


Mr. Primakov, on his 
first visit tii Iran as foreign 
minister. wj> expected 
to hold talks with Presi- 
dent Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, Parliamen- 
tary Speaker Ali Akbar 
Nateq Nuri and his deputy 
Hassan Ruhani. 

Mr. Primakov said his 
trip here was not in defi- 
ance of any other coun- 
try. a reference to the Unit- 
ed States, which has pres- 
sured Russia to sever 
links with Iran because of 
Tehran's alleged support 
of terrorism. 

Russia's assistance in 
completing a civilian 
nuclear power plant in 
the southern Iranian pan 
of Bushehr has provoked 
sharp criticism from 
Washington, which also 
accuses Tehran of seeking 


in acquire nuclear 

wejpuns. 

Tehran and ,\ lo.scvm 
were also expected to dis- 
cuss the Middle East sii- 
uaiiun as well as trilateral 
cooperation. including 
Turkmenistan, to dev clop 
oil reserves in the oil-rieft 
Caspian Sea. 

The three countries, ali 
bordering on the Caspian, 
along with Azerbaijan 
and Kazakhstan, agreed 
last month to set up a joint 
company to develop the 
sea’s mineral resources on 
an equal basis. Iran has 
been sharply critical of the 
unilateral exploitation of 
the sea’s energy resource-, 
by Azerbaijan in coopera- 
tion with a Western con- 
sortium and is working to 
develop a legal status to 
govern the sea's resources. 


Efforts under way to convince Saraireh 
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be done if he insists on his 
resignation.'* 

Mr. Saraireh. a deputy 
from Kurak. was absent 
from Sunday's Lower 
House of Parliament’s ses- 


sion and his resignation 
wjs not bruught up at the 
House. Ministers and 
deputies refused to pub- 
licly comment on the sub- 
ject. Informed sources said 
Mr. Saraireh. w ho support- 
ed the prime minister dur- 


ing the Karak riots, 
resigned over differences 
with Mr. Kabariti over 
senior appointments at the 
Ministry of Post and 
Telecommunications and 
the Telecommunications 
Corporation. 
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Saudis see sharp rise in ‘96 oil income 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia's oil export 
earnings are expecred to 
jump by nearly 25 per cent 
in 1996 due to a price rise 
and this could eliminate its 
budget deficit for the first 
time in a decade, bankers 
have said. 

The crude income of the 
world’s biggest oil produc- 
er and exporter is projected 
to climb to around 539.3 
billion this year compared 
with nearly S3 1 .5 billion in 
1 993. the bankers said. 

“According to our infor- 
mation obtained from offi- 
cial Saudi circles, the net 
income was calculated on 
an average oil price of S1S- 
$19 and crude exports of 
about 6.2 million barrels 
per day ibpd),” a Saudi 
banker told AFP. 

“There is no doubt this 
will either slash the budget 
deficit or eliminate it total- 


ly, depending on the level 
of government expendi- 
ture." he said. 

Saudi Arabia, which con- 
trols more than a quarter of 
the world’s recoverable oil 
reserves, has forecast a bud- 
get deficit of $4.9 billion 
for fiscal year 1996. In the 
budget calculations, oil 
prices were assumed at 
S14-S16 when spending 
was maintained at nearly 
S40 billion for that year. 

The Saudi central bank 
governor said the budget 
deficit was cut to six per 
cent of the gross domestic 
product in 1995 from eight 
per cent in 1994 and the 
level would further decline 
in 1996. 

in 1999. the kingdom 
could reach a balanced bud- 
get, said governor Hamad 
Saud A1 Sayyari of the 
Saudi Arabian Monetary 
Agency, which acts as the 


central bank. 

“The deficit could disap- 
pear this year but this 
depends on how much the 
government is spending and 
how much it is going to set 
aside for the international 
reserves." one banker said. 
“There could be a nominal 
deficit as a large pan of the 
excess income is expected 
to go ro the reserves." 

An improvement in the 
petrochemical market and 
an increase in industrial 
exports would also boost 
Saudi Arabia's non-oil 
income by around 25 per 
cent to 30 billion Saudi 
riyals ($8 billion ) in 1996 
from about 24 billion riyals 
($6.4 billion ) in 1995, 
according to the bankers. 

Despite its attempts to 
diversify income sources, 
oil remained the key export 
earner for Saudi Arabia and 
price charges have a direct 


impact on the economy, 
which recorded zero growth 
rates in some yeans in the 
past decade. 

The increase in the oil 
income was projected to 
boost the sector by 12 per 
cent in 1996 while non-oil 
sectors are set to grow by 
2.4 per cent This includes 
three per cent for the gov- 
ernment sector and two per 
cent for the private sector, 
said the bankers, again 
quoting official figures. 

“According to projections 
by the Saudi Arabian Mon- 
etary Agency, the king- 
dom’s GDP is expected to 
grow by six per cent this 
year," a banker said. 

“Our projections is that it 
will grow by around 5.7 per 
cent to 497 billion riyals 
($132.5 billion ) from 469.8 
billion riyals ($125.28 bil- 
lion ). This of course is a 
nominal growth as inflation 


OECD sees slower, 
but continued robust U.S. growth 


is not calculated." 

Saudi Arabia produces 
around eight million bpd of 
crude under a quota agree- 
ment’ by the 1 1 -nation 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries. But 
between six million and 
seven million bpd are 
exported while the rest is 
used for" domestic con- 
sumption and strategic 
stockpiling. 

Its budget has reeled 
under a heavy deficit over 
the past 10 years because of 
weak oil prices and huge 
Gulf war payments. 

Buoyed by the price 
recovery this year, the gov- 
ernment has announced the 
payment of billions of dol- 
lars in outstanding debt to 
local contractors. 

The latest announcement 
included the disbursement 
of around four billion riyals 
(SI. 06 billion ) to local 
farmers for their 1995 
wheat and barley supplies, 
according to the official 
Saudi Press Agency. 


WTO forecasts trade 
growth to recover in ‘97 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Global trade growth will 
accelerate next year after a 
sharper-than-expecred slow- 
down In 1996, the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 
predicted in its annual 
repott-Reduced consumer 
demand in western Europe 
and North America coupled 
with a less rapid expansion 
of trade in developing Asian 
countries were mainly 
blamed for this year's slow- 
down. 

“The value of world mer- 
chandise trade is estimated 
to have slowed from an 
annual increase of 19 per 
cent in 1995 to less than five 
per cent in the first half of 
1996.” the report said 

“In summary ... it points to 
a stronger slowdown in 
world merchandise trade 
growth than was foreseen at 
the beginning of this year." 
it said, forecasting 1996 
trade growth of five per cent 
in volume terms, down from 
eight per cent last year. 

Bur the WTO said the 
slowdown was more a ques- 


tion of a return to “more 
typical trade growth follow- 
ing two exceptional years." 

“With output projected to 
grow this year at about the 
same three per cent as last 
year, a five per cent expan- 
sion of trade would also 
bring the excess of trade 
crowth over output growth 
back to a level more typical 
of the post-war average,"the 
report indicated. 

The downturn was partly 
due to policy measures 
undertaken by some Asian 
economies to prevent an 
emergence of inflationary 
pressures. consolidating 
gains made during the past 
10 years, the WTO said. 

“Moreover, in 1997. world 
merchandise trade growth is 
expected to accelerate as 
economic activity picks up 
in western Europe,” it said. 

Last year, the 19 per cent 
increase pushed the value of 
merchandise trade to $4.9 
trillion . Together with ser- 
vices. cross-border trade 
exceeded S6 trillion for the 
first time. 


PARIS (AH 5 ) — The Unit- 
ed States seems set for 
somewhar s 1/owe r econom- 
ic growth at sustainable 
rates over the next two 
years. with inflation 
remaining broadly stable, 
the OECD has said. 

The Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) in its 
year-end economic outlook 
projected some slackening 
of U.S. growth from 2.4 per 
cent this year to 2.2 per cent 
in 1 997 and 2.0 per cent in 
199S. 

With fiscal policy remain- 
ing tight and interest-sensi- 
tive sectors facing some 
retrenchment following a 
jump in long-term rates in 
the summer, the moderation 
of growth should be suffi- 
cient to keep any pick-up in 
core inflation to a mini- 
mum. the OECD said. 

Underlying inflation, not 
counting energy and food 
prices, was slightly down 
this year to a 30-year low in 


August, it noted. It could 
“creep up very slightly" 
next year, but the increase 
should be at least partially 
offset by an unwinding of 
the recent run-up in oil 
prices. 

The OECD said demand 
in the United States should 
be bolstered over the next 
two years by above-trend 
private fixed investment, 
and receive further support 
from rising export growth 
as foreign markets strength- 
en. 

Exports of goods and ser- 
vices should rise by some 
7.1 per cent next year, up 
from 5.9 per cent this year, 
it said. 

A setback to net exports, 
due to a jump in import vol- 
umes and a slump in export 
growth, contributed to hold- 
ing back demand this year, 
the report said. 

Projecting consumer price 
inflation to rise marginally 
from 2.1 per cent this year 
to 2.3 per cent by 1998. 


Make Sense & Merry Xmas 

"Buying a Christmas gift 
from us makes sense !" 

11 Big Sale Now " 

Dajani Jewellers. Amra Hotel Shops. 

THE Daily Crossword 


OECD economists assumed 
a 0.25 percentage point 
increase in the federal funds 
rate early next year in order 
to damp demand pressure. 

The Federal Reserve has 
kept short-term rates 
unchanged since last Febru- 
ary when the federal funds 
rate was lowered to 5.25 per 
cent. 

“The perceived need for 
an increase in rates has 
ebbed and flowed over the 
past several months," the 
OECD commented, noting 
that long term rates have 
fluctuated with changing 
prospects for monetary pol- 
icy. 

The report said the antici- 
pated rise in rates early in 
1997 should allow the job- 
less rate to drift back up 
from its third quarter low of 
5.2 per cent of the work- 
force to a range of 5.5 to 5.7 
per cent, deemed by the 
OECD to be the structural 
rate of unemployment in the 
U.S. 

This should help keep 
inflationary pressures at bay 
and allow the current 
account deficit to remain at 
around two per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP), or 
in the $160 to $161 billion 
range, over the next two 
years. 

As for the federal fiscal 
deficit, a major headache 


ACROSS 
1 — the fat 
5 Rooter’s cry 
8 Charter 

13 Bern’s river 

14 Schedule letters 

15 Towed 

16 Arnold flick 

18 Reserve 

19 And so forth: 
abbr. 

20 Arnold flick 

22 Auesl 

24 Poet Nash 

25 Rathskeller fare 

27 Composer 
Rorem 

28 Greek woods 
god 

31 Zeno, e.g. 

34 River into the 
Severn 

36 Up-town bash 

37 Arnold flick 

40 Gen. Robt. — 

41 Small: suff. 

42 Jots down 

43 Apiece 

44 Nice friend? 

45 Con job 
47 TV spot 
49 Satellite of 

Uranus 

53 Arnold flick 

57 Healthcare gp.: 
abbr. 

58 Marbles 

59 Arnold flick 

61 Peaceful 

62 Picnic shader 

63 "Picnic" 
playwright 

64 It may be 
“common” 

65 Cargo weight 

66 Pod fillers 

DOWN 

1 Ukethe 
“Crusader" 

2 “Roaring Camp" 
writer 

3 Build 

4 Many 

5 Readjust a 
piano 

6 Particle 
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by Gayle Dean 


7 Oprah's 
production 
company 

8 Thrust 

9 City on the Fox 
River 

10 Winged 

11 Utah's lily 

12 “East of — " 

15 Dangling 
17 Each 

21 Gives the cold 
shoulder 
23 Tolerate 
26 Jazz style 

28 Treaty 

29 Soothing plant 

30 Snoozes 

31 Place for bees 

32 Tessera 

33 Doozy 

35 Cistern 

36 Aphorism 

38 Repentance 

39 Permit 

44 Francis or Dahl 


50 

51 

F 

57 
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46 Pilaster 

47 Party snacks 

48 Group of eight 

50 Bonn's river 

51 Gr. letter 

52 Snoops 


53 Russian news 
agency 

54 Curved molding 

55 Glacial lake 

56 Woody's boy 
60 Rim 


for successive U.S. admin- 
istrations in the 1980s and 
early 1990s. it totalled $107 
billion on a budget basis for 
financial year 1996, which 
ended last September. 

At 1 .4 per cent of GDP, or 
0.75 percentage point less 
than the previous year, this 
was tbe smallest since 1974, 
and was secured through 
strict spending control and a 
strong increase in individual 
income tax payments. 

The OECD said budgetary 
policy was still bearing 
down slightly on activity, 
and with the public debt to 
GDP ratio looking set to fall 
for the first time since 1989. 
the overall general govern- 
ment financial position was 
continuing to improve. 

However, the report cau- 
tioned that in spite of pro- 
jected zero growth govern- 
ment spending, income tax 
receipts were likely to revert 
to more normal patterns, so 
that the budget deficit “may 
well stop falling or even 
rise” by the end of 1998. 

Among the risks involved 
in the projections, the 
OECD cited the possibility 
of stronger-than-projected 
underlying growth that 
might entail more pro- 
nounced inflationary pres- 
sures, which could trigger a 
monetary tightening that 
would result in weaker 
growth later. 

On the other hand 
demand could also be weak- 
er than expected in the short 
term, since debt-burdened 
households might reduce 
their consumption spend- 
ing. 
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Major Currencies & Cn«s Rates 


Prices us at 22/32/96 19:31 


US Dollar - 1.5! 

Marik ‘ ■ 0.6445 
GB Stcriling 1.6715 2.5! 

'^.CH Trane ' ' 0.7499 11C 

JP Yen • 0.0088 1 J; 

^CA Doltar, ■ 0.7^12 1.1 
IT Lira 0.0007 1.0' 

* jtih G nfldjir • ; 0.5747 • 89. 
" FR Franc 0.1907 0.2! 

Energy 

Brent 24.35 24.95 

W.'Ti cmk 26j05 26.50 

Bony 24.35. 24.95 

Dubfif ;.2i;(JZ^ 'rM ■■■ 
ULGaa . 214.00 "209.00 

Metal Prices 


Metal Bid Offer 


Gold fax’s) 3684 368.9 

isilycr «S)'. % . 4.82 4.84. ' 

Platinum (oz'sj 371.75 372.75 

Months)- 1556- 

CU <3 Months) 2140 2145 

Zinc (3 Months) 1065 -1068 

Lead (3 Months) 711 714 


EM GBP .CUP JPY CAD JTL ■ NLfc FRF 


1.1667 
0.9793 
0.0873 
7.6.63 
0.1140 I 25.4145 



1.3676 1525.83 1.7399 
0.8811 983.07 1.1213 

2.2859 2550.42 2.90B2 
131252 1143.80 
1.1965 13.35 

1121.87) 1.2807 


876.66 

33.16 33.1 GOO 




Mid-East Currencies 


Current . ISO DEM . GBP CR|F JPV 



0.2723 
3.3367 5.17866 
0.3770 4-11662 
2/1194 3.2885 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 




30.4776 

31.1207 

381.388 

303.214 

242L142 
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"UNIQUE New Collection,” 

"Now, yearly Xmas big sale" 
Dajani Jevvellers-Amra Hotel Shops. 



Andy Capp 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR MONDAY 
DECEMBER 23, 1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Place your ener- 
gy in the right direction, 
today and get much com- 
pleted instead of going off 
cm some crazy tangent 
Later this evening you can 
meet with close friends 
and have fun together at 
recreations which are j 
enjoyable. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20} Take care that 
you don’t disagree today 
with a good friend of a 
great deal - of difficulty 
will occur. Don’t make 
any changes where per- 
sonal wishes are con- 
cerned and thereby you 
can maintain an even level 
of success. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 2 1 ) If you are pugna- 
cious today with influen- 
tial people, you can easily 
lose their support Later 
this evening seif control is 
crucial, so make sure you 
maintain a calm attitude 
so there won't be any dif- 
ficult situation present 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Make 
sure you maintain a 
steady course of action 
today and thereby you can 
gain the respect of those 
in authority'. Plan how to 
expand later this evening 
in the direction which will 
gain you popularity from 
fellow associates. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) The evening can be 
very romantic provided 
you are tactful and poised 
Be more understanding of 
the opposite sex and 
thereby you can release 
tension which could 
develop into a difficult sit- 
uation if it is not dealt 
with. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Forget 
home difficulties today 
■ ''■which have you Upset and 
r get into the outside, inter^ 
■;escs which can bring you 
success. Later this 
evening will be a good 
time to consult with 
knowledgeable people 
and seek out their advice. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) You have 
good ideas today where 
your career activities are 
concerned, so go ahead 
with them and don't go 
looking for new interests 
until you have completed 
any current projects. Later 
this evening you can be 
with your mate. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) You 
want to spend a great deal 
today for pleasure, how- 
ever it is better to be satis- 
fied with something less 
extravagant. Later this 
evening will be a good 
time to be with close 
friends and have a won- 
derful time. 

SAGITTARIUS: (ovem- 
ber 22 to December 21) 
Get busy today and rectify 
any poor home conditions 
which are presen L The 
evening is best for having 
guesrs into your home and 
make them feel special, 
thereby you can gain 
respect and prosperity for 
the davs ahead. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Be 
very careful in motion 
today, especially while on 
the highway and thereby 
you can avoid any diffi- 
culties. Any visits which 
are important should be 
relegated to the afternoon 
so that you can spend 
more time together. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Plan time 
today to analyse your 
monetary position and 
thereby strive for greater 
security. Don’t overspend 
on anything or you could 
find yourself short of 
funds when there are lean 
times for your loved ones. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You feel yoii 
‘B’c tested beyond 
endurance today, however 
cheer up since every thing 
will change for the better. 
Later this evening will be 
good for you to meet with 
fellow associates and 
decide upon a plan . of 
action for a new project. 

Births tone of December 
Turquoise — Zircon. 
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Business & Finance 

‘Burnt market’ spreading 
as people seek cash 


By S Kebab Makahk-h 

Sfifftiii /*' A** Jin.Lii: Tur.t 4 

AMMAN — A retngerasnr 
mov. costs JD450 at the 
vvliolcNile price Irom liie 
company’s warehouse ;utd 
JD550 at the retail price bur 
it can be 1'ound Kir bciueen 
JD300-JD400 at the so- 
called A! Souq Ai Muhrouq 
or Ihe “burnt market'' — 
where consumer products 
and household items are 
wild at incredibly lav. prices. 

Mohammad Jarrar, a 
wholesaler, wiid that a trader 
actually buys n ierd tan Jive 
Irom a factory against 
cheques ;md bilk. Bur being 

under pressure m seirlc otlier 
fmaiwial oWigalions which 
he cannot all or J. he finds 
himself forced to sell the 
same good* «u a loss to raise 
cash. 

"The . emergence of ihe 
bunu market was caused by 
nierciiants who buy con- 
sumer products ;ind house- 
hold items from wholesalers 
at regular prices against 
pu*t-daled cheques and sell 
lliestf products at iialf prices 
in the market to obtain cash," 
explained Mr. Jarrar. 

He told the Jordan Times: 
"A foreign-made 20 inch TV 


screen cost's JDJ5U ui the 
repultir market Iml sells jor 
JD 2HO-JD2SO at tltr "Kirnt 
market.*” 

Mi. Jarrar added: "We sell 
such jf.'hids at the burned 
prices since we eaniug sell 
them at JI34D0 when my 
neighbour sells them tor JL> 
200 .” 

Maltmuud jsh. an 
agent :ukI distributor of elec- 
trical applkmces in Amman, 
said that such a pliem imenon 
first 'j.uted in 1*J*>2. grew 
bigger m lyy.s u nd liour- 
i hed in 1W4. I *>05 and in 
i -»•#>. 

Mr OarAish nl.uncd the 
phenonjcnv>n on unfair and 
i« nitfh voiupetiiion amnne 
manufacturers. irnptnieis, 
and businessmen who all 
want the lion's share of the 
market. "They flooded the 
market with ilurir punJuds 
and cave large and JonL 1 - 
lemi credit facilities k> mer- 
chants who. in mm. sire sell- 
ing the merchandise at low 
prices," he said. 

"Such a plicnomenon 
began jir-i wuh electrical 
appliances and spread now 
to livestock, real estate, 
clod ling and firm Mure" 

added Sir. Daru ish 

Mr. Darv.ish affirms dial 


! wm- 



Women account for 37 per cent of civil 
service workforce 

WOMEN ACCOUNT liw 37 per ceni of tlw civil service work- 
force. a study by the Civil Service Commission lias showed The 
highest concentration of the women was in the education sector where 
Uic number lotalled 35.257 employees out ul a total 66.3S1 persons 
employed in this scaur. The heiilth sector come in second place us 
4 j 1*1 women out oi a total 20.44.S persons worked in the health sec- 
tor. As such, the women's participation in hiHh the edue;diun and 
health fields was at a nne of 53.1 per cent and 45.6 per cent respec- 
tively of the total civil servants employed in die two seetursA break- 
down of women civil sersants according to ihe level of ediieution 
shows that 3 1 percent, or 1653‘i females, were university graduate*. 
The highest number of 22856 women. <v 43 per cent, had a commu- 
nity college degree with the remaining I3.8S4 persons, or 26 per ceni. 
being at or below the secondary sclwol level. Amman led all gover- 
noraies as 33.3 per cent of the women were employed in die capital. 
IrbiJ ranked second widi 183 per ceni and was followed by 2an|a 
10.9 per cent. Balqa 7.9 percenL Karak 7.5 per cent. Madiha 3.4 per 
cent. Jerash and Maan 3. 1 percent each. Ajloun 3.0 percent Talileh 
2.3 per cent and Aqaba 1.7 per eera.The study revealed that most 
women. 48.3 per cent were employed in the third caieeory while 2k.2 
per cent of them w-ere in the wxx'nd category. Only 0.1 per cent were 
in the first eaiegory.The remaining numbers were spread uiia*ng tire 
unclassified 1 73 per cent i and the 6wi caicg>»ries ufconintcLs arid pro- 
jects at 5.2 per cent and 1.8 per cent respectively Another finding by j 
the study was dial women accounted fiir J2 per cent of ai.' ilntx: who 
were sent on scholarships to study and only nine per cent **t all flv *se 
Anvil servants who received trainmg.Finally. die study showed that 
women accounted for 50.4 per cent of all "leaves without pay" 43.5 j 
per cent of "study leaves." 33.3 per cent ul warnings and salary cuts 
aniT20 per cent of secondments and transters f.Al Asv.oqi. 


The better half, By Glasbergen 



“You must be doing something wrong.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hann Arnold ana Mike Arrjinon 


UnscramMo lliWO tour Jumbfos. 
ono tonew to oach square, to larm 
tour ordinary words. 
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WHAT A &EPTIME 
■5TCR V CAN 

New arrange the- preted tetters io 
form too surprise- answer. 3s sug- 
gested tv the above cartoon 


Answer hare: A “ f Till] r X I XJ 

(Answers tomorrow) ' 

Yesjordays I Jumdlcs: MOUND BASIC RADISH HECKLE 

“ H ^ rS I Answer: These are neodc-d on o iwb f Wat co arm - 

•DECK*' HANDS 


ir.nlinc in Uie “burnt" prvxl- 
iMs i* Ivucr ili.in mtpoiiing. 
He claim* that iuipurting 
would bring 12-40 per cent 
prolii. bui Hading in "bunii" 
pnrducts could bring 200 [Xrr 
cent if jnnvhasetl in cash 
and sold in instalment v 
HiJmi Masri. an agent of 
eiedrical appliances, stiij 
that the cmiy beginning of 
the "burnt market" stemmed 
from the merchants' need for 
liquidity in order to fulfill 
their fiiKinciai commitments 
io b:tnks. 

Mr. Masri blamed the Jor- 
tlantan b.utks and financial 
insutini*«ns lor the emer- 
gence and growth of the 
"humt m;uket." 

Ma/cn Hinmt wi. an 
nrtpi>rier of T\' sets, said 
importers suffei from the 
"bunii" giKKls to the extent 
that they get rid of their 
pi « kJucIs and sell them at a 
hiss so as not to keep the 
products in their shitps. 

Khaled Uunni. an agent 
and disutlmtoi in Amman, 
gave the example of gas 
heaters which some manti- 
iactuiers sell to govenmieni 
employees in insialments. 
"Although the employees 
neeil one gas healer, they 
buy three or more in instal- 
ments and sell them in the 
"burnt market" for cash liq- 
uidity m lower prices." he 
sjul. 

The "humt market" is a 
bourse with prices moving 
up and down within hours 
and sometimes within min- 
utes, he indicated. 

Muhammad AI Faye/, a 
retired man m /Janja. told the 
Jot dan Times that he bought 
two gas healers this season 
at JD 56 each which is far 
Jess than the prevailing 
prices. 

Fawzivah Salim, a house- 
wife, said: "My two sons 
married in May, and vve 
saved a lot by buying elec- 
trical appliances ami furni- 
ture lor their houses from 
the but tied market." 

Yussef Shuhin. a banker, 
estimate the amount 
involved in the burned mar- 
ket to be in tens of millions 
of dinars, citing [lie amount 
involved in bounced cheques 
reported by the banks as one 
of ihe indicators of the phe- 
nomenon. Hu said that con- 
sumers’ aw arenes is the key 
to solving the problem. 

He indicated that this prob- 
lem could be resolved if 
each factory or importer 
restricts sales to traders who 
pay the price in cash anil 
stressed dial the burned mar- 
ket was cancerous as it 
spread to many commodities 
and Jordanian cities. It first 
emerged in the city of 
Zarqa in |y*M. 

Another solution, he said, 
would he for manufacturers 
and importers form to stop 
lli Hiding the market with 
large quantities of goods. 


Jordan Times, Monday, December 23, 1996 
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Jordanian, European businessmen to meet in July 
for conference on Euro-Mediterranean partnership 


By Giialia Alii! 

.'/Vi nil la I iw JniJiii: Tin: i v 

AMMAN — RepresenLi- 
lives from about 150 Jor- 
danian and 300 European 
companies will on July 13- 
14 gather at a conference on 
the liuro-Mediterranean 
partnership tMedpanenari- 
ait with the aim of enhanc- 
ing economic cooperation 
between countries of the 
Mediterranean region and 
the European Union tEUk 
The conference, to he 
organised by the Jordan 
Export Development and 
Commercial Centres Cor- 
poration ( JEDCO) in coop- 
eration with the delegation 
of the European Commis- 
sion in Jordan, will be 
geared towards setting up 
jui i it J ord.tn tan - tun ipean 
ventures and creating a suit- 
able environment tor 
growth of small am! medi- 
um-sj/e enterprises. 

JFDCO Director Genera! 
Mohammad Hnlaiqu told a 
press conference Sunday. 

"The conference will help 
these enterjiriscs cope with 
the competition uorld- 
W ide." he added. 

A press release by the del- 
egation said ihe conference 
will discuss economic and 
political development, pri- 
vatisation. the general 
investment climate, labour 
market and social affairs. 

Dr. Haiaiqa said the 
meeting will highlight 
investment and export 
opportunities in Jordan as 
well as incentives brought 
about by the new- set ol eco- 
nomic legislations in Jor- 
dan. 

‘The coiilerencv wdl 
market Jordan as a country 
of potential.” he pointed 
out. 

Dr. Hulaiqa said the meet- 
ing will encourage technol- 
ogy transfer from Europe to 


Jordan. It will also set the 

ground for an increase in 
trade exchange between the 
two countries, he said. 

"There is a big deficit In 
the balance of trade 
between Jordan and 
Europe. The average of our 
imports from Europe is 
SSllti million annually. The 
average of our » annua] i 
exports is only 5 1 00 mil- 
lion.” said Dr. Holaiqu. 
adding that he hoped the 
event" in July will bridge 
this gap. 

Economic Counsellor at 
the European Commission. 
Ramon Mesires, told 
reporters that the meeting 
will address the Euro- 


MeJilerranean policy, the 
Barcelona process and she 
Med-lmesi programme. 

The Med- Invest pro- 
gramme. he explained, was 
created to promote cooper- 
ation between European 
and Mediterranean small 
and medium size enterpris- 
es. 

He _ indicated that rhe 
meeting will also tackle dir 
Euro-Sled partnership, 
which is aimed at creating a 
tree-zone area by ihe y ear 
2010, encouraging a more 
active private sector as well 
os an increased private 
European investment in the 
region. 

Hans School*, who is 


responsible for Med- Invest 
for Jordan, said the success 
of the conference will 
depend on the ability of the 
private sector to close deals 
and etfablish joint ventures 
with the European busi- 
nessmen. 

Similar meetings were 
held in Turkey. Morocco 
and Israel last year. The 
conference in July will be 
the fourth major event of 
the tMedpanenariat) which 
will be followed by a meet- 
ing in Tunisia. 

Tunisia established more 
than 7tJ0 projects with 
Europe because of its inter- 
action with the European 
private sector, said Dr. 


Haiaiqa. adding that "Jor- 
dan should be able to repeat 
the Tunisian truck.” 

Dr. Haiaiqa said the tim- 
ing of the conference is 
very important because ir 
will be held shortly alter the 
expected time for the sign- 
ing of the association 
agreement between Jordan 
and the EL*. It will also 
come at a time when Jordan 
is expected to be ready to 
join the World Trade 
Organisation » WTO i. 

added Dr. Haiaiqa. 

The EL* will help finance 
the meeting with a contri- 
bution of a 4ob.ti0tj Euro- 
pean Currency L'nils 
<S3f>3.000t. 


Israeli arms 
exports reach 
$1.5b per year 

TEL AVIV tAFPt — 
Israeli arms exports are 
currently running at SI. 5 
billion a year, according to 
the outgoing director gen- 
eral of the defence min- 
istry. officials sources have 
said. 

Reserve General David 
lvry told a meeting of 
senior officials at the min- 
istry that exports had risen 
to $1.5 billion from $7ft(J 
million when he took the 
lop defence ministry job 
just over 10 years ago. the 
officials added. 

He said that "since the 
start of the Middle East 
peace process, Israel has 
reinforced military cooper- 
ation with a number of 
countries including France, 
Britain, Turkey and Jor- 
dan." 
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DAJANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle, Amman 
Also in Brazil 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment In 
Shmeisani. second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in AI Rabia 
area, third floor, 1 90 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 , 
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Profentooml Quatinl in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film u 
oar «bop tad gci:- 

• JUMBO photm 


20 m 30 cm 


Shmd— ui-. Qpp. GrmdUyt 
Bulk. Ptene: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


•CLKANINti SERVICES 
HO.MFL OFFICES. 
PUBLIC PLACES 

'MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
HEATING SYSTEM S& 
PLUMBING 

-FOR RENT; 
DELUXE VILLAS AND 
FLATS iFGRMSHEDi 
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1 GASTRONOMY I 

NtiTCow SeMHOli 
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Delu xe Vilins 
F~ 

Appanmems 
in Amman 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 
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Teppanyaki | 
Sashimi j 
Sushi 




p Call tel: 

ill 




cpcwjhttm 


■INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

SAUNA. JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

■ FITNESS ROOM 

■ TENNIS & SQUASH 

COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 




FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


TKL : 699369 

FAX.-: 704414 


HappjtiMp? 

PnUuffUc 
SmjU & StiuU 

OPEN DAILY FROM 
10A.M- 1 A.M 
Tel. 5537199 
Pax 898537 

Pmm Uthalna 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 
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Times 


Call tel: 



667171 ext. 223 
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Saudi Arabian players and supporters jubilate winning the Asia Cup trophy Saturday after beating UAE through the penalty shoot-out 4-2 in 
the final in Abu Dhabi (Reuters photo) 

Saudis rule Asia as Japan, 
South Korea disappoint 


ABU DHABI rfl» — Saudi 
Arabia took full advantage 
of a loss of form by 2002 
World Cup co-hosts Japan 
and South Korea to win the 
Asian Cup for the third 
time. 

The Saudis beat the 
United Arab Emirates 4-2 
on penalties in the final on 
Saturday, having played 34 
minutes withal 0-jnen ro-a 
goalless draw after extra 
time. 

Japan and South Korea, 
who with Saudi Arabia 
were the pre-cup 
favourites, were disap- 
pointing in a tournament 
that produced little evi- 
dence the continent was 
closing the gap on Latin 
America. Europe and 
Africa. 

Both were knocked out 
at the quarter-final stage 
by two teams who did not 
make the final. 

The Koreans especially 
looked a shadow of recent 
squads. They won only 
one game out of four and 
were hammered 6-2 by 
Iran in the quarter-finals. 

Japan, who had won the 


title four years ago. had a 
100 per vent record in the 
first three games before 
crumbling to a 2- 0 defeat 
against Kuwait in a match 
that they controlled but 
failed to produce* (he 
ceativity needed to win. 

Team officials in both 
camps blamed poor prepa- 
ration and long domestic 
seasons for the early- exits. 
But the Japanese and 
Korean coaches did not 
hide where the Asian Cup 
was on their list of priori- 
ties. 

Both men said immedi- 
ately after defeat that they 
had been disappionted 
because the early exits 
would mean less prepara- 
tions for the I99S World 
Cup Asian qualifiers 
which stan in March. 

Saudi Arabia added to 
the title they won in 19S4 
and 1988 without captur- 
ing the imagination, and 
thanks to winning penalty- 
shoot-outs in their semifi- 
nal against Iran and die 
final against the hosts. 

In patches, they pro- 
duced some of the finest 


football played at the event 
but lacked consistency. 

The home nation was 
one of the surprises of the 
championship. reaching 
the final after gutsy perfor- 
mances. What” they lacked 
in skill and technical abili- 
ty, they made up for in 
physical strength and 
fighting spirit. 

■ Irani who won thfc title 
. j 


three times in a row 
between 1968-76 achieved 
some success after 20 
years in the wilderness. 
They were the most con- 
sistent team and boasted 
the finest strikers. 

Iran finished third after a 
3-2 penalty shoot-out win 
over Kuwait and their for- 
wards Ali Daei and 
Khodadad Azizr collected 


the top scorer and best 
player awards respectively. 

Both men have been 
approached by several 
clubs in the Middle East 
and North Africa. 

The Iranians, who had a 
large contingent of well- 
behaved supporters, 
received the. fair-play 
award. 


Saudi Arabia equals Iran’s 
Asian Cup record 

ABU DHABI fR) — Saudi Arabia, who beat the United Arab Emirates in the final of the 
1 1th Asian Cup on Saturday, equalled Iran's record of three Asian Cup titles in the 40- 
year history of the competition. 




vronde 


what to get 
parents and loved 
ones for the holidays? 


Do you want 
something that 
will show them 
how much 
you care? 



Year 

Host 

Winner 

Runner Up 

Result 

1956 

H- Kong 

S. Korea 

Israel 

Round Robin 

1960 

S. Korea 

S. Korea 

Israel 

Round Robin 

1964 

Israel 

Israel 

India 

Round Robin 

1968 

lean 

Iran 

Burma 

Round Robin 

1972 

Thailand 

Iran 

S. Korea 

2-1 

1976 

Iran 

Iran 

Kuwait 

1-0 

1980 

Kuwait 

Kuwait 

S. Korea 

3-0 

1984 

Singapore 

S. Arabia 

China 

2-0 

I9S8 

Qatar 

S. Arabia 

S. Korea 

4-3 

( Penalties) 

1992 

Japan 

Japan 

S. Arabia 

1-0 

1996 

UAE 

S. Arabia 

UAE 

4-2 

(Penalties) 


A NEWLY ESTABLISHED 
LANGUAGE CENTRE REQUIRES 

Adult English language teacher; University qualifications 
& experience necessary. 

Administrative assistant/secretary with minimum 3 years 
experience. Computer knowledge and good English is a 
must. 

Please send CV and recent photo before Dec. 28 to: 
Personnel, Fax. No. 667400 
Or P.O. Box 851815 
Amman 11185 - Jordan 


Ewing’s 30 points lead 
Knicks past Pistons 


NEW YORK (R) — Patrick 

Ewing scored 30 points, 
including a clutch jumper 
with 21 seconds to go, as the 
New York Knicks avenged 
their wont loss of the season 
with a 95-92 victory over the 
Detroit Pistons on Saturday. 

John Starks added 17 points 
off the bench for the Knicks, 
who have won nine of their 
last 10 games. The only loss 
in that stretch was a J 12-78 
defeat at Detroit on 
Wednesday in which Ewing 
scored six points. 

'They kicked our butts con- 
vincingly in Detroit." Ewing 
said. "We wanted to come out 
and make a statement-" 

Joe Dumare scored 16 
points and Lindsey Hunter 13 
for the Pistons. 

In Charlotte, Dell Curry 
scored 19 points off the bench 
and Anthony Mason had IS 
points. 12 rebounds and seven 
assists to lead the Charlotte 
Hornets to a 98-93 victory 
over die Atlanta Hawks. 

Man Geiger chipped in 13 
points and eight rebounds for 
Charlotte. and Muggsy 
Bogues added 15 points. 

Christian Laettner had 24 
points and Dikembe 
Mutombo had 20 for Atlanta, 
which had its five-game win- 
ning streak halted. 

“We were just a step slower 
all night and we shot very 
poorly." said Atlanta coach 
Lenny Wilkens. 

In Houston. Vbshon Lenard 
scored a career-high- 22 points 
as the shorthanded Houston 
Rockets, held to the lowest 
total in franchise history, beat 
the Miami Heat 86-66. 

Miami allowed just eight 
points in the fourth quarter as 


an 


it snapped 
game skid. 

Hakeem Olajuwon scored 
20 points for the Rockets, 
who played without suspend- 
ed superstars Charles Barkley 
and Clyde Drexler and lost 
their third straight game. 

In Milwaukee, Glenn 
Robinson had 24 points and 
13 rebounds as the 
Milwaukee Bucks cruised to a 
103-85 romp over the injury- 
riddled Orlando Magic, who 
have lost five straight games. 

Ray Alien had 16 points and 
Vrn Baker 13 as the Bucks 
won for the fourth rime in ..Lx 
games. Erald Wilkins scored 
17 points and Horace Grant 
16 for the Magic, who have 
lost nine of their last 10 
games. 

At New Jersey. Robert Pack 
had 29 points and Kendall 
Gill made a layup with 3.5 
seconds left as the New Jersey 
Nets snapped a five-game los- 
ing streak with a 101-100 win 
over the Boston Celtics in a 
matchup of five Eastern 
Conference s worst teams. 

Gill, who had 24 points, 
made a driving layup and was 
fouled by Rick Fox as the lead 
changed hands for the fifth 
time in the final two minutes. 
Gill missed the free throw, but 
the Celtics could not get off 
another shot 

Shawn Bradley has his 
fourth career triple-double 
with 17 points. 15 rebounds 
and 1 1 blocked shots. 

In Philadelphia. Michael 
Jordan scored 31 points and 
sparked a pair of fourth-quar- 
ter runs as the Chicago Bulls 
won their sixth consecutive 
game with a 1 1 1-105 victory 
over the Philadelphia 76ers, 


overall two- who have dropped 10 in a 


row. 

Scottie Pippen scored 22 
points and Dennis Rodman 
had 12 points and 18 
rebounds for Chicago. 

■■We'll get better," said 
rookie Alien Ivereon, who 
broke out of a slump with 32 
points. "We're playing as hard 
as we ran and that’s all you 
can ask. Hopefully we can 
bounce back from this with 
something positive." 

In San Antonio. Sean Elliott 
scored 12 of his 29 points in 
the third quarter as the recov- 
ering San Antonio Spurs won 
their third consecutive game 
with a 101-88 victory over the 
Phoenix Suns. 

Dominique Wilkins scored 
24 points and David Robinson 
added 12 points and 10 
rebounds for San Antonio. 

At Minnesota. Kevin 
Garnett had 23 points and 
Tom Gugliotta had 17 as the 
Minnesota Timberwolves 
snapped a three-game skid 
with a 103-8S victory overfire 
Los Angeles Lakers. 

Rookie Stephon Marbmy 
added 17 points and eight, 
assists for Minnesota, which, 
had lost nine of its last 10. 

Nick Van Exel totalled 22 
points and Shaquilie O'Neal 
21 for Los Angeles, which 
had won nine of its last 11 
games. 

In Sacramento. Mitch 
Richmond scored 10 of his 
season-high 37 points in over- 
time. including an alley -oop 
basket with two-tenths of a 
second remaining to lift the 
Sacramento Kings to a lOt- 
99 victory over the Portland 
Trail Blazers. 


Shilton reaches 1,000-match milestone 


LONDON (R) — Peter 
Shilton on Sunday became the 
first player in English soccer 
history to dock up 1,000 
league - appearances. 

The 47-year-old former 
England goalkeeper who has 
performed at many of the 
world's great football venues, 
added another chapter to his 
remarkable career in a far 
from glamorous comer of east 
London. 

A 10.000-strong crowd — 
more than double Leyton 
Orient’s normal crowd — 
turned up to pay tribute to 
"Shills'’ in the Third Division 
match against Brighton. 

A fanfare of trumpet players 
from the band of the 
Coldstream Guards marked 
Shilton's red carpet arrival. 

As he trotted on to the pitch 
through a guard of honour 
fomied by the other players 
and the match officials 1,000 
balloons were released. 

Shilton responded to the 
warm welcome by clapping 
his hands above his head as he 
turned to all parts of the 
ground. 


Then the presentations 
began. 

Fust. Football League 

Secretary,David Dent handed 
the Orient goalkeeper a spe- 
cially commissioned silver 
salver. Orient Chairman Barry 
Hearn followed with an award 
for Shilton's “outstanding 


achievement" to the game 
over 30 years. 

Last up was a commemora- 
tive certificate from Xbe 
Guinness Book of Retards 
before Shilton jogged towards 
the goal he was to defend in 
the first half, once more 
acknowledging the applause. 


SWISS ARMY KNIVES 
& WATCHES 


With Heartbeat’s special offer, you can now give your 
loved ones, a subscription to peace of mind and 
constant care. It will help improve the quality of their life 
and keep them healthy. 

For more details, call Heartbeat at 

645250/645350 
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Jordan Phosphate Mines Co., Ltd. 

ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO 
TENDER 
NO. IF/97 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. IF/97, 
for the supply of: 

(LUBRICATING OILS AND GREASES) 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 2:00 
p.m. local time Saturday 11th January, 1997. 
Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non- refundable fee of JD 20 
for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 
hours local time Tuesday 12th January, 1997. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


GOREN BRIDGE 


• WITH OUAR SHARIF 
4 TANNAH HIRSCH 
OIOSS fitoro liada Sons. K 

GIVE ONE. GET TWO 
Both vulnerable. West deals. 


NORTH 

* J973 
OAK 10 8 

to 

*8542 

WEST EAST 

*K 6 *Q 8542 

773 O J6 

OA843 J 9 7 6 2 

4 . A J 10 9 6 *Q 3 

SOUTH 
A A 10 
7 Q 9542 
0KQJ5 

* K 7 

The bi dding: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
I* Pass U Obi 

P»m 2* Pass 37 

Pms Pass Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: King of* 

North round an interesting appli- 
r.innn r.f a ■-iiivhid in an nppnwing 
suit. Once South made a takeout 
double. North decided that the 
hands fitted well and would offer 
play for game — provided any hon- 
ors in dubs South might held could 
be protee'ed from attack at the 
opening gun. Hence the cue-bid to 
force South to bid. 


North's analysis was accurate. 
Four hearts by North would have 
no play after a dub lead. By Smith, 
tl.c contract was unbeatable tknwfat 
to the skill of Dr. Lois Wilev, for- 
merly of Chicago and now of Bever- 
ly Hills, Fla., who refused to let 
blindness prevent her from compet- 
ing against the best in bridge. 

West led the king of spades, and 
by winning with the ace, declarer 
could have made sure of three 
Incks in the suit. However, South 
realized that, since the opening bid 
marked West with both missing 
aces, keeping East off lead was 
more important than another spade 
trick, so West's king was allowed to 
hold the trick. The defenders were 
now helpless. 

The spade continuation was won 
in the closed hand, trumps were 
drawn in two rounds, ending on the 
table, and the ten of diamonds was 
run to West's ace The defenders 
could now do no belter than take 
the ace or clubs to complete their 
book. If West did anything else, 
declarer would come to hand, dis- 
card three of the board's clubs on 
the high diamonds, concede a dub 
and ruff the remaining club. Either 
way. the defenders collected only 
one trick in each suit except Tor 
trumps. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished and Unfurnishe< 

Three bedrooms apartments 
Central heating and telephone 
Location: SHMEISANI. near Birds' Garde 
Owner Tel: 667862. Fax: 663002 


£ 


Duty UnpaidCaFFoFSa 

Sr v e er C °4 Sa door n9 rIrt 2 5/1316 1991 ‘ Metalii < 

silver. 4 aoor, radio cassette, 32 0G 

Price JD 3 C SX) tl0n - FU " maintenance rec 

Tel.: 079-22988 or 817668. 

Ask for Ghassan. 


=3 
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CINEMA 


TEL634144 "STT* CINEMA 


59 

=3 


PHILADELPHIA 


1 


PHILADELPHIA “1" 
Richard Gere...in 

PRIMAL FEAR 

PHILADELPHIA “2” 

VIRTUOSITY 


TEL699238 'N^ CINEMA 

PLHZfl 


TEL677420 


./IV 


*The Hunchback of 
Notredame 

Shows: 11:00, 12:30. 3:15, 5:00, 6:30 

‘THE ROCK 


/. Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 /..Shows 8:30,10:30 


CONCORD 


X 


CONCORD “1" 

Sharon Stone & Izabelle Adjani. ..in 

DIABOLIQUE 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:00. 8:15, 10:30 
CONCORD “2" 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Rmmoun Theatre & Cinema A/ Nahil & — : — 

n=hfiifl974-fi-iR07i; Y & Hjsham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


^ ^ 






Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 

Play starts 8:30 p.m. 


The theatre is closed from 
Dec. 15, 1996 until the start 
of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan in order to prepare 
for a new play entitled 

“Al Aman Ya Ho” 


4 
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Von Gruenigen takes risks to 
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win Alta Badia giant slalom 
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\LTA BADIA. !uh <Ki 
— Switzerland N Mi^havl 
\ i in Gruenigen. raei ng 
inure aggressively than 
ever, clinched his fir -a 
World Cup Alpine Skiing 
uin ul‘ [lie season mi Sun- 
day in Alla Bad ia's Jau ru- 
ing giant slalom. 

The World Cup cm ill 
slalom champion. cheered 
nil In his family at the fin- 
ish. clucked ,in official 
combined lime of two rui:>- 
ii(e*i 32.66 seconds hi lead 

home a Swiss oue-two 
will* compatriot Sieve 
Lecher in second place. 

I .ocher, winner «d she 
opening giant slalom rtf the 
season in Soelden. Austria, 
m October. clucked 
2.33.43 ulkMil of Italian 
newcomer Matieo Nana 
who was third in 2:34.15. 

The top three al ter the 55 
gate second leg down the 
Gran Risa Piste were 
unchanged from the lead- 
er at the end ul the 5b gale 
liist leg. with Von Ciruem- 
gen the fastest in hnih. 

Von Gruenigen leads die 
giant slalom World Cup 
'landings with 2.50 poiuiv 
ahead of Austrian llais 
Kiijuss on 240. 

"Thai vs as maybe one of 
rhe most aggressive races 
of my career.” said Von 
Gruenigen. who hjd nevci 
won here before and has 


eiehi 


now notched up 
W mid Cup <,\ ms 
”1 think | luid jo take 
more risks itvJay than 
e*.ei." added the mousta- 
chioed Swiss, who had 
i.i>! a wan eye at LochcCs 


Non Gruenigen on this 
course is about as gm>d as 
a win.” said ihe Swiss 
Olympic combined bron/e 
medallist, who Uoll Ills 
first trium slalom here in 
1 993 * 


ALPINE SKIING 


iinpres.ivelv qukk tunes 
m pje-iaee training. 

" This is one of my great- 
est victories Its "always 
important Jo make sure of 
'he tiist win but when it is 
;ierc in All.; Badia it is 
ev en mi ire iinp>>rranr.'' Von 
Gsuentsen said. 

file Gr.ifi Risj Piste is 
jvrtMps the niiiNi demand- 
mg giant Viul.im »*f an> on 
tiie nten’s circuit. 

The i e suit reversed the 
top r.vo plucmgs from 
Sodden when Von Giuem- 

geii. 'Aju* Sias !)jJ a si. i\\ 

s’airt to the season after 
domiuaimg last year's 
races, finished behind 
Lochcr 

Loclier. who has Jiawn a 
blank since his up-ening 
icfory. was jii't happy to 
be buck on the pinlium 
again. 

“To he second behind 


He said that he had prob- 
lems in die races in the 
United States with die arti- 
ficial snow there. 

Tl»r third place was the 
In si ever podium finish for 
Nana and gave the Italian 
croud something to sing 
about in the absence of 
world champion Alberto 
Ttuuba. who decided to 
suck to fus pre-arranged 
training schedule rather 
Uian race. 

Alt.i Badia was also ihe 
icson wheic triple 
f)lympic gold medallist 
*Ioinbii r who ictumcd I nun 
pre-season injury with sec* 
ouJ place in a slalom al 
Madonna Ji Cainpiglio on 
Tuesday, clinched ills first 
ever VV’orld Clip (xhIiuiii 
10 years ago. 

Since I ‘iSri, Tomha liaJ 
finished on die podium in 
every year Alia Badia had 



AUSTRIAN JOSEF STROBL SKI IS TO THIRD PLACE IN VAL GARDENA: zVustrian Josef StnibI is airborne as 
he speeds in Ihe Val Gardena World Cup downhill race December 21 to a third place. Italy's Kristian Ghedina 
clocked 2:00.25 to beat second placed Frenchman Luc Alphand who clocked 2:00.51 and third placed Strobl in at 
2:00.65 (Reuters photo » 




Merry Christmas 

& 

Happy New Year 


* Enjoy our special 
X-mas Dinner 
on Tuesday 24ih 

* Don’t miss our 
X-mas Turkey 

on Wednesday 25ih 
with a wide variety of 
Salads & Pasta Buffet 
Adults: 10.00 i.D 
Children: 5.00 J.D 
Res. Tel : 821705 


*-S:V r ^ _ u'-'-v 

j iff 1 : 

x fc-.-r-.-V * 




Professionals 

Required 


A regional Publishing & Communications company 
requires for immediate recruitment a Female/Male, fresh 
graduate to fill the position of Advertising Sales 
Executive for its office in Amman. 

Candidates should possess a BA/BS degree in Business 
or Computer Science. Fluent English and Computer 
literacy are a must. An attractive renumeration Package 
will be offered to the successful applicants. 

Pis. Submit your c v+ covering letter to Fax 650888 
by Dec. 28, 96 . 

■*:> For more info! call the Advertising Director at 650444 


announcement 
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Jordan 
Times 
Tel. 
68431 1 
699634 


Entries for the Theory and Practical Examination of the Associated Board of 
the Royal Schools of Music will be accepted from M to 28 December 1997 
The practical examination will be held In Amman next April, May 1997. 

For registration and further information about syllabuses and regulations, 
please contact the local representative : 


The National Music Conservatory I NoarAI Hussein Foundation 
jabcl Ammon, Atiyot Building . Behind the Embassy of Kuwait 
* P.O.Box 9266B7. Amman I Jordan 

Tel. 687620 , Fax 637621 
£ Mall: NMC_NHF@NETS.COM.JO 



ASSOCIATED BOARD 

OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 
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Al Orthodoxi beat AI Ahli to 
take 1996 basketball crown 


Magcd j race — he luu» 
won lien* four limes alto- 
gether — and 22 -year-old 
Nanj made sure that an 
Italian would again lx; 
stepping up in front of die 
crowd. 

"To do ir here in front of 
this erowd and on thi' 
course is like a dream.” 
saiif Nana, who was I Oth 
in Tuesday’s slalom and 
who was second fastest in 
Sunday’s second leg. 
“With all the pressure and 
the fans. u\ an incredible 
lesult.” 

Kumiss made wire lie 
retained the overall World 
Cup lead through Christ- 
mas hy finishing fourth. 

C nm patriot " Thomas 
Sykoru, who hud been is 
closest rival be foe the race, 
skied out on ihe lirsi leg. 
Knanss now has 421 
points, with \’ou Gitieni- 
gen second on 331. 

"I was loo ined m ski ai 
my Ivsi” said Knauss who 
nonetheless was third 
fastest in the second leg. "I 
don’t want to think about 
the overall Work! Cup 
yet." 

Sunday’s lace was the 
last before the Christinas 
holiday break. The men’s 
World Cup circuit renews 
with a downhill al the Ital- 
ian resort of Honnio un 
Dee. 2 V 


By Koufan N ah has 

Sjvt uil U> thr Times 


AMMAN — Al Orthodoxi 
were Saturday crowned Jor- 
dan's basketball champions 
hy scoring a convincing S4- 
Kl win over Al z\hli in the 
linul match of the First Divi- 
sion Championship. 

Al Ortliudoxi defended 
their 1995 title depending 
on Fadi Al Saqqa, Nasser 
Bassjni, Ehab Hrasieh and 
Hilal Barakat and surprised 
the club's fans with the par- 
ticipation of long-time play- 
maker Jihad Saiiba vs ho 
arrived from the U.S. last 
week fur the holiday season. 

Al Ahli. fielding Wis^am 
Nino, Walid Badran, Rame/ 
Hamoudeh and Marwan 
Succdi. also surprised their 
fans with the participation of 
A* id Alkhat who came 
suaight from the United 
States to help his leant in the 
final match. Alkhas is now 
studying at, and play ing for. 
Buffalo University in New 
York. 

A siilid start hy both teams 
led ihe 2,000 fans cheer all 
through ihe march, especial- 
ly atier Al AhhN first tie 14- 
14 and then 20-20. 

Al Onluxloxi’s Barakat, 
who was guarded by A I 
Ahli's Marwan Saeedi. had 
a sigh of relief after Saeedi 
was benched and was able to 
lead Al Orthodox i with live 
scores end the first half with 
41-36. 

AI Ahli was successful in 
bridging the gap in the first 
four minutes of the second 
half to keep it 47-46 for A! 
Orthodoxi. 

Al Onhodoxi's play maker 
Saqqa was able to cleverly 
penetrate AI Ahli’s defences 
based on individual skills 
rather than a preset playing 
strategy or team work effort. 

Saliba substituted for 
injured Saqqa in the .second 
half which gave Al Ahli a 
chance to move forward and 
reduce the gap but without 
success. 

Al Onhodoxi's no-more 



Ahli’s Ramez Hamoudeh 
also with 23 scores. 

Meanwhile, playing for 
the third place Al Jazireh 


Al Orthodoxi ’s captain Hilal Barakat holds the trophy 

hesitam Muntosser Abu! 

Toib who has not appeared 
in his usual form in other 
matches answered buck with 
a three-pointer of his own to 
lead 70-60 in the 14th 
minute. 

Al Ahli kept the pressure 
to reach a last-minute 
equaliser but Ai Orthodoxi 
captivated fans with a last- 
second score to lead S4-SI 
and seal the match and keep 
the title. 

Top scorers were Al 
Onhodoxi’s Multiuser Abu 
Taib with 23 scores and Al 


came in third utter defeating 
Al Jaleel 74-55 (41-26). A\ 
Jaleel thus finished fourth. 


Final Standings 


T^am W 

L 

3£ 


PS5 

Al Orthodoxi 5 

1 

460 

404 

11 

Al .Ahli 4 

2 

454 

411 

10 

.Al Jazireh 3 

3 

424 

390 

9 

Al Jaleel 

6 

352 

485 
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JOIN THE CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 




AT FORTE GRAND AMMAN 



At the Andalusia Restaurant n special candle Iicjht dinner accompanied 

Dv Christmas Carols from our Austrian Folkloric 
group. Our China Town Chinese Chef has created 3 
special ser Menus from which to choose. Our Srallions 



DJ 


at 


Jugglers Bar 


w’ill 


take 


you lo 'he early hours. One special 

Christmas Cocktail Free on arrival. Book before 
24/12/96 and receive a surprise present! 


FORTE 

GRAND 


AMMAN 



P.O.Box 950629 Amman 11 1 10 J» «rJan Tel Pu2 6 o'-Xol 1 Fax u L'T-i2ol 
Font Grand and-LeMeridlen Hotels & Resorts in the .Middle East 


Other propenies in your area include Le Mencken Damascus. Le Mendien Lanakia. 
Le Meridien Heliopolis. Le Mendien Cairo it Forte Grand Pyramids 

TmivI companion of Air France 
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U.S. studying response 
options if Iran behind 


Saudi blast — report 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
U.S. officials have begun to 
mull possible responses — 
political, economic or mili- 
tary — if investigations prove 
beyond doubt that Iran was 
behind the bombing of a U.S. 
facility in Saudi Arabia, 
according to a report Sunday. 

Washington has a broad 
range of actions it could take 
against Tehran, however, the 
officials are concerned that 
any response, especially a 
military strike, could carry 
grave risks, the Washington 
Post newspaper reported. 

“The potential universe (of 
actions) is quite wide. The 
real universe carries down- 
sides." the Post quoted one 
unnamed senior administra- 
tion official as saying. 

Saudi and U.S. officials are 


investigating the June 25 
truck bombing of the Khobar 
Towers military housing 
complex in Dhahran that 
killed 19 U.S. air force per- 
sonnel. 

Media reports have linked 
the attac k to Saudi extremists 
backed by Iran, but no formal 
proof has been presented 
publicly. 

The "paper reported the 
administration official and 
other sources as saying the 
most obvious retaliation 
would be to strike Iran's oil 
export facilities at Kharg 
island. 

Such a raid would damage 
Iran's economy, but a draw- 
back would be a hike in 
world oil prices. 

Before taking military 
action, the United States 


would seek U.N. sanction 
resolutions, and press for the 
allies who have been reticent 
to join current U.S. efforts to 
support tightened restric- 
tions. 

If a military option came 
into play, projects Tehran has 
given priority to such its navy 
would become prime targets. 
“Iran has put a lot of empha- 
sis on building up its navy, 
which we could take out very 
quickly,” a U.S. officer told 
the paper. 

Other sources cautioned 
that the plans were simply 
part of contingency pl anning . 

Retaliation talk “is nowhere 
near the real world right 
now," one senior official said. 
“The fact that the Defence 
Department does contin- 
gency plans is not news." 


Iran president says missile 
development is 6 defensive’ 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Iranian President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani said on 
Sunday that his country has 
made progress in its missile 
development programmes 
but that they were for purely 
defensive purposes. 

In a rare interview with 
London-based Middle East 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(MBC) television monitored 
here. Mr. Rafsanjani said 
banians still recall attacks 
bn the capital Tehran by 
Iraqi long-range missiles 
during their 1980-1988 war. 

He was asked about 
reports that Iran had made 
progress in testing Chinese 
and North Korean missiles 
and whether ban intended 
to use them against its Arab 
neighbours in the oil-rich 
Gulf. 

“I agree with you about 
the repons that we have 
made progress in the field of 
missile industries but this 
has been achieved within a 
purely defensive framework 
and we have no hostile 
intentions against any one.” 
he said. 

“A country like Iran can 
not give up the missile 
industry. You might remem- 
ber the war, during which 


(Iraqi President) Saddam 
Hussein was striking Tehran 
with long-range missiles 
which he had acquired from 
foreign countries," Mr. 
Rafsanjani added. 

During their eight-year 
conflict. Iraq hit Tehran and 
other Iranian cities with 
hundreds of long-range mis- 
siles. mostly Russian-made 
Scuds. 

But the bulk of Iraq's mis- 
sile force has been destroyed 
by the United Nations under 
resolutions struck after 
Baghdad’s 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait 

“Because of those strikes, 
we can not prevent ourselves 
from benefiting from such 
weapons to defend our- 
selves. But we will not use 
those missiles to attack any 
country and I think Israel is 
behind such an issue," Mr. 
Rafsanjani said. 

The United Arab Emirates, 
which is locked in an island 
dispute with Iran, has 
accused Tehran of deploying 
missiles and other weapons 
on the three disputed Gulf 
islands with the aim of 
attacking neighbouring 
countries and threatening 
shipping. 

Iran has not denied or con- 


firmed the build-up on tbe 
three strategic islands, 
which control the vital 
Hormuz Strait through 
which nearly one fifth of the 
world's oil exports pass. 

Mr. Rafsanjani. whose 
country is at political and 
ideological odds with the 
United States, said Iran had 
been capable of carrying out 
its threats during the war 
with Iraq to close Hormuz to 
deprive die West of vital oil 
supplies. 

"Closure of Hormuz was 
easy for us as our islands are 
located in the middle of the 
strait. Our position affirms 
our commitment to the 
security and stability of the 
region,” he said. 

He dismissed Gulf and 
Western accusations that 
Iran has been involved in 
major armament pro- 
grammes. 

"A comparison between 
what our neighbours spend 
on arms purchases in their 
defence budgets will show 
that we spend less than them 
in this field ... our expendi- 
ture and revenues are known 
and everyone knows their 
size.” 


Mubarak, 
Mordechai 
meet today 
at Hurghada 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel's 
defence minister will meet 
Eyyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak in Egypt on 
Tuesday to discuss the 
Israel-Palestinian peace 
process. 

Yitzhak Mordechai's 
one-day visit is the first by 
an Israeli defence minister 
since 1989 and comes at 
the personal invitation of 
Mr. Mubarak. 

"Mordechai will brief 
President Mubarak on the 
government's efforts to 
achieve peace and securi- 
ty," the defence ministry 
said in a statement. 

Mr. Mubarak and Mr. 
Mordechai will meet in the 
Red Sea resort of 
Hurghada. 320 kilometres 
southeast of Cairo. 


Digging begins on $ 1.8b 
canal for new Nile Delta 


CAIRO (AFP) — A canal 
project has been started to 
bring Nile water to the 
western desert to create a 
new delta, project chief 
Fayeq Abdul Sayed was 
reported Sunday as saying. 

“The digging of the canal, 
which will be 320 kilome- 
tres long, 30 metres wide 
and seven metres deep 
began Saturday and should 
be finished in 30 months," 
Mr. Abdul Sayed was 
quoted by the government 
newspaper A1 Ahram as 
saying. 

The project has been 
named "the Sheikh Zayed 
Canal" after United Arab 
Emirates President Zayed 
Ben Sultan AJ Nahyan 
because he is its main finan- 
cial backer. 

According to Mr. Abdul 
Sayed, the canal will cost a 
total of 5.5 billion 
Egyptian pounds (Sl.S mil- 
lion). The project's 172 
digging machines, among 
the world’s largest, are up 


and running, he added. 

The canal will bring Nile 
water to the western desert 
to create a new 300- 
square-kilometre fertile 
delta. 

In October. Lake Nasser 
rose beyond 178 metres to 
its highest level, because of 
torrential rain in Ethiopia 
and Sudan. The water had 
been diverted to the 
Toushka Reservoir, south- 
west of the lake. 

Water from the reservoir 
will be pumped into the 
western desert. 

Launched in 1959 by 
Jamal Abdul Nasser and 
opened in 1971. the High 
Dam holds back the Nile 
waters in Lake Nasser, the 
world’s largest artificial 
lake. 

Built in 1981, the Toushka 
Canal, near Abu Simbel in 
the extreme south of the 
country, supplies a reservoir 
south of the Aswan Dam. 



TENSION IN HEBRON: A crowd of Jewish settlers shout at a Palestinian woman as an Israeli soldier among the 
crowd keeps tempers from exploding on Sunday after a petrol bomb was thrown at the Beit Hadassah settler enclave 
in the centre of the West Bank town of Hebron (Reuters photo) 


Demirel, 

party 

chiefs 

discuss 

scandal 


ANKARA (AFP) • 
President Suleyman Demire! 
met Sunday with Prime 
Minister Necmetrin Erhakan 
and five other party leaders 
to discuss allegations of 
mafia infiltration into the 
state’s security apparatus. 

"The president and the 
government should do every- 
thing necessary to unveil 
what is still in die dark and 
those responsible should be 
punished," conservative 
main opposition leader 
Mesut Yiimaz said 
Saturday. 

Mr. Yiimaz and Foreign 
Minister Tansu Ciller as 
well as leaders of two left- 
wing parties and a small 
ultra-rightist party took part 
in the meeting at the presi- 
dential palace. 

The nation has been rocked 
by the scandal which erupted 
on Nov. 3 when wanted 
mafia boss Abdullah Catli. a 
former ultra-nationalist mil- 
itant. and a senior police 
chief were killed in a car 
crash in western Turkey. 

Also in the same car was 
Sedat Bucak, a Kurdish par- 
liamentary deputy from 
Mrs. Cillers conservative 
True Path Party. He survived 
the accident but suffered 
serious injuries. 

The incident. which 
exposed links among police, 
some politicians and organ- 
ised crime, created a furor in 
Turkey leading to the resig- 
nation of Interior Minister 
Mehmet Agar and the sack- 
ing of Istanbul’s security 
director. 

According to press reports. 
Catli had been employed by 
Turkey for operations out- 
side the country, notably 
against leaders of the anti- 
Turkish Armenian Secret 
Army for the Liberation of 
Armenia (ASALA) in the 
1980s. The ASALA claimed 
responsibility for assassinat- 
ing nearly 40 Turkish diplo- 
mats and’ officials abroad in 
the 1970s. 

Catli and three policemen, 
who were personal guards of 
Bucak. were also allegedly 
involved in the killing of a 
Kurdish tycoon who owned 
a chain of casinos. 


Somali factions prepare for battle for Mogadishu 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Somali factions have posted 
armed militiamen and heavy 
weapons on the green line 
dividing Mogadishu in 
preparation for a possible 
battle for control of the 
Somali capital, witnesses 
said Sunday. 

The preparations are con- 
centrated in the Medina resi- 
dential district of south 
Mogadishu where warring 
factions have posted clan 
warriors on the green line 
dividing northern and south- 
ern parts of the war-tom city. 


Witnesses said warlord 
Hussein Mohammad Aideed, 
whose United Somali 
Congress/Somali National 
Alliance (USC/SNA) faction 
controls most of south 
Mogadishu, had deployed 
heavy' artillery guns along 
the entire green line and near 
Mogadishu airport. 

Other opposing militia, 
notably those of the 
USC/SNA faction led by 
Osman Hassan Ali Ato and 
Ali Mahdi Mohammad's 
Somali Salvation Alliance 
(SSA), commanded by Muse 


Sudi Yalahow, are also in 
position in the same areas 
ready for action against 
Aideed forces. 

“General Mohammad 
Farah Aideed was killed in 
Medina, and his son Hussein 
Aideed will be killed in the 
same spot if he does not stop 
fighting" warned Mr. 
Yalahow in reference to 
Aideed, who was fatally 
wounded on August 1, while 
leading USC/SNA forces in 
an effort to capture Medina. 
The tensions come after at 
least six people were killed 


and 17 others wounded 
when three rounds of mortar 
shells landed Tuesday in 
south Mogadishu. 

The deaths brought to more 
than 100 the number of peo- 
ple killed in four days of 
heavy fighting between mili- 
tiamen of Somali clan war- 
lord*. according to hospital 
and militia sources. 

The U.N. Security Council 
has called for an immediate 
end to factional fighting in 
Somalia. 


Baghdad accuses U.S. of 
lying in espionage affair 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq on Sunday accused the 
United States of lying to 
“cover its crimes" after 
Baghdad claimed to have 
uncovered a spy ring work- 
ing for die Central 
Intelligence Agency (CTAJ. 

“The American denial is 
aimed at covering U.S. 
crimes against Iraq " and to 
mask their failure." said the 
ruling Baath Party newspa- 
per A1 Tbawra. 

“They would have to keep 
quiet because the annals of 
their agency (the CIA) are 
littered with crimes, sabo- 
tage and acts of terrorism” 
the newspaper added. 

In Washington. U.S. 
State Department 

spokesman Nicholas Burns 
ridiculed the reported dis- 
covery, calling it "a wen- 
noted and tired propagan- 
da ploy." 

Official Iraqi television 
on Friday broadcast “con- 
fessions” by four members 
of what Baghdad says is 
network set up to spy for 
the CIA. 

Saad Dahhara Awwad, a 
32-year-old civil engineer 
accused of being the 
leader of the network, said 


on official Television that he 
had been recruited by U.S. 
intelligence services to 
report on military installa- 
tions in Iraq. 

The accused spies said 
they transmitted their infor- 
mation to contacts in the 
Kurdish-controlled north- 
ern part of tbe country, 
where the United States had 
set up a safe-haven to pro- 
tect the population from 


Iraqi government forces. 


le newspaper A1 Thawra 
ridiculed the U.S. reaction, 
recalling that Washington 
evacuated Iraqi Kurds and 
Arabs working for U.S.- 
funded humanitarian organ- 
isations, as well as those 
employed by its intelli- 
gence services after the 
Iraqi army's incursion into 
the region in August 

Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz on 
Sunday urged Turkey to 
end the mandate for the 
U.S.-led airforce patrolling 
northern Iraq. 

“Mr. Aziz stressed the 
necessity of ending the 
presence of the ‘hammer 
forces' in Turkish bases 
and non-interfering in 
Iraq's internal affairs what- 


ever the excuses are.” said 
the official Iraqi News 
Agency reporting a meeting 
between Mr. Aziz and a vis- 
iting delegation from a 
Turkish opposition party. 

United States, British and 
French planes police a no- 
fly zone in northern Iraq 
from bases in southern 
Turkey to guard Iraqi Kurds 
against possible attacks by 
Iraqi armed forces. 

Turkish officials said last 
week the task of the force 
would be changed and 
would be confined to flights 
over northern Iraq. Mr. Aziz 
then described such 
Turkish statements as “mis- 
leading” and asked for offi- 
cial explanation. 

An Iraqi newspaper on 
Wednesday warned Ankara 
that bilateral ties would be 
damaged if Turkey renewed 
the mandate of the force 
which expires by the end of 
the year. 

“We urge them (the 
Turks) to stop anything that 
harms Iraq or encroaches 
upon its sovereignty and to 
put an end to the illegal task 
of the infamous ‘Provide 
Comfort Operations,"' AJ 
Thawra said. 


Police raid 
former 
Rao aide 


CHANDIGARH (AP) — 
Police on Sunday raided the 
houses of a top politician 
believed to have helped for- 
mer Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao allegedly 
bribe lawmakers to keep his 
government afloat, officials 
said. 

The Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI). which is 
similar to the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) in the 
United States, raided several 
houses of Bhajan Lai, a pow- 
erful politician who was chief 
minister of the northern state 
of Haryana until this year. 

During the raids, the CBI 
seized unaccounted cosh and 
jewels worth 3.5 million 
rupees (598,000) and docu- 
ments listing property worth 
millions of rupees, federal 
police officials said on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

The raids were conducted 
in several cities in Haryana 
and New Delhi, the officials 
said. Mr. LaJ denied any 
wrongdoing. 

Mr. Lai was a close associ- 
ate of Mr. Rao, who also lost 
power in the general elections 
earlier this year. 

Mr. Rao already is facing 
trial for allegedly bribing four 
opposition lawmakers to 
switch loyalty and vote for 
the government during a con- 
fidence vote three years ago. 
Mr. Rao at that time led u 
minority government Mr. 
Rao won the vote. 

The bribes allegedly were 
channelled through 'several 
politicians and businessmen, 
according to court docu- 
ments. 


Weizman in trouble 
over remarks on gays 


TEL AVIV (R) — The 
Israeli president's proverbial 
loud mouth has landed him 
in trouble again. 

This time Ezer Weizman. a 
former air force chief with a 
rough hide and a history of 
verbal faux pas, has mocked 
homosexuals, catering to 
Israeli machismo but anger- 
ing rights activists and left- 
wingers. 

His aides were scrambling 
once more to dislodge their 
boss's foot from his mouth. 

“The president will meet 
with a respectable delegation 
of homosexuals and lesbians 
on Monday and 1 think things 
will be clarified," said Mr. 
Weizman’s office director. 
Arieh Sbumer. 

But pressed on the presi- 
dent's reaction to the tempest 
his remarks stirred. Mr. 
Shunter said: “He doesn't 
retract his statements.” 

Mr. Weizman, whose presi- 
dential role is largely sym- 
bolic and void of political 
power, sparked the ruckus in 
a rambling response to a 
question during a speech to 
high school students. 

“(Homosexuality) is abnor- 
mal from a social point of 
view. I don't like it. What the 
public decides to do with 
(homosexuals), it will decide 
through laws," Mr. Weizman 
said, drawing applause from 
students. 

The cheers turned to gig- 
gles as Mr. We izman used an 
inflection to deride homosex- 
uality. 

“It has become ‘nice’." the 
president said, his voice ris- 
ing in tone. He repeated the 
word ‘nice’ in an even higher 
pitch.Rabbis lauded Mr. 
Weizman, who is expected to 


seek reelection in 1998, but 
hundreds of Israelis protested 
outside his home on 
Saturday and demanded his 
resignation. 

"It grants legitimacy to ille- 
gal attacks, to incitement, it 
invalidates a whole section of 
the public which under the 
law is equal in every way. 
The president of Israel is 
delegitimising this group." 
said legislator Yael Dayan. 

Mr. Weizman. the nephew 
of Israel's first President 
Chaim Weizmann. took 
office in 1993 after an illus- 
trious military career and 15 
years in politics. 

He helped forge the coun- 
try’s historic peace accord 
with Egypt in 1979 and 
served as a cabinet minister 
in successive Israeli govern- 
ments in the 1980s — all the 
while notorious for his abra- 
sive candour. 

In 1994. he outraged 
women’s groups when, com- 
menting on one woman's 
quest to become an air force 
pilot, Mr. Weizman said a 
woman's place was in the 
home. 

He has incensed politicians 
from left and right with pro- 
nouncements considered 
inappropriate tor a president. 

Earlier this year he com- 
pared guerrillas fighting 
Israeli troops in Lebanon to 
Nazis. 

Radio news shows buzzed 
with talk of Mr. Weizman’s 
latest slip, but not all the 
voices were negative. 

“Certainly they (homosex- 
uals) are doing tilings that are 
abnormal and abnormality 
should be condemned,” chief 
rabbi Eliyahu Bakshi Doron 
told Israel’s array radio. 
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pope not 
to see Madonna 


VATICAN CITY (AFP) — 
Bad news for U.S. super- ; 
star singer Madonna. Pope* 
John Paul II is not going to-\ 
see her — let alone baptise' 
her little baby girl lourdes^ 
Maria Leon. So said the? 
Vatican press office, as 
pop icon and star of direc- 
tor Alan Parker’s “Evita” - 
continued a visit to Rome- 
ro promote the film treatr . 
ment of the hit Andrew - 
Lloyd Weber musical. “We 
have more important things 
to think about," a 
spokesman for the Roman j 
Catholic pontiff said;- 
Sources in her entourage^ 
said Madonna, 38, who" 
gave birth in Los Angeles^ 
on Oct. 14 out of wedlock; 
was keen to be received by- 
the Pope — just as Pope- 
Pius XII met Argentina’s:; 
revered Evita Peron in 
1947. 


&& 

nini P ^ 

is***. 

> u . 
Mill! 



• pine* * 

j U 
pm* V7 

wlfj 10 


Kill- , 

du«r |0,s 


wan 


prin 


Pope turns down 
Free Masons honour 
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VATICAN CITY (AFP) — 
Pope John Paul II refiised. 
to accept the Order of 
Galilee from a worldwide 
group long despised by tbe 
Roman Catholic Church — 
the Free Masons. The 
Masonic order in Italy had 
said in a statement, that it 
wished to honour the Pope' 
for his “continual and mer- 
itous work" towards inter- 
national understanding and 
friendship. But a Vatican 
spokesman. Giro • 

Benedettini, said the holy 
see had heard nothing of 
the sort directly from the- 
Free Masons, adding: “The 
Pope does not as a rule 
accept honours or prizes.” 
Under a church law that 
has been in force for many • 
years, Roman Catholics are 
banned from joining 
Masonic lodges, as the lay 
organisation is regarded as 
a secret society. 
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Jacqueline less 
rich than expected 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Jacqueline Kennedy 
Onassis was far less 

wealthy on her death than 
estimated and charities are 
likely to get nothing from, 
her estate, the New York 
Tunes reported. The widow 
of slain U.S. President John - : 
F. Kennedy left an estate 
worth some 100 million 
dollars, according to 

reports following her 
death. But the times put the 
figure at 43.7 million dol- 
lars based on the evalua- 
tion of executors of the for- 
mer first lady. The execu- 
tors said that after distrito- 
tion of assets and costs, the 
estate will be left with a 
five million dollar shortfall 
in estate taxes to be paid 
by her two children 
John F. Kennedy junior 
and Caroline Kennedy 
Schlossberg. Jacky O’s will 
had forseen the establish- 
ment of a charitable trod 
providing annual charity 
donations for 24 years, a 
proposal her heirs have . . 
abandoned. the times « -- 
reported. 


Bogota mayor says 
wire pan scourers 
very dangerous • 


BOGOTA (R) - u- 
Youngsters in Bogota hive 
been using wire-wool pan 
scourers as makeshift’ fire- 
works causing Mayor 
An tan as Mockus to call for 
strict controls on their 
sales. In the days before 
Christmas, children • have 
found a way around die 
capital's year-old ban on 
fireworks by waving 
around the flammable, wire 
pan cleaners like spaiklett 
or swirling them on apiece 
of string like' pin wheel?* 
“These pan scourers & 
dangerous as the most d*n- 
gerous fireworks. Children 
should not play with tbeseft 
things like this.. I wffi.-see 
if we can find a way tb con- 
trol the sale of these, scour- 
ers,” Mockus toidibeNTC 
TV news progra mme . : 
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